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Disclaimer, Terms and Guidelines for 
Speakers at Council Committees 
As part of the democratic process, the City invites members of the community to speak directly to Councillors 
during Committee meetings about items on the agenda.  

Webcast  

In accordance with the City of Sydney Code of Meeting Practice, Committee meetings are recorded and 
webcast live on the City of Sydney website at https://webcast.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/  

Members of the public attending a council or committee meeting may have their image, voice and personal 
information (including name and address) recorded, publicly broadcast and archived for the balance of the 
council’s term or at least 12 months after the meeting, whichever is the longer period. 

Consent  

By attending a council or committee meeting, members of the public consent to this use of their image, voice 
and personal information.  

Disclaimer 

Statements made by individuals at a council or committee meeting, and which may be contained in a live stream 
or recording of the meeting are those of the individuals making them, and not of the City. To be clear, unless set 
out in a resolution of council, the City does not endorse or support such statements. 

The City does not accept any liability for statements made or actions taken by individuals during a council or 
committee meeting that may be contrary to law, including discriminatory, defamatory or offensive comments. 
Such statements or actions are not protected by privilege and may be the subject of legal proceedings and 
potential liability, for which the City takes no responsibility. 

Guidelines  

To enable the Committee to hear a wide range of views and concerns within the limited  time available, we 
encourage people interested in speaking at Committee to: 

1. Register to speak by calling Secretariat on 9265 9702 or emailing secretariat@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 
before 10:00am on the day of the meeting. 
 

2. Check the recommendation in the Committee report before speaking, as it may address your concerns 
so that you just need to indicate your support for the recommendation. 

 
3. Note that there is a 3 minute time limit for each speaker (with a warning bell at 2 minutes) and prepare 

your presentation to cover your major points within that time. 
 

4. Avoid repeating what previous speakers have said and focus on issues and information that the 
Committee may not already know. 

 
5. If there is a large number of people interested in the same item as you, try to nominate 3 representatives 

to speak on your behalf and to indicate how many people they are representing. 

Committee meetings can continue until very late, particularly when there is a long agenda and a large number of 
speakers. This impacts on speakers who have to wait until very late, as well as City staff and Councillors who 
are required to remain focused and alert until very late. At the start of each Committee meeting ,the Committee 
Chair may reorder agenda items so that those items with speakers can be dealt with first. 

Committee reports are available at https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/ 

https://webcast.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:secretariat@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
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Confirmation of Minutes 

Minutes of the following meetings of the Transport, Heritage and Planning Committee are 
submitted for confirmation: 

Meeting of 11 May 2026 
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Statement of Ethical Obligations 

In accordance with section 233A of the Local Government Act 1993, the Lord Mayor and 

Councillors are bound by the Oath or Affirmation of Office made at the start of the Council 

term to undertake their civic duties in the best interests of the people of the City of Sydney 

and the City of Sydney Council and to faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, 

powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local Government Act 1993 or 

any other Act, to the best of their ability and judgement. 

Disclosures of Interest 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, the City of Sydney Code of 
Meeting Practice and the City of Sydney Code of Conduct, Councillors are required to 
disclose and manage both pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in any matter on the 
agenda for this meeting. 

In both cases, the nature of the interest must be disclosed. 

This includes receipt of reportable political donations over the previous four years. 
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Public Exhibition - Planning Proposal - King Street Special Entertainment 
Precinct - Sydney Local Environment Plan 2012, Sydney Development Control 
Plan 2012 Amendment and Precinct Management Plan 

File No: X119331 

Summary 

This report seeks Council approval to publicly exhibit a planning proposal, draft development 
control plan and precinct management plan to establish a Special Entertainment Precinct on 
King Street, Newtown and adjoining properties. The proposal has been prepared with Inner 
West Council to recognise King Street as a single, continuous precinct. 

King Street is one of Sydney’s most iconic high streets and a major contributor to the city’s 
night-time economy and cultural life. Known for its diverse mix of hospitality, live music and 
independent businesses, it plays an important role in supporting community connection, 
creative expression and economic activity throughout the day and night. 

Special entertainment precincts provide a coordinated framework to support later trading, 
simplify approvals and enable tailored sound management. They also unlock NSW 
Government incentives, including reduced liquor licensing fees and extended trading 
opportunities for venues putting on live music. 

In summer 2024/25 we asked our community what they thought about our proposal to 
designate all our late night trading areas, including King Street Newtown, as special 
entertainment precincts. More than 350 submissions were made and there was strong 
support for the proposal. Our communities told us that they would like to see more nightlife, 
greater diversity of offer and cultural programming, and flexibility for businesses.  

In March 2025, Council endorsed the establishment of special entertainment precincts 
across our late night trading areas, including King Street, and resolved to investigate 
extending trading hours on parts of King Street and 5 other locations. 

In December 2025, City of Sydney and Inner West councils each resolved to work together 
on a coordinated approach to King Street. Since then, both councils have aligned key 
settings for King Street, including trading hours and sound criteria, to provide a precinct 
consistent framework for businesses. 

Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct (the planning proposal) at 
Attachment A seeks to amend the Sydney Local Environmental Plan to designate the 
precinct. Supporting this, Draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 – King Street 
Special Entertainment Precinct (the draft DCP) at Attachment B proposes changes to 
recognise and align with King Street as a special entertainment precinct. 

The Special Entertainment Precincts Management Plan at Attachment C (the plan) 
establishes the sound plan and trading hours, ensuring businesses on opposite sides of 
King Street operate under reasonably consistent controls despite the cross-council 
boundary. This approach provides localised clarity and fairness.  
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The proposed approach has 2 tiers of trading hours. Central King Street, around Newtown 
Station, supports higher-intensity activity with up to 2am or 4am trading hours, depending on 
business type and live music offering, without a development application. 24-hour trading is 
possible through a development application. North and south King Street sections have 
more moderate available trading hours but are still increased from existing controls. Trading 
hours are generally to midnight or 2am, depending on business type and live music offering, 
without a development application.  

The framework includes incentives for live music, extended hours for low-impact venues 
such as small bars and restaurants, and provisions for unlicensed businesses to trade earlier 
in the morning and later at night. Outdoor trading hours are proposed to be consistent across 
the precinct and aligned with Inner West Council’s approach. 

The sound plan uses clear, fixed criteria based on local background noise levels and 
extensive acoustic testing to enable live music and activity while protecting residential 
amenity. It has bespoke sound categories to align with Inner West Council and introduces 
sound levels for a new midnight–2am period and weekends to reflect patterns of activity 
along King Street. 

The plan also outlines governance arrangements and how the precinct’s performance will be 
monitored, including measures to assess outcomes and identify and resolve any unintended 
impacts. 

Subject to Council approval, the proposal will be submitted for a Gateway determination and, 
if endorsed, publicly exhibited jointly with Inner West Council to obtain community and 
stakeholder feedback. 
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Recommendation 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council approve Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct, 
shown at Attachment A to the subject report, for submission to the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure with a request for Gateway Determination;  

(B) Council approve Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct, for 
public authority consultation and public exhibition in accordance with any conditions 
imposed under the Gateway Determination;  

(C) Council approve Draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 – King Street Special 
Entertainment Precincts – shown at Attachment B to the subject report, for public 
authority consultation and public exhibition with the Planning Proposal;  

(D) Council approve Draft King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan 
shown at Attachment C to the subject report, for public authority consultation and 
public exhibition with the Planning Proposal;  

(E) Council seek authority from the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces to exercise 
the delegation of all the functions under section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 to make the local environmental plan and to put into effect 
the Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct; and  

(F) authority be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer to make any minor variations to 
the draft King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Planning Proposal, Sydney 
Development Control Plan 2012 or Precincts Management Plan, to correct any drafting 
errors, inconsistencies, or omissions, or to ensure consistency with any condition of 
the Gateway Determination.  

Attachments 

Attachment A. Planning Proposal - King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

Attachment B. Draft Sydney Development Control Plan - King Street Special 
Entertainment Precinct 

Attachment C. Draft King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan 

Attachment D. Acoustic Technical Report Addendum 
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Background 

Overview 

1. In March 2026 a report to Council outlined the City's proposal for Special 
Entertainment Precincts across its late night trading areas. That report provides 
background to establishing more than 20 precincts across the council area: 
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/ieIssueDetails.aspx?IId=35458&PlanId=0&O
pt=3#AI21135  

Special entertainment precincts 

2. The special entertainment precinct framework was established under the Local 
Government Act 1993 and enables councils to set specific noise standards and trading 
hours to foster live music and nightlife. 

3. NSW Government's Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline was finalised in 
November 2024 which sets the process by which Councils can establish and manage 
special entertainment precincts. 

