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COP21 PARIS - SUMMARY OF MEDIA COVERAGE

10 December 2015

Nature - Cities bask in spotlight at Paris climate talks
http://www.nature.com/news/cities-bask-in-spotlight-at-paris-climate-talks-1.19006

9 December 2015

Taiwanese Environmental Information Centre - [COP21;E#f) EEBEER

BEERETRFMAEHEE

http://e-info.org.tw/node/112013

Ameri Publications - Africa gets $10bn boost for renewable energy
http://www.ameripublications.com/africa-gets-10bn-boost-for-renewable-energy/38303

8 December 2015

The Sydney Morning Herald - Paris UN climate conference 2015: ‘Clover
tells Paris the grass looks greener down here’
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/un-climate-conference/paris-un-climate-
conference--clover-moore-says-government-hindering-her-carbon-neutral-efforts-
20151203-glf653.html

Khaleej Times Dubai - Use renewable energy to fight climate change
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/general/use-renewable-energy-to-fight-climate-
change

The Economist - Local policies can combat emissions where international

ones fall short
http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21679695-mayors-turn-local-policies-can-
combat-emissions-where-international-ones-fall-short

Gizmodo - Why Cities Are Better at Fighting Climate Change Than

Countries
http://gizmodo.com/why-cities-are-beating-countries-at-fighting-climate-ch-1746631221

Clean Technica - Energy Day At COP21 Unlocks Climate Solutions
https://cleantechnica.com/2015/12/08/energy-day-cop21-unlocks-climate-solutions/

Itu.com.br - Modelo de residuos sdlidos de Itu é apresentado a
autoridades na COP21
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http://www.itu.com.br/sustentabilidade/noticia/modelo-de-residuos-solidos-de-itu-e-
apresentado-a-autoridades-na-cop21-20151208

7 December 2015

Gulf News - UAE committed to negotiations on climate change

http://gulfnews.com/news/europe/france/uae-committed-to-negotiations-on-climate-
change-1.1633357

The Georgia Straight - Shauna Sylvester: Shifting and divergent narratives
at COP21

http://www.straight.com/news/592386/shauna-sylvester-shifting-and-divergent-
narratives-cop21

6 December 2015

Imperial Valley News - Governor Brown, Ambassador Hartley Welcome 15

New Signatories to Under 2 MOU Climate Pact
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/news/world-news/6660-governor-
brown-ambassador-hartley-welcome-15-new-signatories-to-under-2-mou-climate-
pact.html

4 December 2015

Bloomberg TV - Sydney Mayor Moore: Extreme Weather Accelerating
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2015-12-04/sydney-mayor-moore-extreme-
weather-accelerating

Casper Star Tribune - The Latest: US climate envoy pushes for high-
ambition deal

http://trib.com/news/science/the-latest-paris-protesters-urge-grown-up-deal-on-
climate/article_a7338b5f-1395-57a5-9015-0999aale71dd.html

Green Left Weekly - Huge protest for action on climate change
https://www.greenleft.org.au/node/60787

Le Monde - COP21 : 700 maires du monde réunis a Paris pour exercer «

une pression positive »
http://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2015/12/04/cop21-un-millier-de-maires-et-d-
elus-locaux-venus-du-monde-entier-et-reunis-a-paris_4824018 3244.html

France TV - 1.000 maires du monde se réunissent pour le climat
http://france3-regions.francetvinfo.fr/paris-ile-de-france/1000-maires-du-monde-se-
reunissent-pour-le-climat-870405.html
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Associated Press - The latest: Climate conference at midway but

negotiators say much of accord still under debate
http://www.newser.com/article/7f69875b78044746bf4af0d4d3f34b40/the-latest-
climate-conference-at-midway-but-negotiators-say-much-of-accord-still-under-
debate.html

Le Figaro - Pour Anne Hidalgo, les défis climatiques reposent «sur les

épaules» des maires
http://www.lefigaro.fr/politique/2015/12/03/01002-20151203ARTFIG00197-pour-anne-
hidalgo-les-defis-climatiques-reposent-sur-les-epaules-des-maires.php

