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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

RESULTS  
Á This Archaeological Assessment identified that the southern two-thirds of the site has low 

to medium and medium archaeological potential.  Areas with basements have little or no 
archaeological potential.  The proposed development would remove the surviving 
archaeological remains within the study area.   

Á Historic research has indicated that the site was located partially within the mouth of the 
Tank Stream.  Due to the proximity to the Tank Stream and Sydney Cove, there is potential 
for environmental evidence associated with the earliest phase of historic settlement of the 
colony as well as much earlier environmental evidence.   

Á The SHR curtilage of the Tank Stream is outside the study area.    
Á It is possible that part of the site has potential for State-significant archaeology associated 
ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜ-1807 reclamation within the Tank Stream and his boatbuilding 
yard.  These potential remains were a small part of the overall shipyard and not a key 
element of it.  It is possible that the integrity of the structural remains may be limited.   

Á Most of the potential archaeological remains within the study area are considered to have 
local heritage significance (Figure 6.1).   

Á The site has potential to contain relics under the NSW Heritage Act which requires an 
application under S139/140 of the NSW Heritage Act 1977.   

Á Since completing the original Archaeological Assessment in 2014 Casey & Lowe have 
prepared an Archaeological Research Design which involved considerable further analysis 
building on the results of the archaeological excavation at 200 George Street.  As a result of 
this reanalysis Casey & Lowe do not consider the site to contain archaeological remains of 
State significance.  This reassessment arises from further and more detailed analysis of 
researched plans and images together with an assessment of the archaeological findings at 
the adjacent 200 George Street redevelopment site.  See Non-Indigenous Archaeological 
Research Design ς S140 application, Lend Lease Circular Quay Development, 182 George & 
33 Pitt Street, Sydney, Casey & Lowe, September 2015.  A S140 has now been lodged for 
this site.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. An application for an excavation permit under S139/140 of the NSW Heritage Act 1977 will 

need to be approved by the Heritage Council or its delegate.   
2. A S140 application requires the writing of an Archaeological Research Design outlining the 

proposed excavation methodology and approach to be used.  The Research Design requires 
the nomination of an Excavation Director and key members of the archaeological team who 
will undertake the archaeological program.   

3. Discussions should be undertaken with the Heritage Division prior to lodging a permit to see 
if they are in agreement with the suggested approach.   

4. Archaeological excavation would focus on the area of the site with medium archaeological 
potential.  Only limited archaeological investigation would need to be undertaken within 
areas with basements.   

5. No excavation or ground disturbance of the site can be undertaken prior to the issuing of a 
S140 approval.  A S140 application typically takes 4 to 6 weeks to be processed.   

6. The archaeological program will need to be undertaken in accordance with the S140 
Conditions of Consent.   

7. An excavation report presenting the results of the archaeological program should be 
prepared at the end of the archaeological program.  The final report needs to comply with 
the S141 conditions of consent.   
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8. A repository, storage in perpetuity, for the artefacts recovered from the site will need to be 
provided by the proponent.  A suitable storage solution may be the construction of a 
storage room within the new development.   

9. Excavation or disturbance of the ground needs to be co-ordinated with Aboriginal 
archaeology and OEHΩǎ AHIP approval process.   

10. A Statement of Heritage Impact will need to be written for the proposed development in 
relation to potential issues associated with the Tank Stream.   
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Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 
Lend Lease Circular Quay 

33-35 Pitt & 182 George Streets, Sydney 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 Background 
Nos 33-35 Pitt Street, 182 George Street and Jacksons on George and surrounding laneways (in 
part) have been acquired by Lend Lease as a development site (Figure 1.1, Figure 1.2).  This project 
is called Lend Lease Circular Quay (LLCQ).  It has been proposed that the study area be redeveloped 
with a multi-storey tower and it is proposed the existing building at 182 George Street will be 
demolished and the site landscaped for a public square.  The proposed multi-storey commercial 
office tower would be located at no. 33-35 Pitt Street.  Much of the site will have a basement and 
the multi-storey office tower would have approximately three basement levels (Figure 1.3).  It is 
noted that the State Heritage Register protected route of the Tank Stream is immediately adjacent 
to the study area in Pitt Street.  Jacksons on George would be retained, with modification and 
adaptive reuse.   
 
A number of archaeological assessments and heritage reports for surrounding properties have been 
reviewed, which have provided general background for the site:  

Mirvac (188-194A George Street): D/2012/893  
Á Godden Mackay Logan Heritage Assessment and Impact Statement, October 10, 2012.  

Á Godden Mackay Logan 200 George Street, Sydney Historical Archaeological Research Design, 
September 2012.  

Á Godden Mackay Logan 200 George Street, Sydney Heritage Assessment and Impact Statement 
for Redevelopment, June 2012.  

Á Godden Mackay Logan 190 and 200 George Street and 4 Dalley Street, Sydney, Heritage 
Assessment and Impact Statement for Demolition Works, April 2012.  

 
Fairfax (19 Pitt Street): D2010/1533  
Á Rappaport Statement of Heritage Impact, Proposed New Building at 19-31 Pitt Street Heritage 

Impact, September 2010.  
 
Valad (1 Alfred Street): D 2010/2029  
Á Godden Mackay Logan, One Alfred Street Redevelopment, Heritage Impact Statement and 

Archaeological Assessment, November 2010.  
 
Orwell Peter Phillips wrote a Built Heritage Assessment, 182 George Street and 33-35 Pitt Street, 
Sydney, September 2013 which addressed the built heritage issues associated with this site.   
 
As part of earlier advice to Lend Lease Development, Casey & Lowe had undertaken a Baseline 
Archaeological Assessment which provided preliminary advice on the archaeological issues for the 
site.  A Statement of Heritage Impact (SOHI) will also be written for the proposal on the Tank 
Stream which is within Pitt Street.  Comber Consultants have written a report on the potential for 
Aboriginal Archaeology for this project.  As the focus of this report is on areas of proposed bulk 
excavation which may impact on the potential archaeological remains it focusing on the potential 
archaeology of 182 George and 33-35 Pitts Street, Crane Place and the triangle of land formerly 
owned by Mirvac (Figure 1.2).   
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Jacksons on 
George 

182 George 
Street 

33 Pitt 
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1.2 Study Area 
The site at 33-35 Pitt Street and 182 George Street is located within a block bounded by George 
Street in the west and Pitt Street in the east, Underwood Street to the south and Crane Place to the 
north (Figure 1.1, Figure 1.2)Φ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǳǊōŀƴƛǎŜŘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ 
CBD, and just south of the busy public transport interchange at Circular Quay.  The site currently 
contains multi-storey commercial buildings.  The study area now also includes land assessed as part 
of 200 George Street, the Mirvac Triangle.  This triangle is briefly referred to in this report as it was 
addressed in a previous Archaeological Assessment for 200 George Street.  The research and 
analysis of this triangle is taken from the Godden Mackay Logan Archaeological Assessment and 
Research Design and S140 Application for 200 George Street (April 2012).   
 
Lend Lease are proposing to develop a multi-storey commercial office tower on this site with 
approximately three basement levels (Figure 1.3).  This would remove most of the surviving 
archaeology within the study area.  The current proposal involves basement excavation for:  

Á 33-35 Pitt  
Á Mirvac Triangle.  
Á Crane Lane (Place).  
 
The proposal for the existing basement at 182 George Street is that it be adapted, reused and 
augmented where required.  All other areas of the current proposal will not be subject to bulk 
excavation, notably Jacksons on George which under the proposal would be refurbished (Figure 
1.2).   
 
 

Figure 1.1: Location of the study area highlighted in red. Source: Google Maps. 



3 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe                              182 George & 33-35 Pitt Streets, Sydney

                       Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment & Impact Statement 

Figure 1.2: Plan of the study area.  The focus of this report is on 33-35 Pitt Street, 182 George Street, the 
Mirvac Triangle and Crane Lane (green).  All of which will be subject to excavation.  The current 
propsoal for Jacksons on George and the Rugby Club involves no excavation therfore they have not 
been assessed as part of this project.   
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Figure 1.3: Bulk excavation plan, showing the soldier piles around the perimeter and bulk excavation levels 
within the footprint.  The footprint of the basement will be cut into bedrock and the alignment and 
depth of the basement will be subject to further design development.   