4. In special entertainment precincts, businesses benefit from: 

(a) simpler regulation and more flexibility, with no development application required 
for certain late trading hours 

(b) more operational certainty with a set of clear maximum sound levels across the 
precincts 

(c) access to certain incentives in the Liquor Act 2007, such as 80% off liquor 
licence fees for eligible businesses 

(d) unlocking incentives in the Liquor Act 2007 which provide extended trading and 
liquor licencing for live music and performance, including: 

(i) 2 extra hours on the night of a performance 

(ii) one extra hour every night, with at least 10 performances a month 

5. As a result of special entertainment precincts, communities benefit from: 

(a) more nightlife 

(b) a diversity of businesses – from bookshops to hairdressers – able to stay open 
later 

(c) more live music, performance and cultural programming 

(d) a clear management plan which balances nightlife with residential amenity 

City of Sydney process  

6. City of Sydney has had late-night trading areas designated since 2007 under the 
Sydney DCP 2012, which included a major review in 2019 to support later trading and 
better manage nightlife.  
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7. Under a Lord Mayoral Minute on Supporting Sydney's Nightlife in October 2024, 
Council resolved to work with the NSW Government to implement special 
entertainment precincts and other measures to support Sydney's nightlife. 

8. In summer 2024/25 we asked our community what they thought about our proposal to 
designate all our late-night trading areas as special entertainment precincts. 

9. More than 350 submissions were received in response to the discussion paper, with 
strong overall support for the proposal. Community members told us that they would 
like to see more vibrant nightlife, a greater diversity of venues and cultural 
programming, and increased flexibility for businesses. We also heard that people were 
concerned about potential impacts of noise. 

10. In March 2025, Council noted the findings from the public exhibition of the discussion 
paper and endorsed the establishment of special entertainment precincts in late night 
trading areas. Council also resolved to investigate upgrading the late-night trading tier 
of 6 areas including King Street, Newtown. In October 2025, a workshop was held with 
the Nightlife and Creative Industries Advisory Panel to consider these potential 
upgrades. 

11. In March 2026, Council resolved to publicly exhibit a proposal to establish Special 
Entertainment Precincts across more than 20 late night trading areas, including 
Central Sydney, Oxford Street, North Alexandria and Erskineville. The proposal has 
been submitted to the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure and is 
currently awaiting a Gateway determination prior to public exhibition. 

King Street, Newtown - collaboration with Inner West Council 

12. In December 2025, both City of Sydney and Inner West councils resolved to work 
together on a coordinated approach to the King Street, Newtown precinct, recognising 
that the street operates as a single, continuous destination across council boundaries.  

13. King Street, Newtown was separated from the wider Special Entertainment Precincts 
proposal to allow for that collaboration and a bespoke response. 

14. Staff from both councils have since collaborated to align key settings, including trading 
hours and sound, to provide greater clarity and certainty for businesses, residents and 
visitors. This work has resulted in a tailored approach for King Street that reflects its 
unique cross-boundary context, differing from the standard settings applied in each 
council’s other special entertainment precincts. 

15. Work undertaken together includes: 

(a) review of existing area to inform an evidence-based, locally responsive approach 

(b) engagement with the Newtown-Enmore Business Community, and 

(c) joint technical discussions on trading hours, sound controls, and regulatory 
alignment 

16. Consultation and implementation will also be coordinated to deliver a seamless 
experience for businesses and the wider community. 
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17. Feedback from the Newtown Enmore business community helped shape the key 
principles underpinning the approach to King Street special entertainment precinct: 

(a) ensure businesses on opposite sides of King Street operate under consistent 
controls, despite the council boundary 

(b) support early morning, daytime and late-night trading (not just night-time) 

(c) support a wide range of businesses, including small and unlicensed operators 

(d) encourage live music and performance 

(e) promote a safe and inclusive night-time environment, and 

(f) provide clarity for businesses and align with NSW Government liquor licensing 
where possible 

King Street special entertainment precinct management plan (Attachment C) 

18. The precinct management plan is built around 2 key controls: trading hours and sound 
management. Together, these settings balance activation with the protection of 
residential amenity. 

19. While the settings are aligned to ensure businesses across the street operate under 
the same or similar rules, the Inner West and City of Sydney precinct management 
plans are separate documents, as they will progress through the planning processes 
independently, albeit in parallel. 

Trading hours 

20. The approach to trading hours: 

(a) includes incentive hours for live music and performance to increase the cultural 
offer 

(b) provides early morning and late-night trading hours for unlicensed businesses to 
help support a diverse offer and 

(c) provides later hours to small bars and restaurants in recognition that they are 
lower impact and less likely to be able to access bonus hours for live music and 
performance 
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21. There are 2 tiers of trading hours proposed for King Street. These align across the 
street ensuring businesses on opposite sides of King Street have the same trading 
hours available to them despite the cross-council boundary. 

(a) Central King Street: With established late-night activity near Newtown Station 
and adjacent to Enmore Road SEP this part of King Street supports higher 
intensity use. The 2 blocks around the station were already designated our latest 
late night trading tier under the DCP. This has been extended north to 
Missenden Road and south to Whitehorse Street, reinforcing Central King Street 
as the focus for late night activity. Special entertainment precinct trading hours 
are to 2am or 4am depending on business type, with 24-hour trading available 
through a DA. 

(b) King Street south and north: A new King Street-specific trading tier is 
introduced for the northern and southern sections, replacing the current ‘local 
centre’ classification. With a more sensitive residential context, these areas 
receive bespoke trading hours that are less than Central King Street but 
represent a clear increase on previous controls. The special entertainment 
precinct hours are to midnight or 2am depending on business type. 

22. Outdoor trading hours (for example footway dining, balconies and courtyards) are 
consistent across the precinct: 

(a) 11pm on Sunday to Thursday 

(b) Midnight on Friday, Saturday or the night before a public holiday 
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Figure 1: Proposed King Street special entertainment precinct trading hours map 

Sound plan  

23. The proposed sound plan builds on the City’s broader special entertainment precinct 
program, while responding to King Street’s specific acoustic environment and policy 
context. 
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24. Consistent with the City's wider approach, the sound plan sets clear, fixed criteria 
based on local background noise levels, enabling activity and live music while 
protecting residential amenity.  

25. The criteria either maintain or increase sound allowances for venues. This is 
consistent with NSW Government's Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline which 
advises that the sound management framework should not disadvantage or restrict the 
sound conditions of existing venues. 

26. Extensive sound testing was undertaken by Acoustic Studio (on behalf of City of 
Sydney) and Renzo Tonin Associates (Inner West Council). 

27. A key aim is to align sound criteria with Inner West Council, recognising King Street 
crosses the local government boundary. The councils worked collaboratively to 
develop locally responsive criteria, ensuring alignment across the boundary while 
reflecting the City’s objectives and acoustic conditions. 

28. New key differences from the City’s broader special entertainment precinct proposal 
include the introduction of bespoke sound categories with a weekend variation and an 
additional night-time period. 

29. Testing identified variation in background sound levels along the length of King Street. 
In response, 2 bespoke sound categories are proposed: 

(a) Sound Category KS1 applies to central King Street, where background and 
ambient sound levels are highest. 

(b) Sound Category KS2 applies to the northern and southern sections, where 
background sound levels are comparatively lower (though still reasonably high). 

30. This differentiation aligns with the proposed trading hours and future activity. 

31. In contrast to the sound plan for special entertainment precincts elsewhere in the 
council area, the King Street framework introduces a weekend variation in the noise 
criteria. This responds to measured differences in background and ambient sound 
levels between the weekdays and weekends unlike acoustic patterns in other parts of 
our local area. This also helps with alignment with Inner West Council’s approach 
which is based on differing patterns of activity and potential tolerance for sound on 
weekends. 

32. The most substantive change is within the night-time period. To support alignment with 
Inner West Council and respond to trading patterns, a new time band from midnight to 
2am has been introduced. This provides a more graduated transition from early-night 
activity to late-night quiet hours and supports extended trading, provided venues 
operate with doors and windows closed.  

33. After 2am, stronger (lower) sound limits will apply. These align with periods when 
background noise levels are at their lowest and ensure the ongoing protection of 
residential amenity. 
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34. The sound framework for areas not fronting King Street recognises their different 
acoustic context and role within the precinct. These back street areas (SCA KS3, 
SCA3 and SCA4) do not require full cross-boundary alignment, as they are sheltered 
from the shared King Street noise environment and are not the primary limiting 
receivers. A bespoke SCA KS3 has been introduced to respond to provide a transition 
and some consistency with the King Street frontage categories, while SCA3 and SCA4 
have been only lightly refined upwards to reflect measured background levels and 
maintain alignment with the City’s broader SEP approach.  

35. Further detail is provided in the Addendum to the Acoustic Report at Attachment D. 

36. Overall, bespoke sound criteria have been established for King Street to reflect the 
local context and enable cross-boundary consistency. While they are different from the 
City’s broader special entertainment precinct framework, they are evidence-based, 
place specific and have been tested to ensure they support the intended level of 
activity while protecting residential amenity.  

We're amending planning controls to establish the King Street special 
entertainment precinct 

Planning proposal (Attachment A) 

37. Legislation requires that special entertainment precincts are established via a planning 
proposal and mapped in a local environmental plan. 

38. Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct (the planning 
proposal) at Attachment A proposes Sydney Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2012 be 
amended to designate the areas as special entertainment precincts. 

39. This report recommends Council seek Gateway Determination for the planning 
proposal and approve it for public authority consultation and public exhibition. 

Draft Development Control Plan (Attachment B) 

40. The Draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 – King Street Special Entertainment 
Precinct (the draft DCP) at Attachment B proposes amendments to reflect and support 
the designation of King Street as a special entertainment precinct. This includes 
updating the DCP to: 

(a) extend the existing 24-hour late night management area in central King Street 
north to Missenden Road and south to Whitehorse Street 

(b) introduce 2 new King Street trading tiers (north and south), reclassifying the 
northern and southern sections from ‘local centre’ areas to bespoke King Street 
tiers. Both tiers have the same base hours, which are more generous than local 
centre hours. North King Street businesses can access later extended hours 
than south, including 24-hour trading for Category B venues (takeaway, 
restaurant and small bars) on the main street due to its proximity to the hospital. 

41. The draft DCP includes changes to where residential development must demonstrate 
entertainment sound attenuation. It also extends acoustic design requirements to 
residential development in and within 50 metres of King Street, Newtown areas to 
support sustainable nightlife growth in mixed-use neighbourhoods. 
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Additional sites for inclusion 

42. The LEP mapping and draft DCP also includes the proposed addition of venues and 
sites which sit on the boundary of our late night trading areas / special entertainment 
precincts. These sites have been assessed in terms of their suitability and potential 
impact and are recommended for inclusion:  

(a) 1-15 Wilson Street, Sushi Train, Egg Records, etc. 

(b) 2-8 O'Connell Street, Myra’s Taverna and Brewtown 

(c) Corner of Wilson Street and Erskineville Road, Beantown café 

(d) 1C Whateley Street, Rising Sun Workshop 

(e) 189 - 199 Missenden Road, Cuckoo, Butterleaf, Campos Coffee  

Key Implications 

Strategic Alignment - Sustainable Sydney 2030-2050 Continuing the Vision 

43. Sustainable Sydney 2030-2050 Continuing the Vision renews the communities’ vision 
for the sustainable development of the city to 2050. It includes 10 strategic directions 
to guide the future of the city, as well as 10 targets against which to measure progress. 
This proposal is aligned with the following strategic directions and objectives: 

(a) Direction 1 - Responsible governance and stewardship - The King Street special 
entertainment precinct proposal demonstrates responsible governance through a 
clear management plan, regular oversight by the City’s Nightlife and Creative 
Industries Advisory Panel (working group), and an established monitoring and 
evaluation framework with defined indicators to track success, identify 
unintended impacts, and enable the Panel to recommend changes to Council if 
required. 

(b) Direction 7 - Resilient and diverse communities - The City’s proposed special 
entertainment precincts support resilient and diverse communities by designating 
all late-night trading areas within the local area as entertainment precincts. This 
ensures a wide distribution of venues, promoting diversity in late night activities, 
entertainment offerings and locations all over the local area, rather than 
concentrating activity and benefits to a few areas to a select group of venues. 

(c) Direction 8 - A thriving cultural life - The proposed special entertainment precinct 
encourages more live music, performance and culture by unlocking access to 
NSW Government liquor licensing incentives which reward venues that bring 
cultural life to our city. 

(d) Direction 9 - A transformed and innovative economy - The proposed special 
entertainment precinct supports growth in the night-time economy by making it 
easier for businesses to trade later and providing more operational certainty. 
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Risks 

44. The special entertainment precincts proposal has been informed by a risk assessment 
and aligns with the City’s risk appetite by supporting innovation while putting strong 
safeguards in place. 

45. Key risks relating to sound, safety and amenity - areas where the City has a low 
tolerance for harm - are managed through the precinct management plan and our 
monitoring and evaluation framework. The sound plan is supported by a robust study 
by qualified acoustic consultants to ensure residential amenity is safeguarded and 
environmental impact is managed. 

46. Reputational risks have been mitigated through early engagement on the discussion 
paper, which demonstrated strong community support for the proposal. Further 
engagement has been undertaken with the Nightlife and Creative Industries Panel and 
key precinct groups to test proposed changes. If endorsed, the next step would be 
public consultation, giving a further opportunity for community feedback and 
refinement. 

Relevant Legislation 

47. Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

48. Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021. 

49. Liquor Act 2007. 

50. Liquor Regulation 2018. 

51. Local Government Act 1993. 

Critical Dates / Time Frames 

52. The King Street Special Entertainment Precinct is being reported to both councils at 
their June 2026 meetings. Inner West Council meet on 16 June 2026. 

53. If approved by Council, the implementation of special entertainment precincts will 
progress through the process in parallel with Inner West Council. 

54. If approved, the planning proposal will be sent to Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure with a request for Gateway Determination to allow public exhibition. Time 
frames for the next steps (exhibition, reviewing of the feedback, reporting back to 
Council, amending the local environment plan and commencing the trial) are 
dependent on the time it takes to receive Gateway Determination.  

Public Consultation 

55. The public consultation process for the planning proposal will be carried out jointly with 
Inner West Council. 
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56. We recognise the important role that businesses play in the success of special 
entertainment precincts. We plan to deliver targeted business engagement, including a 
business information session. 

57. The planning proposal, draft DCP and draft precinct management plan will be 
exhibited together, in accordance with the City of Sydney Community Participation 
Plan. Feedback will be sought from businesses, landowners, residents and the wider 
community. 

58. Further engagement will also be held with the Nightlife and Creative Industries 
Advisory Panel who act as the project working group for the City's proposed special 
entertainment precincts.  

GRAHAM JAHN AM 

Chief Planner / Executive Director City Planning, Development and Transport 

Laura Dodds-Hebron, Senior Specialist Planner 
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Executive summary 
The City of Sydney proposes to establish a special entertainment precinct along King Street, 
Newtown to support its evolving role as one of Sydney's leading night-time and cultural 
destinations. This planning proposal complements the City's broader special entertainment 
precincts proposal, which excluded King Street pending alignment with Inner West Council to 
ensure a coordinated and consistent approach across the full length of the street. 

This proposal gives effect to the NSW Government Vibrancy Reforms, which enable councils to 
designate special entertainment precincts through amendments to local environmental plans, and 
builds on the City's long-standing support for nightlife and cultural activity through the OPEN 
Sydney Strategy, the Live Music and Performance Action Plan, and the Open and Creative 
Planning Reforms. 

King Street has long been recognised as a centre of culture, creativity and community life. While it 
is increasingly significant as a destination for late-night hospitality and live music, the proposal 
reinforces King Street's identity as a true 24-hour precinct. The vision recognises the street's 
morning role with cafes and bakeries, its service role for local residents through groceries, florists 
and delis, and its all-day role as a place for fashion shopping, art galleries and lunchtime dining, 
while supporting its evening and late-night offerings. 

This planning proposal amends the Sydney LEP 2012 to map boundaries for the King Street 
Special Entertainment Precinct. Trading hours are tailored to reflect the street's changing character 
across its length. The existing core late-night trading area near Newtown Station, currently 
permitted to operate 24 hours, is proposed to be expanded along the central portion of the street to 
better recognise the growing cluster of live music venues, bars and entertainment uses. In the 
northern and southern edges, where 24-hour trading is not appropriate due to proximity to lower-
density residential areas, trading is proposed until 2am. This aligns with Inner West Council's 
complementary controls, ensuring consistent trading hours along the full King Street corridor 
regardless of the local government boundary. 

Incentives for live music and performance are built into the framework, reflecting King Street's 
long-standing and historically significant role in Sydney's cultural and live music scene. The 
proposal also reduces red tape for venues seeking to host performance and entertainment and 
provides a coordinated framework for managing entertainment sound. 

The accompanying King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan sets trading 
hours, sound criteria, and compliance processes for licensed and unlicensed premises, and 
provides the operational framework required under section 202 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
The draft DCP amendment updates Sydney DCP 2012 to align trading hours and late-night trading 
area boundaries for development applications. 

The proposal has strong strategic merit and aligns with City Plan 2036, the Cultural Strategy 
(2025–2035), the Economic Development Strategy (2025–2035), the Eastern City District Plan, 
Draft Sydney Plan, and relevant Ministerial Directions. It balances economic and cultural 
opportunity with residential amenity through a bespoke sound plan and a monitoring and 
evaluation framework to track unintended impacts. 

With Gateway approval, the proposal will proceed to public exhibition alongside the management 
plan and DCP amendments. Following consideration of submissions, the LEP amendment will be 
finalised, and a year-long trial of the management plan will commence, informing final adoption. 
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1. Background 
King Street, Newtown is key to the City of Sydney’s night-time economy 
The City of Sydney is home to a diverse and iconic nightlife, with mixed and lively neighbourhoods. 
The introduction of a special entertainment precinct on King Street, Newtown is the latest step in a 
long history of work to support the continued growth of the cultural sector and the night-time 
economy. 