L’Obs - QUAND LES MAIRES S'ENGAGENT POUR LES ENJEUX PLANETAIRES:

C40 et PLUS
http://annachronique.blogs.nouvelobs.com/archive/2015/12/03/quand-les-maires-s-
engagent-pour-les-enjeux-planetaires-c40-574716.html

Saporta Report - Mayor Reed’s office releases update on his activities at

Paris Climate Change Conference
ttp://saportareport.com/mayor-reeds-office-releases-update-on-his-activities-at-paris-
climate-change-conference/

Pacific Standard Magazine - These Mayors Are Stealing Good Ideas, One

City At a Time
http://www.psmag.com/politics-and-law/c40-mayors-share-ideas-and-wear-funny-socks

Blue & Green Tomorrow - #COP21: World’s Local Leaders Commit To A

100% Renewable Future
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/2015/12/04/cop21-worlds-local-leaders-commit-to-
a-100-renewable-future/

Cogeneration & Onsite Power Production - Mayors share energy efficiency

best practices at COP21
http://www.cospp.com/articles/2015/12/mayors-share-energy-efficiency-best-practices-
at-cop21.html

BBC News - COP21: City mayors discuss green solutions
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34999962

3 December 2015

The Australian Financial Review - Sydney office towers slash carbon
emissions
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http://www.afr.com/real-estate/sydney-office-towers-slash-carbon-emissions-
20151202-gldfob

Urban Developer - Commercial Office Tower Emissions Can Be Slashed
http://www.theurbandeveloper.com/commercial-office-tower-emissions-slashed/

Daily Telegraph - Sydney shows way on climate change: mayor (also
syndicated by The Courier Mail, NT News, 7 News, Hobart Mercury, Cairns

Post, Geelong Advertiser, Herald Sun, Sky News Australia, Perth Now)
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/breaking-news/sydney-shows-way-on-climate-
change-mayor/news-story/41d40154d0ea03af9081ac448bf6b9bl

Central Magazine- Clover Moore puts Sydney centre stage in Paris climate
talks

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/city-east/clover-moore-puts-sydney-
centre-stage-in-paris-climate-talks/story-fngr8h22-1227632135640

Mozo - Sydney Mayor aims for 70% carbon emissions drop by 2030
https://mozo.com.au/energy/articles/sydney-mayor-aims-for-70-carbon-emissions-drop-
by-2030/3474167933

The Fifth Estate - Better Buildings Partnership announces large carbon cuts
http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/politics/local-government/better-buildings-
partnership-announces-large-carbon-cuts/79205

30 November 2015

The Australian Financial Review - UN Climate Conference 2015: High-rise

boom adds to carbon challenge

http://www.afr.com/news/policy/climate/un-climate-conference-2015-highrise-boom-
adds-to-carbon-challenge-20151130-glbkut

The Weather Channel - PHOTOS: Global Climate March Attracts Droves of

Supporters, Clashes
http://www.weather.com/photos/news/global-climate-march

International Business Times — COP21: Global rallies, terror attacks might

push ‘firm’ climate deal
http://www.ibtimes.com.au/cop21-global-rallies-terror-attacks-might-push-firm-climate-
deal-1487770

Business Day BD Live - Climate change activists in global action
http://www.bdlive.co.za/world/2015/11/30/climate-change-activists-in-global-action
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Radio New Zealand - Global rallies call for climate change action
http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/world/290883/global-rallies-call-for-climate-change-
action

The Guardian - 'We can't go on as we are': why sustainability is the big

issue of our time
http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2015/dec/01/we-cant-go-on-as-we-
are-why-sustainability-is-the-big-issue-of-our-time

29 November 2015

The Sun Herald - | couldn’t look my children in the eye, says climate change

marcher
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/i-couldnt-look-my-children-in-the-eye-says-climate-
change-marcher-20151127-gl9kyb.html

