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ITEM 13. NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
CITY OF SYDNEY CAPITAL WORKS REGISTER (S129260) 

1. By Councillor Forster 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note: 

(i) the City is undertaking an extensive and ongoing Capital Works program, 
which last year amounted to expenditure of $225.7 million, according to the 
2016/2017 Quarter 4 Review – Delivery Program 2014-2017; 

(ii) according to the 2017/2018 Quarter 1 Review Delivery Program 2017-2021, 
the Capital Works program for 2017/2018 has been budgeted at 
$295.1 million; 

(iii) summaries of the current financial year’s Capital Works expenditure and 
budget, as well as future-year forward estimates, are outlined in the body of 
the City’s quarterly reviews and are further detailed within the ‘Capital 
Expenditure Financial Results’, also released quarterly; 

(iv) the ‘Capital Expenditure Financial Results’ report details a wide range of 
significant projects and asset enhancements taking place throughout the City 
of Sydney Local Government Area, outlining project cost to date, total project 
budget and the status of the particular project;  

(v) although the City of Sydney publishes such information in its Council business 
papers on a quarterly basis, this information is not easily accessed by 
members of the public, whose usual engagement with Council is via our 
website; and 

(vi) many other local councils across Australia publish details of their Capital 
Works projects in a readily available and transparent format (including as 
interactive maps) on their public websites, providing information on project 
scope, budget and progress against schedule; and 

(B) request the Chief Executive Officer: 

(i) investigate the development of a City of Sydney Capital Works portal, 
accessed via the City’s website, that identifies all current Capital Works 
projects, their scope, location, most recently adopted budget, estimated 
completion date and status; and 

(ii) report back to Councillors on the results of that investigation via a CEO Update 
as soon as practicable. 
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CITY OF SYDNEY SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS IMPACTED BY 
SYDNEY LIGHT RAIL CONSTRUCTION (S129267) 
 
2. By Councillor Vithoulkas 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note: 

(i) Sydney light rail construction continues to negatively impact the lives and 
amenity of our local community of residents and businesses along the 
construction route; 

(ii) while Transport for NSW has a 24 hour 1800 contact hotline people are often 
frustrated and confused about the outcome of liaison through this medium; 

(iii) a petition lodged at Council by the local community requests the City of 
Sydney’s support in dealing with this matter; and 

(iv) the City of Sydney actively advocates, supports and provides funding on behalf 
of businesses and residents impacted by other projects like WestConnex and 
the sale of public housing in Millers Point; and 

(B) request the Chief Executive Officer: 

(i) investigate the internal appointment of an existing member of staff to be 
assigned as the Light Rail Construction Liaison Officer within Council to liaise 
on behalf of City of Sydney residents and businesses with Transport for NSW 
about construction issues and questions; 

(ii) prominently display the contact details of that person on the City of Sydney’s 
website and in any communications as applicable; and 

(iii) keep Councillors informed via the CEO update as to the number of calls and 
issues raised. 

 
VALE WALLY DEAN (S129266) 
 
3. By Councillor Scott  
 
It is resolved that:  
 
(A) Council note the passing of Walter James Dean, known as Wally, Alderman for 

Northcott Ward on Sydney Council from 1965 - 1967 and Alderman for the 
Municipality of South Sydney from 1968 to 1974, on 20 October 2017; 

 
(B) Council note the rich contribution of Wally Dean to the City of Sydney and its 

communities, both as an Alderman and as a long serving President of the junior 
league of the South Sydney Rabbitohs; 

 
(C) all persons present in the Chamber stand for one minute’s silence to honour the life 

of Wally Dean; and 
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(D) a letter from the Lord Mayor be conveyed to Wally Dean’s family expressing 
Council’s sincere condolences. 

 
 
BOARDING HOUSE BONUS (S129266) 
 
4. Councillor Scott 
 
It is resolved that: 
 
(A) Council note that:  
 

(i) as of April 2015, less than 1% of housing in the City of Sydney is affordable 
rental housing; 

 
(ii) the State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 

was introduced “to increase the supply and diversity of affordable rental and 
social housing throughout NSW”;1  

 
(iii) the State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 

offers bonuses to developers for the construction of boarding houses in an 
effort to increase the supply of affordable rental housing; 

 
(iv) there are no real controls in the State Environmental Planning Policy 

(Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 to ensure that boarding house 
developments qualify as affordable housing in order to make use of available 
bonuses; 

 
(v) a June 2017 report by Randwick City Council found that in that local 

government area the cost of a single room in a new boarding house 
development ranged from $390 - $500, and that new boarding house 
developments “are not providing affordable accommodation to those in need 
and/or as the AHSEPP promotes”;2 and 

 
(vi) the City of Sydney faces similar challenges in its efforts to increase the supply 

of affordable rental housing; and 
 

(B) the City undertake a community awareness campaign regarding the limitations of 
the State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 in 
increasing the supply of affordable rental housing, particularly the failure of bonuses 
offered for the construction of boarding houses to create affordable rental housing; 

 
(C) as a part of this campaign, the City advocate for changes to the State Environmental 

Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 which would allow bonuses to be 
taken up only when projected rents meet affordable housing standards; and 

 
(D) the City advocate directly to the NSW Government for such changes.  
 