 
 

1.3 Statutory Constraints 
 
1.3.1 Relics Provisions NSW Heritage Act, 1977  

1.3.1.1 Division 9: Section 139, 140ς146 - Relics Provisions - Excavation Permit 
The main legislative constraint on archaeological remains is the relic provisions of the Heritage Act 
1977.   
 
According to Section 139: 

(1) A person must not disturb or excavate any land knowing or having reasonable cause to suspect that 
the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being discovered, exposed, moved, 
damaged or destroyed unless the disturbance or excavation is carried out in accordance with an 
excavation permit. 

(2) A person must not disturb or excavate any land on which the person has discovered or exposed a relic 
except in accordance with an excavation permit. 

(4) The Heritage Council may by order published in the Gazette create exceptions to this section, 
either unconditionally or subject to conditions, in respect of any of the following: 

a. any relic of a specified kind or description, 
b. any disturbance or excavation of a specified kind or description, 
c. any disturbance or excavation of land in a specified location or having specified 

features or attributes, 
d. any disturbance or excavation of land in respect of which an archaeological 

assessment approved by the Heritage Council indicates that there is little likelihood 
of there being any relics in the land. 
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A 'relic' is an item of 'environmental heritage' defined by the Heritage Act 1977 (amended) as: 

those places, buildings, works, relics, moveable objects, and precincts of State or local 
heritage significance. 

 
A relic, as further defined by the Act is: 

 ..any deposit, object or material evidence - 

 (a) which relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, 

  not being Aboriginal settlement; and  

 (b) is of State or local heritage significance.  
 
Any item identified as an historical archaeological site or relic cannot be impacted upon without an 
excavation permit.  An excavation permit forms an approval from the Heritage Council for 
ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨŘƛǎǘǳǊōΩ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŎΦ  {ȅŘƴŜȅ ²ŀǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b{² IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ 
approve impacts on relics of local significance.   
 
An application for an excavation permit must be made to the Heritage Council of NSW (Section 140) 
(or its delegate) and it will take approximately six to eight weeks to be processed.  The application 
for a permit must nominate a qualified archaeologist to manage the disturbance of the relics.  There 
is a processing fee for each excavation permit application, the details of which can be obtained from 
the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage website.   
 
Exceptions 
An application for a S139(4) Exception to applying for an Excavation Permit may be made where the 
impact is considered to be in accordance with the following categories:  
(1A) An archaeological assessment, zoning plan or management plan has been prepared in 

accordance with Guidelines published by the Heritage Council of NSW which indicates that 
any relics in the land are unlikely to have State or local heritage significance.  

(1B) The excavation or disturbance of land will have a minor impact on archaeological relics 
including the testing of land to verify the existence of relics without destroying or removing 
them.  

(1C) A statement describing the proposed excavation demonstrates that evidence relating to the 
history or nature of the site, such as its level of disturbance, indicates that the site has little 
or no archaeological research potential. 

 
1.3.1.2 Statutory and Non-statutory Guidelines 
The management of heritage sites in NSW should conform to the requirements of the Burra Charter 
of Australia ICOMOS.  Many of the following guidelines provide for best practice conservation 
approaches and can be used to inform all the management of the archaeological remains.  There 
are a range of archaeological guidelines which inform the management of the place:    

Archaeological Assessment Guidelines, NSW Heritage Office, Department of Urban Affairs & 
Planning, 1996. A new draft of this has been prepared but not yet published.  

!ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨwŜƭƛŎǎΩ, Heritage Branch, Department of 
Planning, 2009.   

NSW Heritage Manual, NSW Heritage Office, Department of Urban Affairs & Planning, 1996. 
Historical Archaeological Investigations: A Code of Practice, NSW Department of Planning, 

2006. 
Historical Archaeological Sites, Investigation and Conservation Guidelines, Department of 

Planning and NSW Heritage Council, 1993. 
9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ, NSW Heritage Office. 
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ICHAM Charter, The ICOMOS Charter for the Protection and Management of Archaeological 
Heritage, ICOMOS International, 1990. 

Recommendation on International Principles Applicable to Archaeological Excavations, 
UNESCO, 1956. 

Heritage Interpretation Policy and Guidelines, Heritage Information Series, NSW Heritage 
Office, August 2005.  

Photographic Recording of Heritage Items, Heritage Information Series, NSW Heritage 
Office, 2006. 

 
1.3.2 Heritage Listings 

Neither 182 George Street nor 33-35 Pitt Street is listed on the State Heritage Register (SHR) or the 
Sydney LEP 2005, nor are they within a Heritage Conservation Area.  The site is located to the 
immediate west of the curtilage of the Tank Stream, an archaeological feature dating to the earliest 
period of British settlement.   
 
1.3.2.1 Tank Stream  
The Tank Stream is listed on the State Heritage Register and consists of a mixture of structures of 
brick oviform and a stone arched drain enclosing what was the earliest fresh water source for the 
colony.  The curtilage of the Tank Stream measures 3 metres from all surfaces of the drain.1   
 

Figure 1.4: Plan showing the location of the Tank Stream in relation to the Pitt Street frontage of the study 
area.  Sydney Water  

                                                           
1
 SHR listing, http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5045604, accessed 

29/11/2012. 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5045604
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The Tank Stream is also included on the Sydney LEP 2005 as an archaeological element (Schedule 8, 
Part 3, Item No. 42; SHI No. 7001), and is also a Registered place on the Register of the National 
9ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ {мтл ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦ  {ȅŘƴŜȅ ²ŀǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ Tank 
Stream Conservation Management Plan for the Tank Stream (2003).  This provides policies and 
guidelines for its management of the Tank Stream.  The client will need to design the building so as 
to avoid any impacts on the curtilage of the Tank Stream.  The client will need to discuss the issues 
associated with the Tank Stream and understand their heritage reporting requirements in relation 
to the Tank Stream.  They are likely to require a Statement of Heritage Impact that addresses 
relevant issues in relation to the Tank Stream.  This report is likely to require an engineering report 
outlining how the design of the proposed Pitt Street basement and building, including any bracing 
and rock anchors, will avoid impacting within the curtilage of the Tank Stream.    
 
1.3.3 Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012 

Part 5: 5.10(7) Heritage Conservation, of the LEP 2012 states that where there is an identified 
archaeological site:  
 
 Archaeological sites 

The consent authority must, before granting consent under this clause to the carrying out of 
development on an archaeological site (other than land listed on the State Heritage Register or 
to which an interim heritage order under the Heritage Act 1977 applies): 
a) notify the Heritage Council of its intention to grant consent, and 
b) take into consideration any response received from the Heritage Council within 28 days 

after the notice is sent. 
 
1.3.4 City of Sydney Archaeological Zoning Plan  

The study area was included in the City of Sydney Archaeological Zoning Plan but the site was 
identified as having no archaeological potential.   Our analysis of the archaeological issues for the 
site indicate that the site does not have a basement in part of the property and therefore the site 
does have archaeological potential.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.5: Detail from City of 
Sydney Archaeology Zoning 
Plan. The study area where 
archaeology is investigated for 
this report is coloured white and 
was identified as having no 
archaeological potential.  
Results from the archaeology at 
200 George Street shows that 
this assessment is incorrect.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1977%20AND%20no%3D136&nohits=y
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1.4 Authorship 
This report was written by Rhian Jones, Senior Archaeologist and Dr Mary Casey, Director, Casey & 
Lowe.  It was reviewed by Tony Lowe, Director, Casey & Lowe.  Jenny Winnett and Rhian Jones 
produced the overlays of historic plans.  The historical research presented in Section 3 was 
researched and written by Caroline Plim, (BA Assoc Dip Local & Applied History, Graduate member 
PHA NSW).   
 