SBS TV News - Huge crowds gather for Australian climate marches
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/11/29/huge-crowds-gather-australian-
climate-marches

Nine News - Thousands march for climate change in Sydney
http://www.9news.com.au/national/2015/11/29/19/05/in-pictures-thousands-march-
for-climate-change-in-sydney

Al Arabiya — Police clash with climate activists at Paris demonstration
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/world/2015/11/29/World-climate-rallies-put-
pressure-on-Paris-summit-to-act.html

The Guardian - Climate change protests across Australia — tens of

thousands march
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/nov/29/climate-change-marches-
australia-sydney-canberra-perth-weekend-of-protest

Daily Mail - Mermaids, politicians and icecreams: The diverse (and
sometimes bizarre) costumes worn by protesters as thousands rally in
capital cities for action on climate change
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3338028/Mermaids-politicians-icecreams-
diverse-bizarre-costumes-worn-protesters-thousands-rally-capital-cities-action-climate-
change.html

The Irish Times - COP21: 100 people held in Paris amid climate protest
violence
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/cop21-100-people-held-in-paris-amid-
climate-protest-violence-1.2447733
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The Examiner - Global rallies heat up over climate change
http://www.examiner.com/article/global-rallies-heat-up-over-climate-change

Reuters Espana - Marchas internacionales elevan la presion sobre la

cumbre del clima de Paris
http://es.reuters.com/article/topNews/idESKBNOTIOGW20151129

Deutsche Welle - Protestos globais contra mudancgas climaticas antecedem

coP21

http://www.dw.com/pt/protestos-globais-contra-mudan%C3%A7as-clim%C3%Alticas-
antecedem-cop21/a-18883284

Al Jazeera America - Tens of thousands protest around globe before Paris

climate talks
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/11/29/paris-activists-clash-with-police-
ahead-of-climate-talks.html

25 November 2015

The Fifth Estate — News from the Front Desk
http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/columns/news-from-the-front-desk/news-from-the-
front-desk-issue-no-268/79059

24 November 2015

The Fifth Estate - Munich Re warns of increased disaster threat
http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/habitat/climate-change-news/munich-re-warns-of-
increased-disaster-threat/78962

The Australian Financial Review - Sydney office towers slash
carbon emissions

Sydney's biggest landlords have shown it makes financial sense to cut
emissions, lord mayor Clover Moore says.

Sydney's office towers are cutting carbon emissions by using more efficient
lighting, heating and cooling. Their tenants' tablets and mobile devices are
slashing power usage too.
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A city-led program covering 92 commercial buildings has already met half of
the emissions reduction target that it set as its 2030 goal, lord mayor Clover
Moore said.

Under the Better Buildings Partnership (BPP), modelled on a British
program, the buildings that make up just more than half the CBD's
commercial office space have pledged to cut their carbon dioxide emissions
70 per cent from the 2006 level of 318,079 tonnes.

Office towers in the partnership, which include 255 George St, One Shelley
St, One Bligh St and One Darling Island Road in Pyrmont, had by the end of
June cut their collective emissions 45 per cent already. That was an increase
of 10 percentage points on the 35 per cent reduction achieved by June last
year and equated to a combined saving of $30 million a year, Ms Moore
said.

"Sydney's biggest landlords have shown it makes financial sense to cut
emissions," said Ms Moore, attending the COP21 Paris Climate Change
conference. "The Better Buildings Partnership's ongoing success is a model
for how much progress can be made when government and the private
sector work together on sensible, effective climate policies."

Buildings account for about 77 per cent of emissions by the City of Sydney,
which itself makes up about 3 per cent of total NSW emissions.

For the first time, however, the emissions cut includes the reductions that
have come from sourcing green power or other carbon offsets. Between
three and four percentage points of the total resulted from these measures,
rather than the direct improvement of the buildings' emission
performances, said Paul Edwards, BBP chairman and head of sustainability
for developer Mirvac.