NSW Government Vibrancy Reforms 
In December 2023, the NSW Government introduced the Vibrancy Reforms, which enabled the 
establishment of special entertainment precincts by councils through amendments to Section 202 
of the Local Government Act 1993, supported by the NSW Government Special Entertainment 
Precinct Guideline. 

City of Sydney Special Entertainment Precincts planning proposal 
In March 2026, Council endorsed for exhibition a planning proposal to establish special 
entertainment precincts across more than 20 late-night trading areas within the City of Sydney 
local government area. That proposal is to amend the Sydney LEP 2012, Green Square Town 
Centre LEPs 2013, and the SEPP Precincts – Eastern Harbour City 2021 to map precinct 
boundaries and give statutory effect to a new clause establishing special entertainment precincts. It 
is supported by a Special Entertainment Precincts Management Plan and complementary 
amendments to the Sydney DCP 2012 and Green Square Town Centre DCP 2013. 

King Street, Newtown was excluded from that proposal pending further work with Inner West 
Council to align approaches to the precinct, as that council is also proposing a special 
entertainment precinct in Newtown. This planning proposal completes that work and introduces the 
King Street Special Entertainment Precinct as a coordinated initiative with Inner West Council. It 
assumes the March 2026 special entertainment precincts planning proposal as the baseline 
planning framework. 

Coordinated approach with Inner West Council 
On 15 December 2025, Council resolved to progress the King Street, Newtown Special 
Entertainment Precinct in coordination with Inner West Council. The resolution recognised that the 
precinct spans both local government areas, that residents, businesses and visitors experience 
King Street as one continuous precinct and do not distinguish between local government 
boundaries, and that a consistent policy approach between the two councils will provide clarity and 
certainty for local residents and businesses, strengthen delivery of the precinct, improve outcomes 
for live performance, and support shared objectives for a safe, inclusive and sustainable night-time 
economy. 

The resolution noted that the City's late night trading and special entertainment precinct model – 
which includes a long-standing tiered approach to areas and venues, incentives for live music, and 
trial periods – differs from Inner West Council's approach, and that a unique approach for King 
Street is worth investigating given its position on the boundary between the two council areas. 
Inner West Council also passed an equivalent motion, expressing support for a coordinated 
approach to implementation of the precinct. 

Council requested that staff work collaboratively with Inner West Council on a generally aligned 
approach to trading hours and sound levels, continue to incentivise live music and performance, 
good business operations and a diversity of venues, and coordinate joint community and 
stakeholder engagement so that public consultation is conducted concurrently with Inner West 
Council's process wherever practicable. 
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This planning proposal reflects that direction. Trading hours are generally aligned with Inner West 
Council's controls, most notably allowing 2am trading across the entire King Street corridor, while 
retaining the City's distinct policy features, including the tiered late-night trading framework, 
incentives for live music and performance, and trial period mechanisms for extended hours. 

Engagement with the Newtown Enmore Business Community 
As part of preparing this planning proposal, the City has consulted with the Newtown Enmore 
Business Community, who have been a valuable source of information about established 
hospitality and cultural uses, emerging clusters, and the lived experience of operating in Newtown. 
Through this engagement, the business community identified a number of premises and side-street 
locations off King Street that, in their view, should be included in the special entertainment precinct, 
recognising that night-time and cultural activity in Newtown is not confined to the King Street 
frontage itself. 

The City has reviewed each nomination on its merits, considering zoning, functional connection to 
King Street, exposure to sensitive residential receivers, the character of surrounding streets, and 
the suitability of the building and use for late-night or entertainment activity. The outcome is a 
measured and limited expansion of the precinct beyond the King Street frontage, adding a small 
number of side-street sites where they have strong functional connections to King Street and are 
not significantly exposed to sensitive residential receivers, while leaving quieter residential side 
streets outside the precinct. 

Process 
Early engagement 
From 21 November 2024 to 20 January 2025, we asked our communities about the proposed 
approach to special entertainment precincts through consultation on a discussion paper. A total of 
271 surveys and 85 emailed submissions were made in response to the discussion paper. There 
was strong support for the proposal to designate the existing late night trading areas, including 
King Street, as special entertainment precincts. We also asked questions about the proposed 
areas, hours, and sound levels to inform our Draft Special Entertainment Precincts Management 
Plan (management plan). 

In March 2025 Council endorsed the proposal to designate our late-night trading areas as special 
entertainment precincts. 

In December 2025, Council resolved to progress the King Street, Newtown Special Entertainment 
Precinct as a separate, coordinated proposal with Inner West Council, given the precinct's location 
on the boundary between the two local government areas. 

Developing the proposal 
In 2025 we carried out a sound study with extensive testing of existing sound levels and modelling 
of scenarios to derive proposed sound levels which support live music and entertainment, while 
protecting residential amenity. We consulted our Nightlife and Creative Industries Advisory Panel, 
as well as NSW Government agencies and neighbouring councils to establish our draft 
management plan. 

For King Street specifically, we have worked collaboratively with Inner West Council on a generally 
aligned approach to trading hours and sound levels, and have engaged with the Newtown Enmore 
Business Community to test the proposed precinct boundaries. 
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Next steps 
With Council and DPHI approval, the next step in 2026 will be public exhibition of this planning 
proposal, alongside the management plan and draft DCP amendments. Public consultation will be 
conducted concurrently with Inner West Council's process wherever practicable, and will include 
consultation with business, residents, local organisations, and further consultation with the relevant 
agencies and local authorities. 

Following public exhibition, the proposal will be brought back to Council prior to drafting and 
adoption of the planning controls. A year-long trial will be undertaken and assessed before 
finalisation of the management plan. 
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1. Objectives and 
intended outcomes 
Objectives 
The objectives of this planning proposal are to: 

− Amend the Sydney LEP 2012 to designate the subject area as a special entertainment 
precinct.  

− Give effect to the draft King Street Special Entertainment Precincts Management Plan and 
Sydney DCP 2012 amendment 

The objectives of the proposed special entertainment precinct are to: 

− Enable businesses to invest in and offer more live music, culture, entertainment and 
performance as part of their regular activities 

− Foster vibrant, inclusive, mixed-use neighbourhoods that support local community amenity 
− Improve quality, safety and diversity of the late-night offering 
− Enhance economic outcomes, supporting businesses to thrive 
− Streamline the process for businesses and the City of Sydney to make it easier and more 

affordable to operate late night trading premises 

Intended outcomes 
The intended outcomes of the planning controls are to introduce the following for the subject area: 

− SEP trading hours which override development consents 
− dedicated venue and program trading hours to incentivise live music and performance 
− notification of special entertainment precincts (SEP) on planning certificates and the City’s 

website 
− a sound plan with fixed maximum sound criteria  
− a governance framework with regular oversight and processes for compliance and 

responding to issues if they arise  
− a monitoring and evaluation plan to measure the success of the special entertainment 

precinct, while also tracking potential unintended impacts 
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2. Explanation of 
provisions 
This planning proposal seeks to establish a special entertainment precinct in Newtown by 
amending Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012 (Sydney LEP 2012). 

Proposed amendment to Sydney LEP 2012 
This planning proposal relies on implementation of a previous planning proposal that establishes 
both the Special Entertainment Precinct Map series and a new LEP clause for Special 
Entertainment Precincts. 

This planning proposal maps the proposed precinct in the Special Entertainment Precinct mapping 
series of the Sydney LEP 2012, thus giving effect to Section X.X Special entertainment precincts of 
the Sydney LEP 2012 to each mapped lot. See proposed mapping tile amendments in Section 4. 

Special entertainment precincts management plan 
Clause 202D(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to “prepare a plan for 
regulating noise from amplified music from premises in the special entertainment precinct and 
publish it on the council’s website”.  

The draft King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan (the management plan) is 
attached. In accordance with the NSW Government Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline, the 
management plan includes: 

− a sound management framework including a plan for regulating noise from entertainment 
activity, for different locations in the SEP 

− trading hours for licensed and unlicensed premises 
− compliance processes for unlicensed premises 
− compliance processes for licensed venues 
− thresholds or local circumstances for when a SEP may be suspended or revoked and the 

processes that will be undertaken 
− the exclusion of adult entertainment, sex service and restricted premises. 

The management plan is for the use of businesses, residents, Council, Liquor & Gaming NSW, and 
NSW Police in understanding their role and responsibilities in the management of late trading and 
entertainment sound in and around special entertainment precincts. 