 

1.5 Acknowledgements 
Warwick Bowyer, Lend Lease Development  
Michelle Mason, Lend Lease Development 
Alison Brown, BBC Planning 
Greg Frith, Rygate Surveyors 
 
 

1.6 Limitations 
There were no particular constraints to producing this report.  There was sufficient time and 
funding to complete this report to a quality standard.  One of the problems we encountered is that 
the Pitt Street land often operated as ancillary to the George Street properties.  This made it 
difficult to have certainty about the uses of the land during parts of the 19th century when Pitt 
Street was not a main street frontage.  Pitt Street did not have its own street frontage until after the 
Tank Stream was covered over after 1856 and until Pitt Street extended into this area by 1865.  It is 
only at this time that the Pitt Street frontage acquired separate uses and functions to the George 
Street parts of the property.     
 
 

1.7 Glossary 
 
Historical Archaeology (Non-Indigenous/European) 
Historical Archaeology (in NSW) is the study of the physical remains of the past, in association with 
historical documents, since the British occupation of NSW in 1788.  As well as identifying these 
remains the study of this material can help elucidate the processes, historical and otherwise, which 
have created our present surroundings.  Historical archaeology includes an examination of how the 
late eighteenth and 19th-century arrivals lived and coped with a new and alien environment, what 
they ate, where and how they lived, the consumer items they used and their trade relations, and 
how gender and cultural groups interacted.  The material remains studied include: 

Á Archaeological Sites:  
­  below ground: these contains relics which include building foundations, occupation 

deposits, rubbish pits, cesspits, wells, other features, and artefacts. 
­  above ground: buildings, works, industrial structures and relics that are intact or 

ruined. 
Á cultural landscapes: major foreshore reclamation 
Á maritime sites: infrastructure and shipbuilding  
Á shipwrecks 
Á structures associated with maritime activities. 

 
 
Archaeological Potential 
!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
relics which fall under the provisions of the Heritage Act 1977 (amended).  This potential is 
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identified through historical research and by judging whether current building or other activities 
have removed all evidence of known previous land use. 
 
Archaeological Site 
A place that contains evidence of past human activity.  Below ground sites include building 
foundations, occupation deposits, features and artefacts.  Above ground archaeological sites 
include buildings, works, industrial structures and relics that are intact or ruined.  
 
Archaeological Investigation or Excavation 
The manual excavation of an archaeological site.  This type of excavation on historic sites usually 
involves the stratigraphic excavation of open areas. 
 
Archaeological Monitoring 
Archaeological monitoring is recommended for those areas where the impact of the works is not 
considered to mean the destruction of significant archaeological fabric.  Nevertheless the 
disturbance of features both suspected and unsuspected is possible.  In order to provide for the 
proper assessment and recording of these features an archaeologist should inspect the works site at 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψŀǘ ŎŀƭƭΩ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 
that should be assessed by the archaeologist. 
 
If recording of features is necessary it would be carried out as quickly as possible so that any time 
delays are minimised.  Monitoring is a regular archaeological practice used on many building and 
development sites. 
 
Research Design 
A set of questions which can be investigated using archaeological evidence and a methodology for 
addressing them.  A research design is intended to ensure that archaeological investigations focus 
on genuine research needs.  It is an important tool that ensures that when archaeological resources 
are destroyed by excavation, their information content can be preserved and can contribute to 
current and relevant knowledge.  
 
Research Potential 
The ability of archaeological evidence, through analysis and interpretation, to provide information 
about a site that could not be derived from any other source and which contributes to the 
archaeologƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ΨǊŜƭƛŎǎΩΦ2  
 
Relic 
Means any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that:  

(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being 
Aboriginal settlement, and 
(b) is of State or local heritage significance. 
   (NSW Heritage Act 1977, Definitions, Part 1.4)  

 
 
 
 

                                                           
2
 ¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨwŜƭƛŎǎΩΣ нллфΥммΦ  
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2.0 Study Area 
 

2.1 Description of Site 
The study area consists of a series of mid to late 20th-century multi-storey commercial buildings, 
surrounded by streets with a high volume of traffic, and lanes that access basement and ground 
floor parking areas (Figure 2.5 to Figure 2.9).   
 
The results of a basic site inspection are listed below:  

Á The study area is located in the central CBD, just south of Circular Quay, and is dominated by 
large multi-storey buildings at 182 George Street, 33-35 Pitt Street, Underwood Street and 
Crane Place.  

Á 182 George Street has basement car parking for 26 cars (Figure 2.1, Figure 2.2).   
Á Nos 33 to 35 Pitt Street has ground level car parking (Figure 2.5 to Figure 2.8), with the 

exception of a very small single level basement (containing approximately 6 to 8 car spaces). 
Á Undercover parking area at 33-35 Pitt Street is accessed via Underwood Street (Figure 2.7, 

Figure 2.8).  
Á No original ground surfaces were evident.  The area is dominated by asphalt road base and 

concrete paving.   
Á The site is located on ground that slopes down to the east.  This slope would have been more 

evident in the past, as the study area is located towards the bottom of the Tank Stream Valley 
between the ridges along (present day) York Street and Macquarie Street, with the stream 
running along the line of Pitt Street.  George Street has generally been interpreted as a lower 
ridgeline which slopes down to the Tank Stream. 

Á A survey plan of the basements has been provided to assess the extent of impacts on the 
potential archaeological remains (Figure 2.10).  An interpretation of this provides a map of the 
archaeological potential of the site.  The focus of this assessment is on the areas of the site 
which may contain potential archaeological remains and where there is a proposal to impact on 
these remains (Figure 2.11). There will be no detailed analysis or assessment of the basement 
areas in this report as it is believed that the excavation for the basement will have removed 
most of the potential archaeology within their footprint.   

Figure 2.1: 182 George Street, centre left, looking northwest. C&L 2013.   
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Figure 2.2: View to east with Jacksons on George on the left and the opening to the Blue Anchor Lane on 
the northern side of 182 George Street.  C&L 2013.   

 
 

Figure 2.3: View to east along Blue Anchor Lane, at the northern side of 182 George Street, Jacksons on 
George is to the left.  The northern side of 33-35 Pitt Street is visible in the middle ground, behind 
the van on the road and the Rugby Club is to left.  C&L 2013.   
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Figure 2.4: View to the south along the laneway between 182 George Street and 33-35 Pitt Street. This area 
would be subject to bulk excavation. C&L 2013.   

 
 
 

Figure 2.5: Nos 33-35 Pitt Street, looking west with Underwood Lane on the left and Crane Place on the 
right. Google Street View.   
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Figure 2.6: View of the southern side of 33-35 Pitt Street showing Underwood Street.  C&L 2013.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.7: Underwood Street looking east towards Pitt Street.  Nos 33-35 Pitt Street is on the left with the 

three-level aboveground carpark. C&L 2011.   
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Figure 2.8: Ground level parking at 33-35 Pitt Street, off Underwood Street. C&L 2011.   

 

Figure 2.9: View of Crane Place, looking west along the northern side of 33-35 Pitt Street. C&L 2011.   
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Figure 2.10: Survey plan indicating the RLs on floor levels and position of current basements within the 
development area.  This plan has been used as the basis for assessing the archaeological potential 
of areas.  Plan from Rygates.   
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2.2 Impacts from current buildings and earlier buildings 
 
2.2.1 33-35 Pitt Street 

The current building has a basement along the northern part of study area but approximately two-
thirds of this building has no basement and therefore should retain substantial archaeological 
potential (Figure 2.10, Figure 2.11).  The RL on the floor of the basement is RL 0.30.  The top of 
bedrock contours from west to east are from RL 0.5 falling to RL -2.5m (Appendix 1, Figure 2).  The 
eastern part of the building is a modern building with piles which will have had some impacts, as 
well as footing beams (Figure 2.12).  The eastern section of bedrock is below the alluvium deposits 
within the valley of the Tank Stream (Figure 5.1; Appendix 1, Figure 3).  Where archaeological 
deposits are close to the foreshore, tidal water will invade the area at high tide where the soil is at 
approximately RL 0.5m or lower.  Where bedrock is higher than this level water will not be able to 
flow into the site.  The extent of the alluvium deposit is close to the RL 0m to 0.5m bedrock contour 
(Appendix 1, Figure 3).  There is also considerable fill above the southeastern alluvium deposits 
within the Tank Stream Valley and above bedrock (Appendix 1, Figure 4).   
 