"It is a recognition that to get to a 70 per cent reduction in the future, there
may be a need for us to include green power and carbon offsets so we
stated that from a transparency perspective," Mr Edwards said.

But even as building owners are making their assets more efficient, changing
use of IT is making their users more efficient too.
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In 2004 when Lendlease's groundbreaking sustainable 30 The Bond building
was built, the replacement of desktop cathode-ray tube computer screens
with flat screens was cutting the average "small power" consumption of
office tenants to 22 watts a square metre, according to Che Wall, the
sustainability engineer who consulted on the building and a co-founder of
the Green Building Council of Australia.

Since then, the replacement of PCs by laptops and increasingly to iPads and
smartphones has cut that figure to 12 watts a square metre, Mr Wall said on
Wednesday.

"That's almost half of what The Bond was in just 10 years," he said.

Mr Edwards said the BBP's emission cuts and reduced power usage didn't
include tenants' plug-in power consumption, but it indirectly benefited
through measures like reduced airconditioning.

Australian Associated Press - Sydney shows way on climate
change: mayor

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore is urging collaboration from the
government to battle climate change.

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore is calling for federal and state
governments to work with Australian cities to battle climate change.

With around 80 per cent of carbon emissions produced in cities, Ms Moore
believes Sydney plays a critical role in tackling global warming and wasn't
willing to wait for the federal government to get on board.

She's in Paris for events on the sidelines of major United Nations climate
talks, and is spruiking her city's achievements to reduce emissions and build
climate resilience.

"We've got on and done it ourselves," she told AAP on Wednesday, adding
the issue hadn't historically been on the federal government's agenda.

"Just because a government doesn't acknowledge climate change doesn't
mean we're not going to experience it and we don't have to take action."
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The mayor says Sydney has already achieved 23 per cent emissions
reductions on its way to the 70 per cent goal by 2030.

The city has slashed emissions by implementing LED lights, and extensive
bike-lane network and solar energy program.

"It's really very important that cities and city leaders are part of the process
here," she said.

But she'd rather Sydney didn't have to go it alone.

"Collaboration between federal, state and city local government would
really give us the best outcome," she said.

The mayor is looking forward to working with the new federal minister for
cities Jamie Briggs, appointed by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull after he
took over the top job.

"Up until now we haven't really had a federal government who was very
interested in cities," she said.

Ms Moore "desperately” wants to see a strong agreement to curb emissions
and limit global warming to at least two degrees in Paris. "That's what we
urgently want and need," she said.

Clover Moore puts Sydney centre stage in Paris climate talks

AS the world’s focus on global warming heats up, City of Sydney Lord Mayor
Clover Moore has joined 150 heads of state and government at the United
Nations climate change conference in Paris this week.

The mayor, who has been invited to speak at six events in five days, will be
joining mayors from other global cities including Paris, London and New
York, for the “most important global meeting in our lifetime”.

Ahead of the talks, which will feature panels and discussions among world
leaders towards binding agreements on climate change, Cr Moore said she
wanted to showcase Sydney as an example of an environmentally and
economically prosperous city.
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“The City of Sydney has ambitious targets for reducing emissions while also
performing in the economic arena,” she said.

“Sydney is very importantly a liveable city, which is why we have the fastest
growing residential population in NSW,” she said.

Cr Moore will speak at several high-profile talks, which she said are a
platform to discuss successes achieved by cities around the world.

“Even though cities only take up two per cent of the world’s geography, they
make up 78 per cent of the world’s emissions, with more than 75 per cent of
Australians living in cities.

“If the national governments work with cities they can be really effective at
achieving the goal target of keeping global warming below 2C.”

The mayor has already joined the Chinese city of Wuhan in a talk hosted by
Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris, and Michael Bloomberg, UN Secretary-
General’s Special Envoy for Cities and Climate Change, to discuss the role of
mayors in championing emissions reduction.

Cr Moore will also be part of a panel on Friday with the mayors of
Johannesburg, New York, Paris, Milan and Bogota to address low-carbon
urban development and said the attention on cities showed a “real
recognition of the work being done”.

