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RELEVANT INFORMATION FOR COUNCIL 

FILE: S104891.004 DATE:  19 October 2017 

TO: Lord Mayor and Councillors 

FROM: Kim Woodbury, Chief Operating Officer 

THROUGH: Monica Barone, Chief Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: Information Relevant To Item 7.2 - Waste Strategy Adoption - At Council - 
23 October 2017 

That the Lord Mayor and Councillors note the information contained in this memo. 

Purpose 

To provide further information about specific waste programs and the costs related to the 
implementation of the Waste Strategy. 

Background 

At the meeting of the Environment Committee on 16 October 2017, further information was 
sought. 

Information to be provided on an update on the trial of the solar-powered compacting 
bins 

On 27 March 2017, Council resolved that the Chief Executive Officer be requested to 
investigate options for the installation and trial of a number of Solar Powered Rubbish 
Compacting Bins in the City of Sydney local government area, and report back to Councillors 
via a CEO Update on the results of that investigation. 

City staff have consulted with suppliers and Councils who have trialled Solar Powered 
Rubbish Compacting Bins both locally and overseas.  The investigation concluded that there 
is likely to be merit in introducing these bins when done on a large scale.   

A small number of interstate Councils in Australia have recently committed to the large-scale 
use of these bins and City staff will monitor the success of these programs.  City staff will also 
look to address other implementation issues identified, including:  

a. the design of the bins, to be in keeping with the Sydney Streets Code;  

b. the impact of the NSW Government Container Deposit Scheme that commences 1 
December 2017; and   

c. ownership of existing bins, as a large portion of existing street litter bins are owned by 
JCDecaux, and this arrangement expires in 2019. 

Subject to addressing these implementation issues and the success of large scale programs, 
the City will look to introduce these bins in appropriate locations. 
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Information to be provided on a timeframe on implementation of the container deposit 
scheme 

The NSW container deposit scheme, called Return and Earn, will commence across NSW on 
1 December 2017.  It is a NSW Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) initiative, and the 
key scheme parties are: 

 the Scheme Coordinator, Exchange for Change, who will be responsible for financial 
management, ensuring that the Scheme meets its statewide access needs, recovery 
targets and community education; and 

 the Network Operator, TOMRA Cleanaway, who will set up and operate a statewide 
network of collection points. 

More than 500 collection points across NSW will be established, including priority collection 
areas in metropolitan and regional locations. The majority of these locations are expected to 
be operating on private land at the commencement of the scheme or soon after. TOMRA 
Cleanaway has indicated there are two priority collection points in the local government area, 
being near Martin Place and Central Station.  The actual location of the vending machines is 
yet to be finalised. 

The EPA has also sought organisations who process and recycle waste containing eligible 
drink containers to establish agreements with Council by December 2018.  These agreements 
are anticipated to cover both domestic waste and street litter waste. 

Detailed information to be provided on costs additional to business as usual 

The majority of actions within the Strategy are considered continuous improvement to 
business as usual, and are therefore not separately costed. For example, Action 2.1: “We will 
introduce separate food waste collection infrastructure, where appropriate to City Properties”.  
This capability was built into the recent City Properties waste collection contract and 
associated budget, and will soon begin implementation.    

The area where business as usual costs may change is in the provision of new waste services 
such as the organics and textiles collection.  The Strategy includes a commitment to trial 
these new services, through which a better understanding of any cost savings and/or increase 
will be understood.  

Detailed financial implications will not be known until responses to the Waste Collection 
Contract tender are received. The approval of this expenditure, or otherwise, will be subject 
to the usual Council approval and budget processes. 

Kim Woodbury, Chief Operating Officer 

Prepared by: Chris Derksema, Sustainability Director 
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