Approximately one-third of deposits within the northern section of existing building footprint are 
beneath the basement floor with RL 0.30m (Figure 2.10, Figure 2.11).  In terms of historic 
occupation land does not become useable until it is reclaimed, typically at or above a minimum of 
RL 1m to avoid King tidal flows.3  Therefore a section of the potential archaeological remains in the 
northern section of 33-35 Pitt Street were removed by this basement.  There are still some potential 
archaeological remains in this area (green on Figure 5.2) and these will be discussed below.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.11: Plan showing the location of existing basements (green) and within the study area (outlined in 

red).  This report will be focusing on the areas with low to medium and medium archaeological 
potential.  There will only be limited further discussion of the areas with basements.   

                                                           
3
 This is our experience at two major foreshore excavations, Barangaroo South and Darling Quarter.   
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Figure 2.13: Plan of the lower ground floor of the existing building at 182 George Street.   
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Figure 2.14: Plan of the lower ground floor of the existing building at 182 George Street.  Arrows indicate 
the original ground level in relation to the basement.  Section A-A on Figure 2.12.   
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The southern and eastern sections of the site are considered to have medium archaeological 
potential (Figure 5.2).  The RL of the ground-floor carpark in this area is RL 3.2m and RL 2.8m, with 
the Atrium Carpark at ground level, approximately RL 2.8m.  The Atrium building is considered to be 
the same structure aǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀ мфслΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
the early 20th century (Figure 3.24, Figure 3.21).  As shown on the rock contour, bedrock at its 
highest is RL 0.5m (Appendix 1, Figure 2).  In the eastern area deposits of fill overlay alluvium above 
bedrock (Figure 5.1, Appendix 1, Figure 4).  Section C-C suggests bedrock RLs in the southern part of 
the site are below considerable fill.  It is noted that references to fill in geotechnical reports typically 
includes potential archaeological deposits.   
 
2.2.2 182 George Street 

The existing building on George Street has a basement with RL 1.18m on the main basement floor 
while the northern ramp has a higher RL (Figure 2.10, Figure 2.13, Figure 2.14).  Analysis of the rock 
contour plan across this area indicates that rock is between RL 1.5m and RL 2m (Appendix 1, Figure 
2).  This suggests that all fill deposits above rock have been removed by the current basement.  
There may be some deeper features surviving such as wells and cesspits but most other 
archaeology will have been removed during the construction of this building.  There is some 
potential for archaeological remains and deposits beneath the substation which has a floor with RL 
2.96m but as this is quite a small area there is less likelihood of locating archaeological remains 
(Figure 5.2).   
 
 

2.3 Proposed Development  
The proposed development relates to the land parcels listed in Table 1 below.  The redevelopment 
site is located towards the northern end of Pitt Street, bounded to the south by Underwood Street, 
to the north by Rugby Place and to the west by George Street.  There are existing multi-storey 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴΣ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ŜƴŘ [ŜŀǎŜ 
Circular Quay (LLCQ) scheme contemplates: 

Á Demolition of existing commercial office buildings at 182 George Street and 33-35 Pitt 
Street (and possibly Rugby Club (optional site), including the removal and disposal of 
hazardous materials (where relevant) 

Á The retention, modification and adaptive reuse of Jacksons on George 
Á Site preparatory works including (where relevant): 

o The erection of hoardings and overhead protection structures 
o Remediation of contamination 
o Undertaking of archaeological investigation and protection works 
o Augmentation and diversion of existing infrastructure services. 

Á The erection of a multi-storey commercial office tower up to 248m in height, up to 70,000 
m2 of gross floor area, and approximately three basement levels. 

Á · Delivery of new public realm consisting of a public plaza on George Street and new 
interconnecting laneway extensions between Underwood Street and Rugby Place 

Á The construction of shared laneway and plaza retail for the purpose of activating the new 
public realm 

Á Internal traffic amendments to Rugby Place. 
 
These works will involve the bulk excavation of: 

Á 33-35 Pitt Street will have a basement covering the whole footprint of the current building. 
Á 182 George Street basement to be adapted, reused and augmented where required.  
Á .ŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛǊǾŀŎ ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜΩ  
Á Crane Place, excavation.  
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Other impacts include:  

Á Reduction of levels along Blue Anchor Lane, this is currently part of basement for 182 
George Street.   

Á Jacksons on George, no known excavation, purchase of unrealised GFA and improvements. 
Á Rugby Club, possible purchase of unrealised GFA and improvements.  

 
Table 1: Land Parcels Covered by the Planning Proposal 

Informal Title Address Lot and DP Ownership 

The Pitt Street 
Property 

33-35 Pitt Street Lot 7 DP 629694 Lend Lease (Circular Quay) P/L 

The George 
Street Property 

182 George 
Street 

Lot 182 DP 606865 Lend Lease (Circular Quay) P/L 

Jacksons on 
George 

174-176A 
George Street 

Lot 181 DP 606865 Lend Lease Development P/L 

Mirvac Triangle Part of 200 
George Street 
development 
site 

Lot 1 in DP 69466 and Lot 
4 in DP 57434.  The part of 
these Lots to which the 
Planning Proposal relates 
is referred to as Lot 2 in 
the draft plan of 
subdivision 13 November 
2012 (Issue 7) contained in 
the executed VPA 
between the City of 
Sydney and Mirvac 

Mirvac owns the land.  Mirvac will 
transfer the new Lot 2 to the City of 
Sydney who will then transfer to Lend 
Lease in return for an equivalent area of 
completed public realm 

Crane Lane 
including 
walkway (aerial 
bridge) 

Crane Lane 
extending east 
from George St, 
then north to 
Rugby Place 

Lot 1 and 2 in DP 880891.  
Lot 1 is in the stratum 
above Lot 2 

City of Sydney 

Rugby Club 
(Optional Site) 

Rugby Place Lot 180 DP 606866 Wanda One Sydney P/L 
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3.0 Historical Background 
 

3.1 Focus of Historical Research 
Given the location and impact from the basements of the current buildings discussed in Section 2, it 
was decided to target the primary historical research to the south and west sections of 33-35 Pitt 
Street (Figure 2.11).  The other parts of the study area are considered to have archaeological 
potential and it is considered important to have a detailed historical background to inform the 
assessment of archaeological potential and heritage significance of these areas.   
 

3.2 British Settlement at Sydney Cove 
On 22 January 1788 Sydney Cove in Port Jackson was chosen as the site for a settlement due to its 
fine spring of water and deep anchorage close to the shore.4  The stream was reputed to be 
navigable for small craft up to what is now Bridge Street.5  A chart drawn by William Bradley in 
March 1788 after a survey by Captain Hunter illustrates the arrangement of the settlement in 
relation to the shoreline and tidal stream (Figure 3.1).6  The freshwater stream with a seemingly 
plentiful water supply was named the Tank Stream after the reservoirs excavated for water 
collection by 1796.   
 

Figure 3.1Υ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ{ȅŘƴŜȅ /ƻǾŜΣ tƻǊǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
encampment and buildings as they stood on 1

st
 aŀǊŎƘ мтууΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

study area is circled in red.  Bradley, 1802+, Safe 1/14, ML SLNSW.   

                                                           
4
 A. Phillip, The Voyage of Governor Phillip to Botany Bay, John Stockdale, Piccadilly, London, 1789: Ch VI, 

http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks/e00101.html, accessed 30 Aug 2013. 
5
 T. J. Roseby, {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜǿŜǊŀƎŜ мтуу-1918, William Applegate Gullick Government Printer, Sydney, 

1918: 20. 
6
 W. Bradley, A Voyage to New South Wales, 1802+, ML, SLNSW, 

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemdetailpaged.aspx?itemid=404927 

http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks/e00101.html
http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemdetailpaged.aspx?itemid=404927
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tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘΣ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ /ƻǾŜ ƛƴ мтуу 
illustrates the character of the natural environment, and the modest structures built in close 
proximity to the shoreline and stream (Figure 3.2).  At low tide the estuary was transformed into 
mudflats, although there were deep anchorages on the east and west sides of the cove.   
 