Draft development control plan (DCP) amendment – King Street 
special entertainment precinct 
The draft development control plan (DCP) amendment proposes updates to Sydney DCP 2012 to 
align it with the provisions of the King Street special entertainment precinct, ensuring consistency 
with the planning framework, especially where development applications are involved. With 
approval the draft DCP amendment will be exhibited concurrently with the planning proposal. 
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3. Justification 
3.1. Strategic merit and community consultation  
The City of Sydney has a successful, well-established approach to late night trading currently in 
operation. Our Late Night Trading DCP has been in place and evolving since 2007. Late trading is 
enabled, and impact is managed through our 3 tiers and 3 business categories. The King Street 
Special Entertainment Precinct is consistent with the wider approach to Special Entertainment 
Precincts across the City of Sydney, while being more closely tailored to the Newtown context and 
developed in coordination with Inner West Council. As with the wider SEP proposal, the King 
Street precinct represents the City’s policy objectives: 

• Reducing applications and procedures for businesses wanting to trade late through trading 
hours which override consents 

• Offering incentives for venues hosting live music and performance 
• Better managing sound to balance business and residential amenity, through a bespoke 

sound plan, produced by acoustic experts 

The King Street precinct is strategically well-supported by infrastructure and transport, including 
Newtown Station, frequent bus services, and a long-established walkable high street, ensuring a 
safe and vibrant nightlife while maintaining residential amenity. 

King Street is one of Sydney's most significant and long-established night-time and cultural 
destinations, with a deep history of supporting live music, performance and a diversity of 
hospitality, retail and cultural uses. The proposal recognises King Street's role as a true 24-hour 
precinct, from morning cafes through all-day fashion retail, galleries and dining to its established 
late-night and live music offering and seeks to support that full breadth of activity rather than 
privileging any single use or time of day. 

There is strong community support for the proposal. The early engagement undertaken in late 
2024 for the wider Special Entertainment Precincts plan included Newtown and King Street, and a 
total of 271 surveys and 85 emailed submissions were made in response to the discussion paper, 
with 70% support for the proposal to designate the existing late night trading areas as Special 
Entertainment Precincts. The main reasons people supported the proposal were: 

• Growth in night life 
• Cultural and nightlife diversity 
• Flexibility for businesses 

For the King Street precinct specifically, we have worked closely with Inner West Council on a 
coordinated approach that reflects the lived experience of King Street as one continuous precinct, 
with generally aligned trading hours and sound levels across the two local government areas. We 
have also engaged the Newtown Enmore Business Community, who provided valuable input on 
local conditions, established and emerging clusters, and the suitability of the proposed precinct 
boundaries. This local engagement has directly shaped the proposal, including a limited expansion 
of the precinct to cover a small number of side-street sites with strong functional connections to 
King Street. 
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3.2. Need for the planning proposal  
Q1. Is the planning proposal the result of any strategic study or report? 
The planning proposal is a response to resolutions of Council and legislation made by the State 
Government. The proposal aligns with City Plan 2036 the endorsed Local Strategic Planning 
Statement (LSPS), Cultural Strategy (2025-2035) and Economic Development Strategy (2025-
2035).  

Special Entertainment Precincts under the Local Government Act 1993 

On 30 April 2021 Section 202 of the Local Government Act 1993 was gazetted. It enables the 
establishment of Special Entertainment Precincts by a Council. This planning proposal has been 
developed in accordance with this legislation. This legislation was further refined in December 
2023 through the passing of the Vibrancy Reforms, introducing the special entertainment precinct 
framework. NSW Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline was finalised in November 2024 which 
sets the process by which Councils can designate and manage special entertainment precincts. 

Council resolutions 

In October 2024, a Minute by the Lord Mayor (Item 3.3 Supporting Sydney’s Nightlife) resolved 
“Council continue to work with the NSW Government to implement special entertainment precincts 
and other measures to support Sydney’s nightlife.”   

Also in October 2024, Council resolved to “approve the Special Entertainment Precincts 
Discussion Paper… for public exhibition.” 

In March 2025, Council resolved to “note the matters raised in response to the public exhibition” 
and “endorse the establishment of special entertainment precincts in late night trading areas 
identified in Attachment D to the subject report.” 

In December 2025, Council resolved (Item 12.4 Coordination of the King Street, Newtown Special 
Entertainment Precinct with Inner West Council) to request that staff “work collaboratively with the 
Inner West Council staff on a generally aligned approach to trading hours and sound levels” for the 
King Street precinct, and that public consultation be conducted concurrently with Inner West 
Council’s process wherever practicable. 

City Plan 2036: Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) 

While our adopted LSPS pre-dates the introduction of s202 of the Local Government Act 1993, 
there is strong alignment between the aims of the LSPS and the proposed approach for special 
entertainment precincts, including the King Street special entertainment precincts.  

Our LSPS sets the strategic context for special entertainment precincts by planning for a more 
balanced, diverse and inviting night-time economy. The LSPS references Open and Creative City: 
“these reforms will promote a more balanced, inviting and safe night-time economy and encourage 
a range of cultural, entertainment, arts and leisure activities. They support our global city offering 
and help attract visitors, workers and investment.”  

The LSPS also plans for culture and performance. It acknowledges “the Sydney live music and 
performance sector makes a substantial social, economic, and employment contribution to Sydney 
and is vital to the City’s cultural life… we are investigating planning reforms to support performance 
venues by reducing uncertainty and complexity and better managing entertainment sound.”  

The LSPS identifies that “The centres and activity streets are increasingly important for late night 
activity. As the City’s population increases, the availability of social, cultural and business services 
operating at night will increase. The City has moved to increase opportunities for late night 
activities while managing the amenity of residents and other sensitive users in the neighbourhood.” 
Many of our special entertainment precincts are centres and activity streets, further supporting 
operation at night, while introducing a sound plan to manage amenity of residents. 
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The special entertainment precinct proposal responds to the LSPS’ plan for these locations by 
better supporting later trading businesses, as well as providing incentives for live music and 
performance.  

Economic Development Strategy (2025-2035) 

Our Economic Development Strategy (2025-2035) positions Sydney as a global, connected city 
with distinct precincts and strong local economies. It emphasises innovation-led growth, visitor 
economy recovery, and creating great local experiences. Special entertainment precincts align with 
these objectives by stimulating hospitality and creative industries. They also contribute to 
the strengthening local economies by taking a precinct approach and diversifying night-time 
offerings. This approach reinforces Sydney’s role as Australia’s economic heart while enhancing its 
global reputation for culture and lifestyle.  

Cultural Strategy (2025-2035)  

Our Cultural Strategy focuses on retaining, rebuilding, and reimagining Sydney’s cultural 
life, addressing challenges such as the loss of creative spaces and rising costs for artists The 
proposal to designate special entertainment precincts strongly aligns with the City’s Cultural 
Strategy, which prioritises planning and regulatory reform to support a culture‑led nightlife. The 
Strategy identifies cultural precincts as key locations for increasing creative employment and 
cultural experiences. The strategy also seeks to address the underlying challenges of the cultural 
sector, namely affordability and the lack of cultural production space. Special entertainment 
precincts play a role in addressing these challenges by expanding demand for live music and 
performance through incentives and fostering cultural participation in local communities. 

Q2. Is the planning proposal the best means of achieving the objectives or intended 
outcomes, or is there a better way? 
Section 202 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that “A special entertainment precinct may 
be established by the council for the area in which the precinct will be located, by identifying the 
precinct in a local environmental plan that applies to the land on which the precinct will be located.”  

In September 2025, NSW Productivity and Equality Commission carried out a review of regulatory 
barriers impeding a vibrant 24-hour economy. The report found that businesses are constrained by 
regulations and rising costs. They concluded that special entertainment precincts can make it 
faster and simpler for councils and businesses to deliver entertainment and extended trading while 
managing local amenity 

Through the incentive hours, the planning proposal will help achieve the intended outcome of 
enabling businesses to invest in and deliver more live music, culture, entertainment, and 
performance as part of their ongoing offer. Trading hours in a precinct management plan can 
override those on a development consent. This will help to reduce the administrative burden on 
councils and businesses, making it easier and more affordable to operate late night trading 
premises. The management plan gives operational certainty, which will also help to enhance 
economic outcomes, supporting businesses to thrive. 

3.3. Relationship to the strategic planning framework  
Q3. Is the planning proposal consistent with the objectives and actions of the applicable 
regional or sub-regional strategy (including any exhibited draft plans or strategies)?  
The draft Sydney Plan (2025) 

The draft Sydney Plan is the new regional strategic plan, to replace the adopted Greater Sydney 
Regional Plan. The draft Sydney Plan will guide how the NSW Government manages growth in the 
Sydney region over the next 20 years. It covers 33 local government areas and lays out a plan for 
housing, infrastructure, jobs, sustainability and vibrant communities. The draft Plan was released in 
late 2025 and at the time of writing is on exhibition. 

25



Planning proposal – 
King Street special entertainment precinct 

12 

Response 6 of the draft Sydney Plan ‘Create a more vibrant Sydney’ is directly relevant to this 
proposal. Council action 6.3 is ‘Establish special entertainment precincts where appropriate to 
accommodate critical community, arts, cultural and retail uses as part of Council-led precinct 
planning”. This Proposal directly addresses that action. 

Greater Sydney Regional Plan: A Metropolis of Three Cities 

The Plan sets a 40-year vision (to 2056) and a 20-year plan to manage growth and change. It sets 
an overarching strategic planning policy to align land use, transport, and infrastructure outcomes 
for Greater Sydney concurrently with Future Transport 2056 (Transport for NSW) and State 
Infrastructure Strategy (Infrastructure NSW). The Plan provides a set of objectives under the 10 
Directions set out in Directions for a Greater Sydney 2017-2056. 