The Sydney Morning Herald - Paris UN climate conference 2015:
‘Clover tells Paris the grass looks greener down here’

In Paris, the local city government is presenting a grim view of the possible
impacts of global warming. It is offering visitors to the climate conference
apocalyptic visions of a Venice or New York largely under water, and
Stonehenge surrounded by an English desert.

Sydney lord mayor Clover Moore adopts a more optimistic view. In the
French capital for a number of events held on alongside the climate summit,
she has a positive story to tell, noting her city's operations are already
carbon neutral and deep emissions cuts are under way as business and
green groups get on with it.
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The city's top commercial landlords have cut 45 per cent of their carbon
dioxide emissions since 2006, saving $30 million a year, she said on the
sidelines of the Paris . A surge in developments - almost $4 billion in 2014
rising to S$7 billion this year - means a focus on efficiency in new buildings
will also avoid future costs for energy, water and waste.

"The actions cities are taking across the world are making an incredible
difference," Cr Moore told Fairfax Media, noting 75 per cent of Australians
and more than half the world's people live in cities.

The performance and potential of the world's major cities has been a theme
of the Paris climate summit through a series of urban events - Ms Moore
attended or spoke at five - highlighting the contribution that cities can make
to meeting the conference's wider goal of keeping global warming to less
than 2 degrees of pre-industrial levels.

A report released at the conference found that cities - already home to more
than 50 per cent of the world's population - alone had the potential to cut
global greenhouse gases by about 6 per cent by 2030 - or 3.7 gigatonnes of
carbon dioxide - and more than double that by 2050.

For Sydney, the goal is to cut emissions 70 per cent on 2006 levels by 2030.
Although well on the way to that goal, the city's progress is being hampered
by Canberra on the planning front, Cr Moore said.
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"We've been stymied by the federal government in the past in terms of
getting our tri-generation precincts," Cr Moore said.

The 'tri' in tri-generation refers to output of electricity from gas-fired plants,
which also produces hot water to heat buildings and also chilled water to
cool them. The City of Sydney has been pressing the Australian Energy
Markets Commission to allow a building with surplus power, heat or cooling
to sell it to neighbours.

Aside from the cost savings, cities should be aiming to build resilience to key
assets given the likelihood of more extreme weather as the planet heats up.

"How much more sense is it to have decentralised energy?" Cr Moore said,
noting the alternative is to rely on power from the Hunter Valley. "You know
you're going to have storms related to climate change."

Super storm Sandy's impact on New York would have been much worse
without the benefit of local utilities, a practice in place in the city since the
1870s, she said.

Getting 80 city mayors together in Paris would likely generate new ways to
cut emissions and save money. Cr Moore said a visit to Los Angeles in 2007
showed how beneficial LED lighting was.

Sydney's introduction of LED lights for all its streets and parks has cut
emissions by 40 per cent and is saving $800,000 a year, Cr Moore said.

As for this conference, the most promising avenue for Sydney to explore
may be Stockholm's urban renewal efforts that have "negative emissions",
she said.

Sydney council's events to achieve carbon neutrality cost it $40,000 per year
in offsets, with the audit and certification costing $30,000 a year.

Nature - Cities bask in spotlight at Paris climate talks

As national negotiators debate how to cut greenhouse-gas emissions, local
leaders point to significant climate action.

Some describe it as groundswell of action to reduce carbon-dioxide
emissions, others as a lush field of grass-roots initiatives. Cities, provinces,
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regions and businesses around the world have come together and promised
to clean up the airborne pollutants that curl out of smokestacks and exhaust
pipes — even as nations' efforts to forge a new climate treaty have
stumbled over the last decade.

Mayors meeting in Paris say that sheer numbers give cities the power to
make a difference. Just over half of the world’s 7.2 billion people live in
cities, and this proportion is projected to swell to almost two-thirds by mid-
century. Local leaders, betting that huge investments will be made in extra
construction for fast-growing cities, are forming compacts to build in a
cleaner, low-carbon way.