 

Figure 3.2Υ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ{ȅŘƴŜȅ /ƻǾŜ tƻǊǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ мтууΩΣ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
building development around the shore.  The study area is located on the west side (right) of the 
stream.  Bradley, 1802+, opp p 84, Safe 1/14, ML SLNSW.   

 
 
Land grants to George Johnston and James Underwood are associated with the study area and their 
early development is discussed separately.   
 
 

3.3 DŜƻǊƎŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩs Grant 
George Johnston (1764-муноύ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ CƭŜŜǘΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŘŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘΣ 
nominated by Governor Arthur Phillip for his suitability to form and lead a company to be attached 
to the New South Wales Corps.7  Johnston is well-known for his role in the arrest of Governor 
William Bligh in 1808.  After the turbulent period surrounding his court martial and trial, he 
returned to the colony to retire as a farmer and grazier.   
 
Governor John Hunter leased Captain George Johnston land on the west side Sydney Cove on 7 
January 1796 (Figure 3.3)Φ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ осл ŦŜŜǘ όмлфΦтоƳύ Ψƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘΩ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ 
the road leading to the hospital (later George Street) by 70 feet (21.34m) in depth.  Adjacent to land 

                                                           
7
 A. ¢Φ ¸ŀǊǿƻƻŘΣ ΨDŜƻǊƎŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ όмтсп-муноύΣΩ Australian Dictionary of Biography, http://adb.anu.edu.au. 
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ocŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ IŜƴǊȅ IŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ lease was well positioned near the head of the cove.  The 
14-ȅŜŀǊ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳƛǘ ǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ н ǎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
six pence per annum.8  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƭŀƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ early use of this land was for market 
gardening.9   
 
Preferring to focus on his farms at Bankstown and Petersham Hill, Johnston took little interest in the 
town allotment until the early 19th century.  The Sydney Cove lease is not listed in returns or 
musters of the colony around that time although is recorded in maps and plans.10  DǊƛƳŜΩǎ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
{ȅŘƴŜȅ ƛƴ мулл ǎƘƻǿǎ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ lease on the west side of the cove (Figure 3.3).  Governor King 
ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мулс with the area recorded, marginally reduced in size, as 
340 feet (103.6m) by 70 feet (21.4m) ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘΦ11  The eastern 
ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ lease appears to align with the high water mark however at low tide it was 
some distance from the waterline.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.3Υ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ΨDǊƛƳŜǎΩ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
{ȅŘƴŜȅΩ ŘŀǘŜŘ мулл ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 
WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ όŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ƛƴ 
red) recorded as No 29 on the west 
side of the cove.  Z/Ce 89/13 ML 
SLNSW.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3.4 WŀƳŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ DǊŀƴǘ 
On 1 May 1804 Governor Phillip Gidley King granted ex-convict James Underwood a lease of 1 acre 
нт ǇƻƭŜǎ όлΦпт Ƙŀύ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ /ƻǾŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ lease.12  James 
Underwood (1771-1844) was transported to New South Wales on the Admiral Barrington arriving in 

                                                           
8
 Grants Register No 1A Entry 179 (1), LPI. 

9
 Roberts 2008:86 

10
 Historical Records of Australia (HRA), Series 1 Vol 1 1914: 438; HRA Vol 2 1914: 459, 461. 

11
 Grants Reg No 3C p199, LPI. 

12
 Grants Reg No 3C No 128 (2), LPI. 
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1791.  He trained as a boat builder, continuing in this occupation after earning his freedom.  By 
1800 Underwood was a successful merchant with interests in shipbuilding and distilling, and was 
instrumental in the early sealing industry in NSW.  Business partners during his career included 
Henry Kable, Simeon Lord, and Samuel Chace; and later Robert Cooper and F E Forbes, all 
prominent figures in Sydney commerce.13   
 
WŀƳŜǎ aŜŜƘŀƴΩǎ мулт pƭŀƴ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ όbƻ моύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ lease (No 8) (Figure 3.4).  A building constructed by Underwood is shown on the western 
boundary (George Street) at a distance from tƘŜ ¢ŀƴƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜΦ  WƻƘƴ wŜŘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ όbƻ фмύ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
land reclaimed by Underwood along the intertidal area on the eastern boundary of his grant.  
Reclamation by Underwood and a number of other landholders on the eastern side of the cove 
reduced the Tank Stream to a narrow channel where there had once been an estuary.  The study 
area includes ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴǘΦ  The remainder 
ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ a separate Archaeological 
Assessment for 200 George Street.14 
 
 

Figure 3.4: tŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŜŜƘŀƴΩǎ мулт Ψtƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ όbƻ моύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǎe (No 8).  Underwood reclaimed land in the estuary, extending the 
allotment for potential development.  Map F 105B NLA.   

 

                                                           
13

 C. J. Baxter, Musters and Lists New South Wales & Norfolk Island 1800-1802, ABGR/SAG, Sydney, 1988: 55; D. R. 
IŀƛƴǎǿƻǊǘƘΣ ΨWŀƳŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ όмттм-муппύΩ, Australian Dictionary of Biography, http://adb.anu.edu.au. 
14

 Godden Mackay Logan 200 George Street, Sydney Heritage Assessment and Impact Statement for Redevelopment, June 
2012 .  
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3.5 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ Leases, 1811-1850 
By 181м WŀƳŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨŎƻƳƳƻŘƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΩ 
dwelling and warehouses.15  A mortgage of £1524/6/- to Samuel Terry on 17 April 1815 (registered 
с bƻǾ мумсύ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψм ŀŎǊŜ нл ǇƻƭŜΩ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ΨΧ5ǿŜƭƭing House Out Houses Offices 
Kitchens stable Barns Stores Yards GardensΩ.16  George Johnston renewed his interest in his George 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ мумсΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜΩǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΦ  .ȅ мумф ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψōǳǎȅ 
building housesΩ.17  Johnston died in January 1823 and in June of that year Governor Thomas 
.ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƴƻǿ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ нуу ǊƻŘǎ όлΦто ƘŀύΣ ǘƻ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ WǳƭƛŀΣ 
aŀǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴŎƘŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΦ  IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ Ŏ. муно ƳŀǇ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ 
within the study area as unoccupied (Figure 3.5).18  Lƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘΣ WŀƳŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
featured two new structures along the northern boundary and in the study area.   
 
 

Figure 3.5Υ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ ŎΦ 182о ΨaŀǇ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭocŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 
within the study area.  Map No SZ434 SRNSW.   

 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ aŀǊƛŀ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ муоо ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Wǳƭƛŀ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ .ƭŀƴŎƘŜ 
Westƻƴ ƴŞŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ DŜƻǊƎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ό.ƭŀƴŎƘŜΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘύΦ  The allotment included 
ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƴƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳΦ  !ƴ муоо ŀ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пт ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ [ƻǘ с όм ŀŎǊŜ н ǊƻƻŘǎ он½ perches) and James 
¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ [ƻǘ н όм ŀŎǊŜ ом ǇŜǊŎƘŜǎύΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Tank Stream (Figure 3.6).  Although not reproduced here, comparison with Hoddle, Larmer and 

                                                           
15

 D. D. Mann, The Present Picture of New South Wales: 1811, John Ferguson, Sydney, 2000: 57. 
16

 Mortgage: Underwood to Terry, 6 Nov 1816, Book 6 p121 Entry 1533, Old Register One to Nine, LPI & SRNSW, 2008. 
17

 Item 4/3494 p506, 515 Reel 6004 SRNSW; A. Roberts, Marine Officer, Convict Wife: The Johnstons of Annandale, 
Annandale Urban Research Association, Balmain, NSW, 2008: 128. 
18

 ΨIŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣΩ ŎмуноΣ ŘǊŀǿƴ ōȅ DΦ /Φ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΣ ŎмуноΣ {½ поп όbƻ м ƻŦ оύΣ {wNSW.  
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MitŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ΨaŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ муом ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
1831 and by 1833.19   
 
 

Figure 3.6Υ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пт ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ [ƻǘ с ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ [ƻǘ н ƛƴ 
1833, in relation to the study area.  The increase in area of both grants resulted from reclamation 
along the Tank Stream.  City Section Survey Plan No 47, Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney 
Archives.   

