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Overview 

 

The Sydney-Nagoya Sister City partnership has experienced long and successful ties, beginning their 
Sister City Committee in 1980. Whilst the Nagoya-Sydney Committee began with trade and 
commerce-focused objectives, our current aims are culturally-based. Sydney is able to liaise with 
Nagoya, and demonstrate our commitment to Japanese culture within our programs and activities. 
We are able to capture the similarities and explore and celebrate the differences, as observed 
through such locally enjoyed things as cuisine and artistic explorations.  

We are able to exchange information and knowledge to deliver on the demands from both our 
residents and visitors. This includes assisting one another with the many diverse and challenging 
needs of economic, social, structural and cultural expansion of our cities. Our strong partnership 
enables a culturally enriching experience, giving Sydney a unique understanding of Japanese culture.  

Sydney shares a Sister City relationship with many different cities across the globe, including San 
Francisco, Wellington, Portsmouth, Guangzhou, Florence and of course, the most active committee 
we share, with Nagoya. This ensures that Sydney will be able to maintain its position as an 
international hub, and accurately represent the many diverse cultures that enliven our City. 

Importantly, we share many integral activities with Nagoya that promote sustainable measures, and 
further programs that highlight social and cultural benefits. We have a formal sister-zoo relationship 
with Nagoya, instigated in the early 1980s when Taronga Zoo first sent koalas, an iconic Australian 
animal, to Nagoya Higashiyama Zoo. This has promoted a sustainability focused share on the 
husbandry knowledge of animals, and supports endangered species breeding programs between the 
cities. 

There are further expansions into the realm of education, through the Sydney-Nagoya Student 
Exchange Program and the Art Exchange Program. This has encouraged and enabled students from 
Sydney schools to travel to Nagoya, to visit and perform for such things as the 2005 World Expo in 
Aichi Prefecture. There have been strong financial advantages to these educational ties, with Nagoya 
donating $2 million to Macquarie University in 1988. Students from Nagoya are welcomed into 
Sydney annually, assisting the welcome reception at Sydney Town Hall. Such benefits of partnership 
extend through to the financial, social, and cultural strengthening of our city.  

The Committee has demonstrated a resolute commitment to further strengthen this important 
cultural partnership. Our Committee has donated to a replica of an anchor of the HMS Sirius to 
Nagoya in 1989 to mark the 10th Anniversary; and planned the Council-funded upgrade of the 
Nagoya Gardens in Hyde Park in 2005 marking the 25th anniversary. Our cultural and social activities 
have been extensive, including visits between representatives of Nagoya and Sydney: In 1993, 
Sydney school rugby teams were sent to Nagoya for school matches; In 1995, then Lord Mayor Frank 
Sartor participated in the Sydney Fair in Nagoya for the 15th anniversary; in 2005, the 25th 
anniversary was marked by Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP who attended the World Expo in Nagoya. 
In 2010, Sydney welcomed Mayor Takashi Kawamura, Assembly members and citizens’ group, who 
visited to celebrate the 30th Anniversary. There have been further cultural and sustainability focused 
programs including a presentation in 2006 at the Nagoya Festival, exhibiting the photographic works 
of Rick Stevens, award-winning Sydney photographer, depicting Taronga Zoo and Sydney landscape; 
there was a school book exchange between Sydney and Nagoya schools in 2000; and there is an 
annual display of school students’ artwork in Nagoya. These demonstrate the long-standing 
commitment to our cultural partnership, shared between Nagoya and Sydney.  
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The most recent celebration of our rich history took place to celebrate the 35th Anniversary, with 
Councillors Jenny Green and Irene Doutney visiting Nagoya in October 2015, representing the City of 
Sydney. In attending culturally relevant landscapes and festivals, we can ensure that this 
extraordinary Japanese culture is well represented within the City of Sydney. We look forward to 
future programs and activities that unravel in the coming years, which will continue celebrating this 
important international liaison.   
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Nagoya Sister City Festival 2015 

 

Day one: Friday 16 October 

9.45am – 11.10am  Visit Tokugawa Garden and Tokugawa Art Museum 

11.30am – 12pm   Courtesy Call to Mayor Kawamura 

 

 

Councillor Green (standing on left) and Councillor Doutney (sitting on left) visiting Mayor Kawamura 
at Civic Reception Town Hall for the Courtesy Call. Councillor Green gave the introductory speech at 
the Civic reception on behalf of the City and Sister City delegation. Gifts were exchanged and the 
economic and cultural benefits of the Two cities relationship were discussed. 
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Councillor Green and Councillor Doutney visiting the Mayor and delegates at Civic Reception Hall 