 
 

                                                 
1 NSW Department of Planning and Environment. (2014). Guide to Secondary Dwellings.  
2 Randwick City Council. (2017). Impacts of the AHSEPP within suburbs of Randwick City.  
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CITY SPACES FOR SAME-SEX MARRIAGE (S129263) 

5. By Councillor Phelps 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the positive work that the City of Sydney Council has undertaken to support 
the LGBTIQ community; 

(ii) at the Council Meeting held on 23 October 2017, a Notice of Motion was 
considered regarding City Spaces for Same Sex Marriage, in anticipation of a 
positive outcome to the marriage equality survey; 

 
(iii) after much discussion, Council moved to request the Chief Executive Officer 

to take all necessary steps to: 
 

 (a) “amend the City’s Venue Hire Fees to the extent necessary to provide 
for full waiver of hire fees for the City’s community facilities, halls, other 
than Sydney Town Hall, and parks for such couples wishing to hire them 
for wedding functions during the first 100 days immediately following 
amendments to the Marriage Act becoming law;” and 

 (b) “enable Sydney Town Hall to be used for a one-off special event in 
conjunction with the NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, for 
weddings of such couples to be held on the first day practicable following 
the Marriage Act amendments becoming law.” 

(iv) there was no consultation with the LGBTIQ community or marriage equality 
advocates before this proposal was put to Council; and 

(v) the mixed response from the community regarding the motion to amend the 
City’s Venue Hire Fees to allow same sex couples to marry in Council venues 
(excluding Sydney Town Hall) free-of-charge; and 

(B) Council be required to: 

(i) explain the nature of this “one off special event” to be held at Sydney Town 
Hall in conjunction with the NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
proposed by Council at the Council Meeting held on 23 October 2017; 

(ii) consult with relevant marriage equality advocacy groups in relation to this 
“one-off special event”; and 

(iii) ensure that the City of Sydney consult with the LGBTIQ community and 
advocacy groups in any future City of Sydney matters involving or relevant to 
the LGBTIQ community. 
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HENSLEY HALL, POTTS POINT – DA BREACH (S129263) 

6. By Councillor Phelps 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the media has had a field day, at the expense of the City of Sydney, regarding 
the unapproved demolition of the heritage facade of Hensley Hall in Potts 
Point; 

(ii) the developer, Roxy-Pacific, was fined $6,000 by the City of Sydney, 
representing the penalty for a minor breach of DA conditions; 

(iii) this significant breach of the DA conditions without prior notification to Council, 
and the response of Council, sends a clear message, and sets a precedent, 
that the City of Sydney is a pushover for developers who think they can do 
what they want, pay a nominal fine and get on with it;  

(iv) a larger penalty would clearly demonstrate that the Council was serious about 
deterring this sort of conduct; and 

(v) the community is understandably outraged and is demanding answers from 
Council; and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to: 

(i) explain to the residents of Kings Cross and the Sydney Local Government 
Area why this breach was considered only a minor infringement rather than a 
major breach of the DA conditions on a development of 44 apartments - which 
will have significant impact on the local streetscape; and 

 
(ii) explain the process involved in making this decision to impose a $6,000 

penalty, when major DA condition breaches carry a maximum penalty of $5M 
for a corporation.  

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS – REVIEW OF SELECTION CRITERIA (S129263) 

7. By Councillor Phelps 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) at the Council meeting held on 23 October 2017, there was a lot of discussion 
and contention regarding Item 7.3 Grants and Sponsorship – Round Two 
2017/18 – Environment Grants – Environmental Performance Grants:  Ratings 
and Assessments and Innovation; 

(ii) at the meeting, an amendment was moved by Councillor Scott that the motion 
be adopted subject to the exclusion, in clause (A), of the grant to the Star 
Entertainment Group Pty Ltd;  
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(iii) the amendment was lost and the recommendations were carried; and 

(iv) there was concern expressed in the Chamber that applications had been 
received from large and profitable businesses, for Grants of $10,000 upwards, 
when these businesses had the resources to self-fund these initiatives, there 
were established financial incentives to encourage these activities without 
using public funds, and the money would be better given to more deserving 
and less financially endowed businesses; and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to review the criteria for considering 
environmental grants to ensure a selection process that benefits those businesses 
that have a more pressing need to receive the grant funds while still achieving the 
Council’s intended outcomes. 

 
 