 
The extension of the Johnston Estate eastward, in closer proximity to the Tank Stream channel, 
provided land for potential development and ease of access to the cove reducing the extensive area 
of mudflats.  By this time the stream was no more than an open sewer, with its attendant health 
and environmental problems.  The deterioration of the Tank Stream and the unpleasant odours 
emitted by accumulated waste encouraged land owners and their tenants to build as near as 
possible to the George Street boundary facing away from the cove.  The exception was secondary 
buildings such as stores, sheds and workshops linked to trade and maritime activities that were 
built towards the centre of the leases in a haphazard fashion.  For many years after its incorporation 
on 20 July 1842 Sydney Municipal Council was ineffective in managing the increasing quantities of 
waste generated by the settlement, in particular by landholders and tenants who disposed of waste 
into the watercourse.  The neglected state of the Tank Stream estuary and the erosion of its banks 
ƴŜŀǊ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊ tǊƻǳǘΩǎ мупн ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ /ƻǾŜ όFigure 
3.7).   
                                                           
19

 ΨaŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣΩ IƻŘŘƭŜΣ [ŀǊƳŜǊ ϧ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ муомΣ {w LǘŜƳ рппу ϧ рппфΣ {wb{². 
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Figure 3.7: View of Sydney Cove by John Skinner Prout, 1842.  The image illustrates the character of the 
mud flats to the east of the study area at the mouth of the Tank Stream.  Bib ID 2903188, NLA.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.8: The Tank Stream at Bridge Street, as observed by John Skinner Prout in 1842.  SLNSW Call No. 

DG SSV1A / 32. 

 
 



29 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe                              182 George & 33-35 Pitt Streets, Sydney

                       Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment & Impact Statement 

3.6 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ DǊŀƴǘǎΣ мурл-1870 
James Underwood died on 19 February 1844 and under the terms of his will the Underwood Estate 
was held in trust for his sons, including Thomas Underwood who is linked to the study area.  The 
¢ŀƴƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ мурс ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƎǊŀƴǘΩ, ŀ ǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŀƳŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƴƪ {tream.  A 
small portion of the 5½ perch site relates to the study area.20  It was later consolidated with land 
from the Underwood Estate.21   
 
!ŦǘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мурсΣ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ .ƭŀƴŎƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ Wǳƭƛŀ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ IƻǊǎƭŜȅ 
near Prospect, partitioned the Johnston Estate land in Sydney.  The study area includes 22½ p 
owned by Julia Johnston, 38 ¼ perches by Blanche Weston, and 2 ¼ perches of a grant to Blanche 
Weston after the reclamation of land over the Tank Stream.22  For simplicity, parts of the study area 
linked to Julia Johnston and Blanche Weston will be referred to as the Johnston Estate.   
 
 

Figure 3.9: Part of a trignometrical survey of Sydney, dated c.1855.  The study area is outlined in orange.  
¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ όlabelled A) are linked to George Street tenants including 
5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ CƻǳƴŘǊȅ όlabelled /ύ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ ǘŜƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ όlabelled D).  Underwood Estate 
(labelled B) shows buildings in the study area listed as being of stone and timber.  Block B2-1 Trig 
Survey, c.1855, Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives. 

                                                           
20

 PA 4694 and DP 54694, LPI. 
21

 The grant boundaries were adjusted in 1878. The Underwood Family Papers relating to Thomas Underwood (A5444 Box 
2 ML SLNSW) include surveys and letters relating to the Pitt Street boundary in 1878.  Although not required in the 
context of this report, they should be consulted if further research into the eastern boundary of the study area is required.   
22

 Vol 1145 Fol 240, LPI.  
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A c. 1855 trigonometrical survey of Sydney records increasing building development on the 
Johnston and Underwood estates on the west side of the Tank Stream (Figure 3.9).  The majority of 
buildings in the study area were of timber and iron construction, with a few in stone or brick. 
Colours on the survey indicate construction materials such as stone (umber), brick (red), timber 
(brown) and iron (blue).  Structures shown in pencil represent development post-dating the original 
survey.23  At this time the numerous timber buildings in the study area were associated with George 
Street houses, shops and businesses.  Council assessment records for 1845 indicate that at the rear 
of 610 (202-нллύ [ƻǿŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ, ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎƛȄ ǿƻƻŘ ǘŜƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘ 
at 4/- ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ ōŀŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΩΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ смп όмфу-196) Lower George Street 
leased by John Williams had a cooperage at the rear (Appendix 2).24  Although further away from 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘǊȅΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǘ bƻ нур DŜƻǊƎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ мупу ŀƴŘ ŀǘ нт-43 
Pitt Street in 1858, is likely to be associated with buildings in the study area.   
 
Other features of the c. 1855 trigonometrical survey include a boundary wall between the Johnston 
9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƴƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳ ŀǘ 
Underwood Street.   
 
Although not identifiable on the plans of the period, Council Assessment Books for Bourke Ward 
name tenants and provide description of Underwood Estate buildings (Appendix 2).  In 1858 Henry 
Selfe leased 45 Pitt Street recorded as a two-storey, two-roomed open shed constructed of stone 
and tin.  In 1861 and 1863 Selfe occupied 29 Pitt Street and was variously described as a contractor, 
or engineer and dealer in building materials.  The property was a single-ǎǘƻǊŜȅ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜΩ ŎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
roofed in iron, replacing an earlier building at this location.25  Due to the organisation of the 
assessment records and changes in street numbering, it is not possible to securely identify other 
tenants in the study area.   
 
A revised trigonometrical survey dated 1865 records the study area after the enclosure in 1856 of 
the Tank Stream and extension of Pitt Street (Figure 3.10).  Comparison of the c1855 and 1865 
surveys shows the formalisation of streets and their alignment.  Improved access to the multiple-
occupancy estate encouraged development of the increasingly busy commercial area.  A number of 
new buildings in the Underwood Estate (one in iron and another of unidentified material) are linked 
to the many small industries that still occupied the city, especially around the wharves.  Buildings 
pencilled on the survey record post c1865 construction.26  From 1867 until 1871 John McIlwraith & 
Co, importers of building materials leased an office and yard at 27 Pitt Street on the corner of 
Underwood Street.  The single-storey, iron clad structure described on the site corresponds to the 
building occupied by Henry Selfe in 1863 (green arrow).27   

                                                           
23

 Block B2-1 Trig Survey, c1855, CSA. 
24

 Assessments Schedule, Appendix 2. 
25

 Assessments and Sands Directory Schedules, Appendix 2.   
26

 Block B2-1 Trig Survey, c1855, CSA. 
27

 See Assessments Schedule. 
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Figure 3.10: Part of an 1865 trigonometrical survey showing the extension of Pitt Street along the eastern 
boundary of the Johnston and Underwood Estates.  McIlwraith & Co at 27 Pitt Street and the 
corner of Underwood Street is arrowed in green.  The pencil outlined buildings are later additions 
and represent a later stores building erected above the smaller earlier buildings.  Block B2 Trig 
Survey, 1865, CSA.  Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives.   