Objective 9 of the Plan is states that “Stimulating the night-time economy supports dynamic places 
and boosts local economies. This can generally occur in mixed-use centres with adequate noise 
control, locally appropriate operating hours and safe late-night travel options.”  

This planning proposal will assist in achieving this objective by making it easier for businesses to 
trade later in mixed-use centres, identifying locally appropriate trading hours. The proposal also 
ensures adequate noise control, through the management plan’s sound criteria, which have been 
set in response to local context.  

Eastern City District Plan 

The Eastern City District Plan is a 20-year plan to manage growth in the context of economic, 
social, and environmental matters to achieve the 40-year vision for Greater Sydney. It further 
explores the objectives of the Greater Sydney Regional Plan as discussed above. Several planning 
priorities under the Plan are directly supported by this proposal. They include:  

• E4 – Fostering healthy, creative, culturally rich and socially connected communities. 
• E6 – Creating and renewing great places and local centres and respecting the District’s 

heritage. 
• E11 – Growing investment, business opportunities and jobs in strategic centres, and  
• E13 – Supporting growth of targeted industry sectors. 

In particular, Action 14 requires Council’s to “Facilitate opportunities for creative and artistic 
expression and participation, wherever feasible with a minimum regulatory burden, including: 

a. arts enterprises and facilities, and creative industries  

b. interim and temporary uses  

c. appropriate development of the night-time economy.”  

Our proposal for special entertainment precincts seeks to decrease the regulatory burden for 
artistic expression through incentive hours and for development of the night time economy. By 
designating most of our commercial and mixed use centres, the proposal aligns with plan’s 
priorities of renewing great places and growing business opportunities and jobs in strategic 
centres.  

Q4. Is the planning proposal consistent with council’s local strategy or other local strategic 
plan?   
Yes, the planning proposal is consistent with City Plan 2036 the endorsed Local Strategic Planning 
Statement (LSPS), Cultural Strategy (2025-2035) and Economic Development Strategy (2025-
2035). See row 1. 
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Q5. Is the planning proposal consistent with applicable State Environmental Planning 
Policies (SEPPs)?  

State Environmental Planning 
Policies   

Comment   

SEPP (Biodiversity and Conservation) 
2021    

Not applicable 

SEPP (Building Sustainability Index: 
BASIX)  2004   

Not applicable 

SEPP (Exempt and Complying 
Development  Codes) 2008    

Not applicable 

SEPP (Housing) - 2021  Consistent. The management plan protects the 
amenity of residents in and around our Special 
Entertainment Precincts, balancing nightlife with 
amenity for residential uses. Sydney DCP 2012 
Entertainment Sound Management ensures higher 
noise attenuation standards will apply to new 
residential accommodation near to venues and in our 
latest trading special entertainment precincts. 

SEPP (Planning Systems) 2021    Not applicable 

SEPP (Precincts – Eastern Harbour 
City) 2021    

Not applicable 

SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) 2021    Not applicable 

SEPP (Sustainable Buildings) 2022    Not applicable 

 
 
 
Q6. Is the planning proposal consistent with applicable Section 9.1 Ministerial Directions?  

Ministerial Direction   Comment   

Focus Area 1 Planning Systems    

1.1 Implementation of Regional Plans    Not applicable 

1.2 Development of Aboriginal Land Council Land Not applicable 

1.3 Approval and Referral Requirements    Consistent. The proposal will decrease the 
need for development applications, through 
trading hours in the management plan which 
override development consents. Therefore, 
approval and referral requirements will be 
reduced. 

1.4 Site Specific Provisions    Not applicable 
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Focus Area 1: Planning Systems – Place-based    

1.5-1.22 Place based directions   Not applicable 

1.15 Implementation of the Pyrmont Peninsula 
Place Strategy 

Not applicable 

Focus Area 3: Biodiversity and Conservation    

3.2 Heritage Conservation    Consistent. No changes are proposed which 
would result in negative impacts to heritage 
conservation.  
 

3.9 Sydney Harbour Foreshores and Waterways 
Area   

Not applicable 

Focus Area 4: Resilience and Hazards   

4.1 Flooding    Not applicable 

4.2 Coastal Management    Not applicable 

4.4 Remediation of Contaminated Land    Not applicable 

4.5 Acid Sulfate Soils    Not applicable 

Focus Area 5: Transport and Infrastructure    

5.1 Integrating Land use and Transport    Consistent. The proposal supports the 
continued growth of appropriately zoned land. 
The precinct is located in an area well 
serviced by public transport, including late 
night public transport options. 
 

5.2 Reserving Land for Public Purposes    Not applicable. 

Focus Area 6: Housing     

6.1 Residential Zones    Consistent. The proposal will not reduce the 
capacity of land within the precincts for 
residential development. It will ensure future 
residential accommodation developed in the 
area is designed to mitigate against 
entertainment sound, preserving adequate 
amenity for the enjoyment of future residents.  

Focus Area 7: Industry and Employment    

7.1 Business and Industrial Zones     The proposal will support the operation and 
objectives of land zoned for employment, 
commercial, services, retail, and industry by 
making it easier to trade later and making the 
acceptable sound levels coming from 
premises clear to businesses and residents. 
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Council expects this proposed special 
entertainment precinct to increase business 
confidence and lead to the establishment of 
new businesses. 

3.4. Environmental, social and economic impact   
Q7. Is there any likelihood that critical habitat or threatened species, populations or 
ecological communities, or their habitats, will be adversely affected as a result of the 
proposal?  
No. 

Q8. Are there any other likely environmental effects as a result of the planning proposal and 
how are they proposed to be managed?  
Increased patronage and the potential establishment of new venues or increased activity from 
existing venue may lead to an increase in sound levels.  

Any additional sound generated by venues from amplified sound and patron noise from within 
venues will be regulated and enforced under the management plan. The compliance procedures 
for such incidents are outlined in this plan. Regulating this environmental effect is at the core of this 
planning proposal.  

Q9. Has the planning proposal adequately addressed any social and economic effects?  
The economic and social impacts resulting from the planning proposal are expected to be positive. 

Nightlife and creative industries have faced significant disruption from past lockout laws, which 
restricted trading hours and reduced opportunities for late-night cultural activity. The COVID-19 
pandemic compounded these challenges, leading to prolonged closures, job losses, and later, 
rising costs. Introducing special entertainment precincts is one of a series of measure the City has 
undertaken to address these impacts and support our night life and creative industries. 

In September 2025, NSW Productivity and Equality Commission carried out a review of regulatory 
barriers impeding a vibrant 24-hour economy. The report found that businesses are constrained by 
regulations and rising costs. They concluded that special entertainment precincts can make it 
faster and simpler for councils and businesses to deliver entertainment and extended trading while 
managing local amenity 

Through the incentive hours, the planning proposal will help achieve the intended outcome of 
enabling businesses to invest in and deliver more live music, culture, entertainment, and 
performance as part of their ongoing offer. Trading hours in a precinct management plan can 
override those on a development consent. This will help to reduce the administrative burden on 
councils and businesses, making it easier and more affordable to operate late night trading 
premises. The management plan gives operational certainty, which will also help to enhance 
economic outcomes, supporting businesses to thrive. 

Nevertheless, there is potential for unintended consequences, such as: 

• Increased antisocial behaviour 
• Loss of residential amenity 
• Homogenisation of the area (loss of day trading business, loss of small or independent 

business, etc) 
• Lack of affordability / inclusion of offer 

The management plan includes a monitoring and evaluation framework. Indicators and data 
sources have been identified for these potential unintended consequences. They will be monitored 
on a regular basis and reviewed by the precinct working group, with the potential to adjust the 
policy, or suspend or revoke the special entertainment precincts if needed. 
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3.5. State and Commonwealth interests    
Q10. Is there adequate public infrastructure for the planning proposal?   
The proposal does not change development potential, so any impact on requirements for public 
infrastructure would be minor.  

The proposal is likely to result in an increase in footfall in the King Street, Newtown precinct, 
particularly at night. This precinct has good public transport accessibility, including rail, buses and 
nightrider buses. It is also well supported by taxi and rideshare services.  

A recent report by Night Time Industries Association identified lack of late night public transport as 
a barrier to growth in the night time economy. Extending public transport services at night would 
support further growth.  
Q11. What are the views of state and Commonwealth public authorities consulted in 
accordance with the Gateway determination?  
In line with the NSW Government Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline, the following 
organisations were notified of our intention to designate special entertainment precincts and 
consulted on the draft proposal: 

• Office of the 24-Hour Commissioner 
• Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
• Liquor & Gaming NSW 
• NSW Police  
• Inner West Council (proposed SEP on shared boundary) 

There is no objection to the proposal on the part of these public authorities. 
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5. Community 
consultation 
Early consultation – Special entertainment precinct discussion paper 
From 21 November 2024 to 20 January 2025, we asked our communities for feedback on the 
proposed approach to special entertainment precincts through consultation on a discussion paper. 
A total of 271 surveys and 85 emailed submissions were made in response to the discussion 
paper. There was strong support for the proposal to designate the existing late night trading areas, 
including King Street, as special entertainment precincts. We also asked questions about the 
proposed areas, hours and sound levels to inform our management plan. 