 

2.00pm-3.30pm Higashiyama Zoo Guide Tour.  Higashiyama Zoo & Botanical Gardens (To be 
accompanied by 4 High School students  who attended Sydney Town Hall 
this year as part of the student exchange program) 

3.30pm – 4.00pm Planting ceremony hosted by Deputy Mayor Teruo Shinkai - Higashiyama 
Zoo & Botanical Gardens. This was attended by many members of the City 
Assembly and the City of Sydney presented the gardens with 3 Callistemon 
plants known in Australia as “bottle brushes”. This continues a tradition of 
native plant exchanges between the Higashiyama Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens and the Nagoya Garden in Sydney’s Hyde Park.  
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Councillor Doutney delivering a speech as a City of Sydney representative at the Planting Ceremony 
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Councillor Green and Councillor Doutney with the Deputy Mayor and delegates at the Tree-planting 
ceremony 

 

 

Councillor Green (on left) and Councillor Doutney (on right) with Assembly Member celebrating the 
Tree-planting Ceremony 
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6.30pm – 8.00pm Welcome Reception hosted by Nagoya Sister Cities Association- Westin 
Nagoya Castle 

 

 

Councillor Green speaking at the Welcome Reception with other representatives from Sister Cities of 
Turin, LA and Mexico, at the Westin Nagoya Castle 

 

 

Councillor Doutney and guests at the Welcome Reception 
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Day two: Saturday 17 October 

9.30am – 11.00am Visit Shirotori Garden (Tea ceremony experience) 

 

Councillor Jenny Green visiting the Tea Ceremony Experience 

 

11.30am Lunch with Rioya & Mr TAKADA, from CLAIR Tokyo & Ms ITO Yuka, Ward 
Office in Nagoya & Miss HASEGAWA Momoko, Board of Education - Kiln 
Restaurant at Noritake Garden. Discussions were had with CLAIR members 
and City staff about their experiences working in Sydney CLAIR Office at 
Martin Place and with City of Sydney.  

1.00pm – 2.00pm Visit Noritake Garden 

3.00pm – 3.30pm Sister Cities Festival 2015 opening ceremony- Oasis 21 

3.30pm – 4.00pm Sister Cities Festival 2015 - Oasis 21 
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Councillor Doutney delivering a speech with delegates at Oasis 21, Sister City Festival. Councillor 
Doutney gave the opening speech for the City of Sydney at the large Oasis 21 Centre launch of the 
Sister City Celebrations.  

 

6.30pm – 8.00pm Dinner hosted by Mayor Kawamura - Hitohashi Restaurant (Japanese Casual 
Restaurant) 

 

Councillor Green and Councillor Doutney having dinner hosted by Mayor Kawamura 
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Day three: Sunday 18 October  

9.30am – 10.30am Visit Nagoya Castle 

 

The culturally significant Nagoya Castle 

12.30pm – 1.40pm Sister Cities Parade start. Councillors Jenny Green and Irene Doutney were 
part of the Nagoya Festival Parade leading the Sydney delegation. The 
Councillors threw small toy koalas to the children along the parade route 
which was received with delight by the citizens of Nagoya. The Australian 
contingent was very popular and cemented our friendship with the City of 
Nagoya.  

 

Councillor Green and Councillor Doutney representing Sydney in the Sister City Parade 
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NAGOYA REPRESENTATIVES IN SYDNEY 

Following the return of Councillor Green and Councillor Doutney from Nagoya, Sydney had the 
opportunity to welcome representatives from Nagoya, for further cultural exchanges with a focus on 
Sydney, on 1 November 2015. The City of Sydney was honoured to welcome the Mayor from 
Nagoya, who was joined by his delegates, to experience the culture of Sydney and to further 
consolidate the links between our cities’ forging identities.   

Representative visits honour each city’s role to the other. The Lord Mayor Kawamura from Nagoya 
and his delegates were able to explore Sydney and partake in the activities that symbolise our 
important relationship. He presented Sydney with 9 Sasanqua Camellia flowers which were planted 
in Hyde Park at the Tree planting ceremony, honouring this long-standing relationship. This event 
was hosted by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Sydney.  

The visit was further celebrated with a festival in the park, and a visit to Taronga Zoo; marking our 
mutual priority on sustainability and animal husbandry. To conclude the celebrations, Nagoya 
representatives had a courtesy call with the Mayor, followed by dinner. 

 

Please see next page for Nagoya Day celebrations pamphlet held in Sydney.  
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APPENDIX: 
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