 
 
The 1865 trigonometrical survey records fewer changes to the Johnston Estate than evident on the 
Underwood Estate.  The footprints of the timber buildings at the rear of the George Street 
properties show evidence of small extensions and alteration.  As noted previously, it is difficult to 
securely identify buildings and their tenants on the Johnston and Underwood Estates.  Of few able 
to be identified are six timber houses with shingle roofǎ ƛƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ΨƻŦŦΩ George St, recorded 
in 1863 and extending into the western end of the study area.28   
 
 

3.7 Development of JohnǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ DǊŀƴǘǎΣ мутм-1880 
The study area underwent redevelopment in the 1870s and 1880s due to the increase in value of 
land in the city of Sydney and the deterioration of buildings, many of which had become 
ǳƴƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀōƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΩǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ !Ŏǘǎ ƻŦ муто ŀƴŘ мутп ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ of James 
Underwood Estate to be sold to provide capital for the maintenance and improvement of the 
estate.29  Estate trustees William George Pennington, William Henry Mackenzie the elder, John 
Piper Mackenzie, Robert John King and Charles Wye Weekes of Sydney managed tenancies and land 
sales from this date.  A primary application dated 1874 records tenants including Blyth, Drysdale 

                                                           
28

 See Assessments Schedule. 
29

 Underwood Estate Act 1873 and Underwood Estate Act Amendment, 1874.    
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and Roberts, R. A. & H. R. Robinson, Thomas Sutcliffe Mort, Frederick Ebsworth, and Mrs Marns.  
Deposited Plan No 53771 linked ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¢ƻǊǊŜƴǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΩ 
premises and construction material (Figure 3.11).  Blyth, Drysdale and Roberts occupied a brick-
fronted, iron-roofed building on the corner of Pitt and Underwood Streets.  aǊǎ aŀǊƴǎΩ ŘŀƛǊȅ ǿŀǎ 
an unusual tenancy in a largely industrial and commercial area, and is likely to have been linked to 
distribution rather than production.30   
 
 

 
Figure 3.11: Part of DP53771 providing details of Underwood Estate lessees and construction material of 

the premises, 22 Aug 1874.  DP53771, LPI.   

 
 
In 1877 Andrew Drysdale (Blyth, Drysdale and Roberts) occupied 27 Pitt Street, an extensive two-
storey, brick store with eleven rooms.  Drysdale is linked to Thomas Mort, a tenant of the Johnston 
Estate to the north and in the study area.  Frederick Ebsworth leased the western-most site along 
Underwood Street (nos 16, 18 at this time), occupying a three-storey, stone store with a shingled 
roof and four rooms.31   
 
In 1878 Julia Johnston (1796-1879) conveyed Lots 7 and 8 of the Johnston Estate to her nephew 
Frederick Weston, a surveyor of Parramatta.  Weston heavily mortgaged the land to fund land 
development in western Sydney.32  {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ [ƻǘǎ т ŀƴŘ у ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ψ5ƻǾŜΩǎ tƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩ ƛƴ 
1880 record buildings including a timber shed linked to George Street tenancies, and iron and 
ǘƛƳōŜǊ ǎƘŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ǳƳōŜǊ ¸ŀǊŘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛǘǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ όFigure 3.12).33  Construction materials 
are distinguished by colour, with pink representing brick or stone, yellow indicating timber and blue 
indicating iron.   
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 PA 3771 & DP 53771, LPI. 
31

 See Assessments and Sands Directory Schedules. 
32

 Bk 197 No 804, Bk 201 No 102, LPI.  Other mortgages listed in Land Titles Schedule. 
33

 .ƭƻŎƪ прΣ Ψtƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣΩ I tŜǊŎȅ 5ƻǾŜΣ муулΣ CSA. 
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Figure 3.12Υ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ 5ƻǾŜΩǎ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ .ƭock 45 in Sydney showing tenancies in the study area and the 
construction materials of the buildings in 1880.  Building materials indicated by colour are, pink for 
brick or stone, yellow for timber and blue for iron.  Ψ5ƻǾŜΩǎ tƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩΣ .ƭƻŎƪ прΣ му80, 
Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives.  

 
 
Figure 3.12 ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 9ōǎǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ-storey, stone wool 
stores featuring windows on the south and east facades.  To the east, single-storey stone buildings 
flanked a small courtyard on the northern side of which was a timber shed, probably the buildings 
associated with Mrs MarƴΩǎ ŘŀƛǊȅΦ  [ŜŀǊƳƻƴǘƘ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƛǊƻƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ tƛǘǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀŘ 
a brick façade on the east side, and a timber facade to the south.34   
 

3.8 Development of JohnǎǘƻƴΩǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΣ муум-1906 
¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ [ƻǘǎ т ŀƴŘ у ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
demolished in the mid-1880s (Figure 3.13).  Weston died in 1884 and United Colonial Land 
Investment Company purchased the land in 1888.  The property was conveyed in 1890 to 
mortgagees and investors John Boyd Watson, William Cain and Malcolm McEachern.35  Watson 
(1828-1889) a mining magnate and investor, McEachern a businessman and politician, and Cain 
(1831-1914) a businessman and contractor, were well-known in Victoria.36  The site, later described 
as 22½ perch (556.44 sq m), was accessible via a narrow lane from George Street, limiting its 
development potential for retail use (Figure 3.13).  In 1906 Watson, Cain and McEachern sold a ¾ 
perch (18.9 sq m) triangular portion of land at the eastern end of the site to Frederick Crane, the 
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 .ƭƻŎƪ прΣ Ψtƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩ, H Percy Dove, 1880, CSA. 
35

 PA 14689 LPI.  DP 58298, LPI. Also see Land Titles Schedules Johnston Part 2. 
36

 F. Cusack, 'John Boyd Watson (1828ς1889)', Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB), 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/watson-john-boyd-4812/text8023; D. Dunstan, 'Sir Malcolm Donald McEacharn (1852ς
1910)', ADB, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mceacharn-sir-malcolm-donald-7350/text12765; J. A. Hone, 'William Cain 
(1831ς1914)', ADB, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/cain-william-186/text4679. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/watson-john-boyd-4812/text8023
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mceacharn-sir-malcolm-donald-7350/text12765
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/cain-william-186/text4679
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A 

owner of adjacent properties in the study area.37  Council Assessment Books for Bourke Ward in 
мфлн ŀƴŘ мфлт ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǎ ΨƻŦŦΩ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ мун-186 
George Street.38   
 

Figure 3.13: Part of a plan of 22 ½ perches (labelled A) of Johnston Estate land conveyed to investors 
Watson, Cain and McEachern in 1890.  G.E. Crane & Sons Ltd purchased ¾ perches of the land in 
1906 (indicated with green arrow).  DP54689 (1906), LPI.   
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 PA 47417 LPI; PA 47417 LPI. 
38

 See Assessments Schedule. 
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B 

In 1890 Blanche Weston (1806-1904) converted her share of the Johnston Estate to Torrens Title.  
An area of 38 ¼ perches (967.5 sq m) corresponds with the northern part of the study area (Figure 
3.14).  A large part of the site corresponds to land reclaimed on the western side of the Tank Stream 
before 1833.  The timber buildings documented on c1855 and 1865 trigonometrical surveys (Figure 
3.9, Figure 3.10) were no longer extant.  Stores and office buildings on the plan date from the 1870s 
and 1880s.  Land in the Deposited Plan No 58298 included 2 ¼ perches (56.91 sq m) of a 23 perch 
ƎǊŀƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨhƭŘ ¢ŀƴƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳΩ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ муфпΦ39   
 
 

Figure 3.14: An undated (c.1889) survey of 38 ¼ ǇŜǊŎƘŜǎ όƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ .ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ н ѻ 
perches of land granted to Blanche Weston over the Old Tank Stream (indicated by dashed line).  
Tenants incƭǳŘŜŘ aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ ϧ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /h ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  5tрунфуΣ [tLΦ   

 
 
Table 2 below shows listings in the Sands Directory linked to 38 ¼ perches of the study area 
associated with 33 Pitt Street, Sydney.  The site was used in conjunction with land to the north 
outside the study area.   
 
Table 2: Business listed in the {ŀƴŘǎΩ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ϧ {ǳōǳǊōŀƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ, 1867-1905, associated with the study 

area.   

Year of Issue Sands Sydney & Suburban Directory ς 33 Pitt Street Sydney 

1867-1871 27 & 29 J. McIlwraith & Co lead manufacturers and importers of building materials.   

1873 aƻǊǘΩǎ CƻǳƴŘǊȅ ϧ !ǎǎŀȅ 5ŜǇǘΦ   

1875 25 Mort & Co Assaying Dept.   

1876 25 Mort & Co Assaying Dept.   

1877 
25 ¢Φ {Φ aƻǊǘΣ aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ /ƻΦ   
Campbell, Jas R. agent.   
C. Watt, assayer & Government analyst.   