An analysis published last week by researchers at Yale University in New
Haven, Connecticut, found that the ambitious local commitments to reduce
greenhouse-gas emissions add up to more than the global emissions of the
iron and steel industries. Promises put forward by leaders of 228 cities alone
would offset as much CO2 every year as is emitted by South Africa.

Bottom-up action

“Policies at the local level can make a huge difference,” said former New
York mayor Michael Bloomberg, a United Nations special envoy for cities
and climate change. “Local leaders are doers.”

The work of these doers was on full public display in Paris while negotiators
representing 195 nations huddled together — often behind closed doors —
to hammer out a plan to curb greenhouse-gas emissions.

Celebrations, some bankrolled by Bloomberg’s charity, Bloomberg
Philanthropies, put mayors and other city managers in the limelight for their
work on the incremental, if mundane, steps needed to reduce the carbon
emissions associated with modern life: implementing improved building
insulation, energy efficiency and waste management.

Amid dramatic lighting and soaring music at La Gaité Lyrique arts centre on 3
December, Clover Moore, lord mayor of Sydney, was recognized for working
with businesses on low-emission apartment buildings, energy-saving lighting
and air conditioning. “We’ve reduced emissions by 23%” from 2006 levels,
Moore says, on the way to a 70% reduction by 2030. “It’s happening.”
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Stockholm received an award for a low-emission residential development
that is part of the city’s plan to go fossil-fuel-free by 2040. Nanjing, China,
won a prize for rolling out a fleet of electric buses and taxis; Washington DC
got one for buying more wind power; and Johannesburg, South Africa, was
recognized for issuing a green bond to finance a biogas energy plant and
other projects.

Gregor Robertson, mayor of Vancouver, Canada, beamed as he accepted an
award for a campaign to make his city the greenest on Earth. He lives in
housing built as the part of the athletes’ village for the 2010 Winter
Olympics; the complex warms its buildings through a heat exchange with its
own sewerage system.

“It's been a challenge to make progress without the national government,”
says Robertson. Under former premier Stephen Harper, a champion of
Alberta’s oil-sands development, Canada withdrew from the Kyoto Protocol
climate treaty in 2011. But last month, Canadian voters ousted Harper, a
Conservative, in favour of Justin Trudeau, a Liberal politician who champions
climate-change action.

This bottom-up climate-action movement, organizers say, has grown from
frustration over world leaders’ failure — at least so far — to craft a global
game-plan to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, despite agreeing on a
‘framework’ to do so at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Pomp and circumstance

Under UN rules, no sub-national leaders, as they are called, have a seat at
the negotiating table for the main climate agreement. So they held their
own events — ones offering more glitz and glamour, with speaking roles for
actors such as Robert Redford, Leonardo DiCaprio and Mélanie Laurent. "We
reject the label sub-national,” said Washington State Governor Jay Inslee,
pumping his fist in the air. “We think we are super-nationals. We are rockin’
on this issue."

At the climax of the day-long Climate Summit for Local Leaders at Paris City
Hall on 4 December, participants rose to their feet, clapping and swaying to
the song ‘Give Us Hope’, sung by the angelic voices of the Children’s Choir of
Tle-de-France.
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Various groups have compiled lists of accomplishment and promises. At its
20th annual climate talks in Lima last year, the UN launched its own official
tally, called NAZCA (the Non-State Actor Zone for Climate Action), after the
series of mysterious ancient lines etched into the ground of the Peruvian
desert. So far, more than 2,200 cities, 150 regions and 2,000 companies
have registered carbon-reducing goals as part of this initiative.

How many of these goals are encompassed in national climate pledges on
the negotiating table? The Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency
estimates the overlap at 70%. Thomas Hale, a political scientist at the
University of Oxford, UK, who is tracking this movement, says that estimates
vary widely. “We really don’t have the science yet.”

At one point this week, the litany of action plans gave way to an action hero:
former California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. After talking up his
“million solar roofs” initiative, Schwarzenegger, a Republican, praised the
achievements of his successor, Democratic governor Jerry Brown.

