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ITEM 3.2 OUR CITY: 175 YEARS IN 175 OBJECTS 

FILE NO:  

MINUTE BY THE LORD MAYOR 

To Council: 

The exhibition Our City: 175 Years in 175 Objects was held in the Lower Town Hall from 
27 October to 12 November 2017 to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the City of 
Sydney.  
 
The anniversary makes this Council the oldest in New South Wales, and also one of the 
oldest democratic Governments in Australia. 
 
The exhibition showcased the City’s wonderful heritage collections and was a wonderful 
way to celebrate the civic and social histories, events, people and places of the inner city 
from 1842 to 2017.  
 
It included the first map compiled by Council staff in 1845 and information about the public 
cycle paths committee that was reporting in 1900 - which makes our current work to roll 
out a safe cycling network seem more like catch up rather than the dangerously radical 
idea some people would have you believe! 
 
The exhibition also included a bookplate from the Sydney Municipal Children’s Library, the 
first of its kind in Australia, and an early hint of the resource-rich centres of learning that 
our libraries have become. 
 
There was a never-before exhibited 1927 plan for Hyde Park which, together with 
Centennial and Moore Parks, was Sydney’s only major public green space at that time.  
 
The exhibition required significant planning, coordination and effort. It involved many staff 
and volunteers who each contributed to its success, including: 
 

• The City Historian, Lisa Murray; 
• The City Curator, Margaret Betteridge, 
• City Archivist, Michael Smith; and 
• The History, Curatorial and Archives teams and the 175th anniversary exhibition 

team. 
 
Archives staff contacted 34 organisations and with their assistance recruited a team of 66 
volunteers to assist at the exhibition. Volunteers included: 
 

• Students studying in related fields, including history, archaeology, museum 
studies, information management;  

• Friends of the Town Hall;  
• Existing volunteers in the City Archives;  
• Existing volunteers from other organisations; 
• Staff members; and 
• Members of the community with an interest in history and the City. 
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The volunteers were a terrific asset to the exhibition. They took their roles very seriously 
and were polite and professional. They enthusiastically engaged with visitors, enhancing 
their enjoyment of the exhibition, and they were an asset to staff by identifying issues and 
providing an additional level of monitoring. 
 
The exhibition was a resounding success with over 7,000 visitors who were full of praise 
for the professionalism, warmth and helpfulness of our volunteers and staff.  
 
As the exhibition showed, there’s been no shortage of challenges and difficulties over the 
years, just as there is plenty to challenge us today – climate change and sustainability 
chief among them. 
 
On our 175th anniversary I hope we can achieve constitutional recognition so that we are 
no longer subjected to the political machinations of successive State governments (which 
was also recorded in the exhibition). 
 
I want to thank our Council predecessors for their stewardship of our City and the foresight 
and dedication in maintaining the records and archives which made the exhibition possible. 
I also want to thank the generations of City staff who achieved so much in these 175 years. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

It is resolved that Council note the success of Our City: 175 Years in 175 Objects and 
congratulate all the volunteers and staff who worked on the exhibition.  
 
 
 
COUNCILLOR CLOVER MOORE 
Lord Mayor 