1879 нр aƻǊǘΩǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻ [ǘŘΦ   
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 Vol 1145 Fol 240, LPI; PA 8298, LPI; DP58298, LPI. 
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Year of Issue Sands Sydney & Suburban Directory ς 33 Pitt Street Sydney 

Charles Watt, assayer etc.   

1880 

нр aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻ [ǘŘΦ   
Drysdale & Roberts iron stores.   
Charles Watt, analytical chemist & assayer.   
John Drake.   

1882 
35 Harris & Solomon customhouse agents.   
aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ ϧ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻ [ǘŘ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  ²ƻǊƪǎ ϧ 5Ǌȅ 5ƻŎƪ .ŀƭƳŀƛƴΦ   

1885 

33 Briscoe, Drysdale & Co iron merchants.   
C.C. Medcalf, hardware & metal broker.   
Joseph Page, mining agent.   
aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ ϧ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ Wt CǊŀƴƪΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ   

1890 
33 Sydney Transfer Co ς Thomas R Austin manager.   
ор aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻ [ǘŘ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ   

1895-1900 
33 Sydney Transfer Co Depot.   
J. Barre Johnson & Co General merchants.   
33 Sutton & Co General Carrier.   

1905 
33 Sutton & Co General Carrier.   
33 John Mackenzie, marble slate etc yard show rooms 52 Pitt St.   
оо {Ŏƻǘǘ {ƛōŀƭŘ ϧ /ƻ tǘȅ [ǘŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΧƎŀƭǾŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƛǊƻƴ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ   

 
 
From 1860, tenants in the study area were associated with mining, manufacture, importation and 
trade.  The industrial and commercial character of the study area is evidence of the close 
connection between this part of Sydney and the docks at Circular Quay during the 19th century, and 
into the early 20th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  aƻǊǘΩǎ 5ƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻ [ǘŘΣ established by Thomas Sutcliffe 
Mort (1816-1878) in 1853 was the largest shipyard and engineering workshop in Australia in the 
second half of the 19th century.40  ThŜ ŀǎǎŀȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ tƛǘǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ aƻǊǘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
industrial interests.41  Council assessment books for 1877 record 27 Pitt Street with a two-storey, 
iron-roofed, brick storehouse with eleven rooms.42   
 
In the late 19th century the study area remained semi-industrial.  Tenants from 1895 to 1905 
included a general carrier, wool broker, wool and skin merchant, marble and slate yard, and 
galvanised iron merchant.43  The study area underwent a transition after 1900 with the 
consolidation of smaller sites and exodus of the smaller manufacturers and depots from the city 
centre.  Larger enterprises with capital consolidated smaller sites and built new and modern 
headquarters.  From 1871 G. E. Crane and Company, importers and manufacturers traded from 23-
25 Pitt Street to the north of the study area.  In August 1905 the company purchased 38¼ perches 
of the Johnston Estate, and two smaller sites in the study area, for the construction of Stanway 
House and a warehouse for bulk storage.44   
 
 

3.9 Subdivision and Development of the Underwood Estate, 1883-1907 
The Underwood Estate was subdivided for auction in 1883 with allotments in the study area 
subdivided as Lots 10, 11, 12 and 15 (Figure 3.15).  Tenants included F. & E. A. 9ōǎǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǿƻƻƭǎǘƻǊŜ 
on Lot 10; blacksmith Malcolm Neill, and carpenter George Wood on Lot 11; and Learmonth 
Dickenson, operators of an iron store, and Briscoe Drysdale & Co, hardware merchants on Lots 12 

                                                           
40

 A. Barnard, 'Thomas Sutcliffe Mort (1816ς1878)', ADB, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mort-thomas-sutcliffe-
4258/text6777. 
41

 SMH 6 Sep 1873: 9. 
42

 See Assessment Schedule. 
43

 See Sands Directory Schedule. 
44

 See Assessment Schedule; Vol 1158 Fol 27, LPI; Vol 1626 Fol 105, LPI. 
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and 15.45  With a long history at this location near Circular Quay, Frederick Louis Ebsworth (1816-
1884) established a wool-broking business in Pitt Street in October 1839 and was an agent for the 
Australian Agricultural Company.  In 1855 he worked as a wool specialist with Mort & Co, before 
setting up independently on the adjacent site in 1860.46   
 

 

Figure 3.15: Allotments 10, 11, 12 and 15 in the Underwood Estate offered at auction on 3 August 1883.  SP 
811.1715/21 ML SLNSW.   

 
 
The small Underwood Estate allotments sold slowly with Lot 10 (8¾ p) purchased by master cooper 
Alexander William Cormack in 1884 for £2700.  In 1886 tobacco merchant and developer Thomas 
Saywell purchased Lot 15 (18 ½ p) and Arthur Frederick Smart bought Lots 11 and 12 (8 p and 6 ¼ 
p).  Smart re-subdivided Lots 11 and 12 in 1886, selling portions to Cormack (4 ¾ p of Lot 11), and 
John Thomas Neale of Potts Point (parts of Lot 11 & 12).  In 1888 the United Colonial Land 
Investment Company acquired the remaining 6½ perches of Lot 12, also purchasing three perches of 
bŜŀƭŜΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘΦ47  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ [ŀƴŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƻǘ мн 
provided secondary access for the 22½ perch site to the north (See Section 3.8: Development of the 
Johnston Estate, 1881-1905).   
 
Lot 10 and 11 provided A. W. Cormack with a city depot, operating in conjunction with a factory 
established at Darling Harbour in 1872.  Cormack occupied one building on his Underwood Street 
allotments from c1907-1910, leasing others on adjacent land.48  Assessment records for Underwood 
Street in the late 19th century are inconsistent and sometimes inaccurate, however, after 1900 they 
correspond more closely to maps and plans of the period.  In 1902 there were two stone buildings 
owned by Cormack adjacent to an iron store that he occupied.  The Australian Electric Light 
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 SP 811.1715/21, ML SLNSW; See Assessments and Sands Directory Schedules. 
46

 DΦ tΦ ²ŀƭǎƘΣ ΨCǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ [ƻǳƛǎ 9ōǎǿƻǊǘƘ όму16-муупύΣΩ ADB, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/ebsworth-frederick-louis-
3465/text5299. 
47

  Vol 478 Fols 8 & 9, LPI. 
48

 AT&CJ 26 Sep 1874: 501; Vol 728 Fol 100, LPI; Vol 806 Fol 98, LPI; Vol 808 Fol 238, LPI; Vol 824 Fol 11, LPI. 
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3.10.1 Lots 10, 11, 12 & 15 DP 1092, 3-17 Underwood Street, 1904-1905 

In December 1904 Sydney importers G. E. Crane & Sons Ltd purchased Lot 15 of 18½ perches, and 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ рѹ Ǉ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘΩ ǘƻ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ the 
adjacent 38¼ perches of the Johnston Estate in 1905 providing a suitable building block with main 
street exposure on which to build showrooms and offices (Figure 3.16, Figure 3.17).  The 
formalisation of Crane Place provided access to stores at the west.  In January 1906 they acquired a 
further three quarter perch allotment at the western intersection of the two sites.52   
 
By 1907 Alexander William Cormack, owner of Lot 10, had acquired Lots 11 and 12.  Cormack 
occupied premises in Underwood Street until c. 1910 and in 1912 the titles were transferred to the 
Permanent Trustee Company of NSW, managers of CorƳŀŎƪΩǎ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ  bƻŎƪ ϧ YƛǊōȅ [ǘŘ 
ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƻǊƳŀŎƪΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏ. 1909, gradually expanding their 
leasehold.53  Both Nock & Kirby Ltd and G. E. Crane & Sons Ltd continued their association with the 
study area during the first half of the 20th century.   
 
 

Figure 3.17: Part of a Fire Underwriters Survey showing GE Crane & Sons at 33-35 Pitt Street, incorporating 
38¼ p and ¾ p of the Johnston Estate (outlined in blue) and Lot 15 DP1092 of the Underwood 
Estate (outlined in green), 1921.  Block 125, CSA.   
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 Vol 4065 Fol 172, LPI; Vol 811 Fol 606, LPI. 
53

 Vol 728 Fol 100, LPI. 
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