Agency and local authority consultation 
In line with the NSW Government Special Entertainment Precinct Guideline, the following 
organisations were notified of our intention to designate special entertainment precincts and 
consulted on the draft proposal: 

• Office of the 24-Hour Commissioner 
• Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
• Liquor & Gaming NSW 
• NSW Police 
• Inner West Council (proposed SEP on shared boundary) 

Coordination with Inner West Council 
In line with the Council resolution of 15 December 2025, the City has worked collaboratively with 
Inner West Council on the King Street Special Entertainment Precinct, recognising that the precinct 
spans both local government areas and that residents, businesses and visitors experience King 
Street as one continuous street. The two councils have worked together on an aligned approach to 
trading hours and sound levels, ensuring consistent controls along the full length of the King Street 
corridor regardless of local government boundary. Officers from both councils have met regularly to 
share evidence, align approaches to sound assessment and trading hour proposals, and ensure 
that consultation, communications and rollout of the precinct are coordinated. Inner West Council 
has passed an equivalent motion in support of this coordinated approach, and public exhibition will 
be conducted concurrently with Inner West Council's process wherever practicable. 

Engagement with the Newtown Enmore Business Community 
The Newtown Enmore Business Community has been engaged throughout the development of the 
proposal. As a peak business representative body for King Street and the surrounding area, the 
Business Community has provided valuable local knowledge about hospitality, retail and cultural 
businesses operating in Newtown, the lived experience of trading in the precinct, emerging 
business clusters off King Street, and opportunities and challenges for the night-time economy in 
Newtown. The Business Community nominated a number of premises and side-street locations for 
inclusion in the precinct, which the City has reviewed and which have informed targeted 
refinements to the proposed precinct boundary. The Business Community will continue to be 
engaged through public exhibition and implementation. 
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Precinct working group 
The City's Nightlife and Creative Industries Advisory Panel acts as a precinct working group for the 
special entertainment precincts. The panel is made up of key nightlife stakeholders from industry 
associations, cultural institutions, creatives, live music and performance venues, small bars and 
festivals. The panel is an independent advisory body. 

In supporting the City's approach to establishing entertainment precincts, the panel has provided 
advice on the development of the precincts and the management plan. 

Future consultation 
With Council approval and DPHI gateway determination, the next step will be public exhibition of 
this planning proposal, alongside the management plan and DCP amendment. Public consultation 
will be conducted concurrently with Inner West Council's process wherever practicable and will 
include notification of affected parties and consultation with business, residents, visitors, local 
organisations, and further consultation with the relevant agencies and local authorities. 
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6. Project timeline 
The timeframe for the planning proposal is highly dependent on the time it takes to receive 
gateway determination. The  best-case scenario timeline for completion of this planning proposal is 
as follows:  

Stage  Timeframe   

Gateway Determination  Q3 2026  

Public exhibition and government agency consultation   Q3 2026  

Consideration of submissions   Q3 2026  

Post exhibition consideration of proposal by Council/CSPC  Q4 2026  

Drafting of LEP provisions   Q4 2026  

Finalisation of LEP and DCP and forwarding to Department of 
Planning and Environment for notification  

Q4 2026 

Year-long trial commences Q1 2027 

Year-long trial ends Q1 2028 
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The City of Sydney acknowledges the Gadigal of the 
Eora Nation as the Traditional Custodians of our local area. 
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Draft Sydney DCP 2012 – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

Purpose of this Development Control Plan 
The purpose of this Development Control Plan (DCP) is to amend Sydney Development Control 
Plan 2012. 

The amendment makes changes to the existing late night trading and entertainment sound 
management provisions to support the objectives of Planning Proposal – King Street Special 
Entertainment Precinct. 

This plan is to be read in conjunction with Planning Proposal – King Street Special Entertainment 
Precinct and draft King Street Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan.  

Citation 
This amendment may be referred to as Draft Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 – King Street 
Special entertainment precinct. 

Land covered by this plan 
This plan applies to the entirety of the City of Sydney local government area as shown on Late 
Night Trading Areas maps. 

Amendments to Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 
This plan amends Sydney Development Control Plan 2012 by: 

1. Amending Section 3.14 ‘Late Night Trading Management’ as set out in Schedule 1. 
2. Amending the Late night trading areas maps as shown in Appendix 1. 
3. Amending the Entertainment sound management map as shown in Appendix 2. 
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Schedule 1 

Amendment to Section 3.15 
Proposed edits to Section 3.15 ‘Late Night Trading Management’ shown in purple below, with 
strikethrough representing deletion and underline representing additions or edits. 

Text shown in red are previous amendments as part of the Draft Development Control Plan Special 
Entertainment Precincts and associated Planning Proposal. At the time of writing, the Special 
Entertainment Precincts Planning Proposal is awaiting Gateway Determination prior to public 
exhibition.  

Text shown in blue are previous amendments exhibited and approved by council in the Policy and 
Housekeeping Amendment. The Policy and Housekeeping Amendment is pending finalisation at 
the time of writing. 

3.15 Late Night Trading Management 
This section assists in encouraging diverse late night trading in the city meet the social and cultural 
needs of the community, while managing the effects of these uses on the neighbourhoods in which 
they are located. 

The City’s night-time economy is an integral part of its commercial, cultural and social fabric. Late 
night trading premises are an important part of Sydney social and cultural life and play an 
important role in contributing to the City’s economic growth and standing as a global city. Late night 
trading supports a 24 hour economy where residents, workers and tourists can access a diverse 
range of businesses for convenience, leisure and entertainment. Late night trading premises also 
provide employment and jobs with flexible hours. 

The following provisions provide greater certainty to the community and proponents of late night 
trading premises in respect to appropriate operating hours and location. The provisions do not set 
out to curb or increase potential trading hours in a blanket fashion throughout the City, but allow 
opportunities for late night trading hours in appropriate locations and with appropriate management 
actions. 

The provisions also identify shorter operating hours for late night trading in areas within a 
predominantly residential context. Longer trading hours are contemplated for premises located in 
places where impacts on amenity in residential neighbourhoods are likely to be lower and are 
considered capable of being adequately managed. 

The provisions encourage a mix of late opening shops and businesses, like grocery stores, 
bookshops, hairdressers and galleries, as well as licensed theatres, pubs, cafes, small bars and 
restaurants in late night precincts. Having more diverse forms of late night trading attracts a wide 
range of people of all ages and interests, creating a safer and more balanced night time economy. 

To encourage more live entertainment in a range of locations in the city, the provisions provide the 
possibility for additional trading hours for dedicated performance venues and licensed venues 
which host cultural uses and live performance. 

Late trading hours are considered by the City of Sydney Council to be a privilege. Late trading 
hours will only be approved in circumstances where an ongoing commitment to good management 
is evident through a series of successful trial periods. It is particularly important for proponents of 
late night trading premises with greater effects on surrounding uses to demonstrate responsible 
management over time. This commitment should be demonstrated both at the application stage 
and throughout the history of the operation of the premises. 

Late night trading area character statements and guidelines for preparing plans of management 
are included in Schedule 3 and should be referred to when preparing your application. 
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Generally, late night trading areas are places within the City of Sydney that already or have 
historically been characterised by late night trading and related activity, for example George Street 
and the wider CBD, or are suitable areas identified for late night trading in the future. Longer 
trading hours may be permitted where it is considered that there is capacity for more late night 
uses to operate which reinforce the existing character of late night trading areas and do not create 
adverse impacts on residential areas. 

There are a number of sites in the city LGA which are excluded from the Sydney Development 
Control Plan 2012 because Minister is the consent authority. The City is however the consent 
authority for proposals of less than $10 million in value, and applies the provisions of the Late Night 
Trading DCP 2007 when it assesses proposals. Green Square Town Centre DCP 2012 applies to 
the Green Square Town Centre, which is excluded from the Sydney DCP 2012. 

The Late Night Trading DCP 2007 and the Green Square Town Centre DCP 2012 will adopt the 
relevant provisions of the amended Sydney DCP 2012, with the late night trading maps of each 
plan amended accordingly. 

This section supports a diverse, culture-rich night-time economy while managing potential impacts 
on surrounding neighbourhoods.  

With the introduction of Special Entertainment Precincts under the Sydney LEP 2012 and SEPP - 
Precincts Eastern Harbour City 2021, the DCP operates alongside the precincts management plan 
to guide late‑night trading. 

Special Entertainment Precincts identify areas where premises may trade without development 
consent during the hours set out in the precincts management plan. This section of the DCP 
continues to apply city‑wide and provides the framework for assessing trading hours outside 
special entertainment precinct hours. 

Both documents apply a consistent structure of three late‑night trading area tiers and three 
business categories, with trading hours calibrated to local context and likely impacts. 