Schwarzenegger called for an end to partisan politics, saying that onslaughts
of wildfires, droughts and ferocious storms show that it is time to get real on
climate change.

“This is not the movie world. We have no visual effects, no scriptwriters who
help us write better endings,” he told city officials, who were using
smartphones to snap his picture. “It’s our time to a march forward
relentlessly like a terminator. We will not stop. We will not rest. We will not
give up.”

The Economist - Local policies can combat emissions where
international ones fall short. The mayors' turn.

“INTERNATIONAL agreements don’t matter to mayors,” reckons Michael
Bloomberg, a former mayor of New York. City bosses are busy enough
dealing with problems on their own patch, and are much closer to their
electorates than national politicians are.

You might expect, therefore, that they would be paying little attention to
the international climate talks currently being held between national leaders
in Paris under the auspices of the UN.
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In fact, hundreds of mayors are in town—and striking side deals of their
own.

More than 180 countries are gathered in Paris, and their pledges, it seems
increasingly clear, will not hold global warming to the maximum 2°C rise
above the level in pre-industrial times that politicians from around the world
have set as their aim.

The science behind this limit is hazy. Once chosen as a safety-barrier
intended to save the world from catastrophic warming, research
increasingly suggests that vast damage will occur long before it is breached.
And breached it almost certainly will be.

What is needed is to aim for “zero emissions”, says Malte Meinshausen, a
scientific advisor to the German Environmental Ministry. But total global
emissions are still rising. Even holding them steady would be tough given the
growing global population: each year the world is home to 83m more
people, meaning additional demand for transport, heat and light.

By 2030 cities will house more than three-fifths of the global population.
Cities already account for about three-quarters of energy-related
greenhouse-gas emissions; over the next 15 years mayors will oversee a
growing share of such pollution.

Given the political difficulties of passing environmental regulations at the
national level, the importance of what mayors do to protect the
environment will increase accordingly.

What mayors promise during campaigns, their cities’ residents pressure
them to do once in office, says Mr Bloomberg. It is this “real accountability”
that, in his view, means mayors could end up galvanising green policies.

According to a new report from C40, a club for cities keen to be green,
including Hong Kong, London and Rio de Janeiro, since 2009 its members
have adopted almost 10,000 green policies, such as introducing a congestion
charge to cut traffic.

Other policies that mayors can influence including promoting energy-
efficient building and transport, upgrading waste facilities to capture
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methane, pushing recycling schemes and setting tough standards for office
and commercial lighting.

A recent report from the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate,
which researches the economic impacts of climate change, reckoned these
and other urban measures could reduce annual energy costs around the
world by almost $1.6 trillion by 2030.

This calculation assumed that energy prices would rise by 2.5% above
inflation each year; in recent months oil and gas prices dropped to their
lowest quarterly average since 2010.

But there are other reasons, besides the fear of climate change, cities should
cut back on emissions. Tackling smog would save many urbanites’ lives:
simply breathing the air in Beijing does harm comparable to smoking 40
cigarettes per day.

Some city bosses are already persuaded. Clover Moore, Sydney’s mayor,
boasts that her city is saving AS800,000 ($587,000) a year thanks to LED
lights in its streets and parks.

Mr Bloomberg says that offering loans to change boilers in large buildings
that run on heavy oil to more efficient, cleaner gas-fuelled ones has had a
big impact on New York’s emissions; overall they dropped by 19% between
2005 and 2013.

And on December 4th more than 400 mayors gathered at a meeting in Paris
to pledge impressive pollution cuts by 2030: according to an analysis by the
World Resources Institute, a research group, they could end up reducing
greenhouse emissions by 740m tonnes a year—more than Mexico’s current
total emissions.

Even if the Paris talks culminate in a disappointing deal, they are drawing
attention to the risks of climate change. And the more worried ordinary
citizens are, the more likely they are to insist that their mayors keep their
green promises.





