
 Item 9.5
At Council

16 May 2016
 

RELEVANT INFORMATION FOR COUNCIL 

FILE: D/2015/1875 DATE:  13 May 2016 

TO: Lord Mayor and Councillors 

FROM: Graham Jahn, Director City Planning, Development and Transport 

SUBJECT: Information Relevant To Item 9.5 – Development Application:  18 Oxley 
Street, Glebe - At Council - 16 May 2016 

Alternative Recommendation 

It is resolved that: 

(A) the variation sought to Clause 4.3 (Building Height) of the Sydney Local Environmental 
Plan 2012 be supported in this instance; and 

(B) consent be granted to Development Application No D/2015/1875 subject to the 
conditions as detailed in the subject report to the Planning and Development Committee 
on 10 May 2016, amended as follows (with additions shown in bold italics and 
deletions shown in bold italics strikethrough text): 

(2) DESIGN MODIFICATIONS 

The design of the building must be modified as follows: 

(a) The balustrading is to be relocated to provide an 800mm setback from 
the inside face of the parapet of the building.  

(b) Planter boxes to be installed within the setback area with appropriate 
drainage and support structures. 

(a) The southern planting area beyond the glass balustrade enclosure is 
to be deleted. This area is not to be publicly accessible. 

(b) The southern line of balustrading and new roof deck is to be set back 
a minimum of one metre from the southern building line of the existing 
winged structure at the rooftop level. 

(c) The plans and elevations are to be amended to include all details of 
the dimensions and locations of perimeter planters or similar 
structures.  
 
All structures are to be consistent with the approved dimensions of 
similar planter beds and structures as approved at Unit 7 of Building 
A of Bridgewater under D/2015/615. 

Details of the modifications are to be submitted to and approved by Council’s 
Director City Planning, Development and Transport prior to the issue of a 
Construction Certificate. 
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Background 

This application is for a rooftop garden located on Building B of Bridgewater residential 
complex at 18 Oxley Street, Glebe. A previous approval (D/2015/615) was granted at the 
meeting of Council on 26 October 2015, for a similar rooftop deck to Unit 7 of Building A.  

The previous approval was designed with balustrading located at the inside face of the 
existing parapet. The Council supported a design modification condition requiring the 
southern line of glazing to be moved to 1m north of the rear building line of the existing 
butterfly-roofed access way to reduce the visibility of the balustrading when viewed from 
Oxley Street.  

During the assessment of the subject site at Unit 18 of Building B, it was considered that the 
location of the balustrading against the inside face of the existing parapet would create safety 
and privacy concerns for the buildings on the site.   

A design modification condition was recommended requiring the proposed glass balustrading 
to be set back 800mm from the inside face of the parapet, with a raised planter bed located 
between the balustrading and parapet. The purpose of the condition was to enhance safety 
for the subject site, and preserve privacy to the adjoining properties. 

At the meeting of the Planning and Development Committee on 10 May 2016, issues were 
raised by the applicant with regard to the recommended design modification condition.   

The applicant submits that the design modification does not increase safety or provide 
adequate separation to adjoining properties, would create safety risks because of the access 
to planter beds for maintenance, and would not be consistent with the previous approval for 
D/2015/615 for Building A on the site.  

The planning assessments unit does not support the applicant’s arguments regarding the 
safety of the amended design, and maintains that the design modification provides a design 
solution that enhances safety for users of the deck, and can allow for adequate and safe 
access for maintenance to the planter beds from within the approved deck area. 

However, to maintain consistency with the previous approval for Building A, the design 
modification condition is recommended to be amended to allow for the glazed balustrading to 
be located adjacent to the inside face of the parapet, in line with the approved design of 
Building A.  

In order to further maintain consistency with the previous approval, the trafficable southern 
planting area is to be deleted, and the southern balustrading line located 1m from the southern 
building line of the butterfly-roofed access structure. The amended rooftop deck plan is to be 
submitted with details demonstrating that all planter boxes are consistent with the dimensions 
of the planter boxes on Building A.  

The modified plans are required to be submitted to and approved by Council’s Director City 
Planning, Development and Transport prior to the issue of a Construction Certificate to ensure 
consistency of the designs between the two buildings.  

Prepared by: Rohan Johnston - Planner 

TRIM Document Number: 2016/254133 
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Attachments 

Attachment A - Amended Architectural Plans 

Attachment B - Excerpt from Consent for D/2015/615 – Building A - Bridgewater 

 

 
Approved 
 

 

 
Graham Jahn, Director City Planning, 
Development and Transport 
 

 

 



ATTACHMENT A 

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS 
 

18 OXLEY STREET GLEBE 
(BRIDGEWATER) 

















ATTACHMENT B 

EXCERPT FROM CONSENT FOR D/2015/615 - 
BUILDING A - BRIDGEWATER 

 
18 OXLEY STREET GLEBE 

(BRIDGEWATER) 