Base hours are approved on a permanent basis. In Special Entertainment Precincts, for Category 
A and B base hours match those in the precincts management plan, meaning premises may trade 
to these hours without approval.  

Extended hours are applied for and granted on a time‑limited trial to allow Council to assess 
amenity impacts and venue management. An additional hour on extended hours can be applied for 
by performance venues and premises with performance, creative or cultural uses. 

This section outlines when a Plan of Management will be required to address potential late‑night 
impacts. Extended hours will only be supported where responsible operations and effective 
management can be demonstrated. 

 

Definitions 
Category A – High Impact Premises means any of the following premises: 

(a) a hotel within the meaning of the Liquor Act 2007 that is not designated as a general bar 
licence; 

(b) a hotel within the meaning of the Liquor Act 2007 that has a capacity of more than 120 
patrons and is designated as a general bar licence; 

(c) an on-premises licence within the meaning of the Liquor Act 2007 where the primary 
business or activity carried out on the premises is that of a nightclub with a capacity of more 
than 120 patrons; 

(a) any licensed premises that has a capacity of more than 120 patron where the sale or supply 
of liquor is for consumption on the premises. This includes a hotel, pub, bar, registered club or 
nightclub, but does not include restaurants. 
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(d) a dedicated performance venue, which may be licensed and includes theatres, cinema, 
music hall, concert hall, dance hall or other space that is primarily for the purpose of 
performance, creative or cultural uses, with the capacity of 250 patrons or more, but does not 
include a pub, bar, karaoke venue, small bar, nightclub, adult entertainment venue or 
registered club; 

(e) a club within the meaning of the Liquor Act 2007; 

(f) a premises that has a capacity of more than 120 patrons where the primary purpose is the 
sale or supply of liquor for consumption on the premises; or 

(g)  premises that are used as a karaoke venue where the owner or occupier sells or supplies 
liquor for consumption on the premises. 

 

Category B – Low Impact Premises means any of the following premises: 

(a) a hotel within the meaning of the Liquor Act 2007 that has a capacity of 120 patrons or less 
and is designated as a small bar or general bar licence; 

(b) premises that have a capacity of 120 patrons or less where the primary purpose is the sale 
or supply of liquor for consumption on the premises; 

(c) an on-premises licence within the meaning of the Liquor Act 2007; 

(d) any premises where the owner or occupier sells or supplies liquor for consumption on the 
premises that is not a Category A Premises; 

(a) any licensed premises that has a capacity of less than 120 patron where the sale or supply 
of liquor is for consumption on the premises. This includes a hotel, pub, bar, registered club or 
nightclub. 

(b) any licensed premises where the sale or supply of liquor is for consumption off the premises 

(c) restaurants, takeaways and other food and drink premises. 

(e) any other commercial premises, other than Category C premises, which in the opinion of 
the Council may impact on the amenity and safety of a neighbourhood resulting from its 
operation at night, including but not limited to, food and drink premises, takeaway food and 
drink premises, theatres, karaoke venues, convenience stores, entertainment facility and 
standalone gyms and other indoor recreational facilities in buildings with residential 
accommodation and the like; or 

(f) a dedicated performance venue, which may be licensed and includes theatres, cinema, 
music hall, concert hall, dance hall or other space that is primarily for the purpose of 
performance, creative or cultural uses, with the capacity of up to 250 patrons, but does not 
include a pub, bar, karaoke venue, small bar, nightclub, adult entertainment venue or 
registered club. 

 

Category C premises means any of the following premises: 

any retail premises or business premises which does not sell, supply or allow the consumption 
of liquor on or off the premises or hold any licence under the Liquor Act 2007. This may include 
premises selling groceries, personal care products, clothing, books/stationery, music, 
homewares, electrical goods and the like, or businesses such as drycleaners, banks and 
hairdressers and the like. This may include standalone gyms or other indoor recreational 
facilities which are not in buildings with residential accommodation. It does not include 
convenience stores, food and drink premises, takeaway food and drink premises, gyms or 
other indoor recreational facilities in buildings with residential accommodation, commercial 
kitchens, or adult entertainment venue or sex services industry premises. 

46



Draft Sydney DCP 2012 – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

Note: Category A, B and C Late night trading premises do not include sex services industry 
premises. 

Base hours are the standard range of trading hours that a late night trading premises is entitled to 
if an application is approved. 

Convenience store is a shop that: 

(a) primarily offers pre-packaged, processed snack food for sale in addition to soft drinks, 
cigarettes, magazines and other miscellaneous grocery and convenience items; and 

(b) has a floor area generally under 200 square metres; and 

(c) located at street level in places with medium to high volume of passing traffic. 

In all cases, the discretion as to what development is considered to be a ‘convenience store’ for the 
purposes of this DCP shall be solely that of the consent authority and generally in accordance with 
this DCP. 

Extended hours mean trading hours that may be approved above base hours on a trial basis. 

Outdoor areas are any areas that are not considered an enclosed place within the meaning 
described in the Smoke-free Environment Regulation 2007. 

Patron capacity means the maximum number of patrons permitted in a development consent. 
Outdoor seating is included in patron capacity calculations. 

Performance, creative or cultural uses activities include: 

(a) live entertainment, being an event at which one or more persons are engaged to play or 
perform live or pre-recorded music, or a performance at which performers (or at least some 
of them) are present in person; or 
(b) production of an artwork, craft, design, media, image or immersive technology; or 
(c) display or projection or production of an artwork, craft, design, media, image or 
immersive technology in conjunction with live entertainment (as defined above); or 
(d) rehearsal, teaching or discussion of art, craft, design, literature or performance; or 
(e) presentation of a film or cinema. 

Note: The definition of live entertainment is consistent with clause 102 of the Liquor Regulation 
2018. 

Standalone gym means a business operating a gymnasium which is not ancillary to uses in the 
same building. 

Objectives 
(a) Identify appropriate locations and trading hours for late night trading premises. 

(b) Ensure that late night trading premises will have minimal adverse impacts on the amenity of 
residential or other sensitive land uses. 

(c) Ensure that a commitment is made by operators of late night trading premises to good 
management through the monitoring and implementation of robust plans of management. 

(d) Encourage late night trading premises that contribute to vibrancy and vitality, as appropriate 
for a Global City. 

(e) Encourage a broad mix of night time uses with broad community appeal that reflect the 
diverse entertainment and recreational needs of people who work and live in the City of 
Sydney as well as people who visit the City. 

(f) Encourage a diversity of night-time activity in defined areas. 

(g) Encourage a diversity of night time activity by incentivising performance, creative or cultural 
uses in licensed premises and dedicated performance venues. 
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(h) Prevent the proliferation of poorly managed high impact late night premises. 

(i) Ensure that new late night trading premises do not reduce the diversity of retail services in 
an area. 

(j) Encourage diverse retail and services to meet the needs of communities. 

(k) Ensure that applications are accompanied by sufficient information so that proposals for 
late night trading premises can be fully and appropriately assessed. 

(l) Provide the possibility of extensions of trading hours for premises where they have 
demonstrated good management during trial periods. 

(m) Encourage premises with extended trading hours that are of a type that do not operate 
exclusively during late night hours and may be patronised both day and night. 

(n) Ensure that appropriate hours are permitted for outdoor trading; and 

(o) Ensure a consistent approach to the assessment of applications for premises seeking late 
night trading hours. 

Provisions 
3.15.1 General 
(1) These provisions apply to applications made under Part 4 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 which includes development applications and applications to review a 
determination or modify a consent. 

(1) These provisions apply to applications for new and existing Category A, B and C premises that: 

(a) seek approval for trading hours; 

(b) seek refurbishment, additions or extensions that will result in an intensification of an 
existing use; 

(c) seek an extension or renewal of trial trading hours as prescribed in this section of the DCP; 
or 

(d) seek approval for outdoor trading. 

(2) These provisions do not apply to Category B and C premises that do not trade after 10pm, and 
Category A premises trading only between 10am to 10pm. The provisions may be applied to 
premises that seek approval for outdoor trading beyond 8pm where it is considered the outdoor 
trading may have an impact on neighbourhood amenity. 

(3) Generally standard trading hours between 7am 6am and 10pm will apply in business zones. 

Note: These provisions are not retrospective and do not derogate from existing consents. Existing 
consents, and past operation under those consents, will be taken into account in assessing new 
applications. 

3.15.2 Late night trading areas 
(1) These provisions identify a hierarchy of three late night trading areas located throughout 

the City of Sydney. Late night trading areas are described in Schedule 3 Late night trading 
and identified on the late night trading areas map and include: 

a. Late Night Management Areas; 

b. City Living Areas; and 

c. Local Centre Areas. 

(2) Notwithstanding the above, all proposals for premises located outside of the late night 
trading areas will be subject to the requirements of these provisions. 

3.15.3 Matters for consideration 
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These matters for consideration provide the basis for a consistent approach to the determination of 
appropriate trading hours and create greater certainty for the community and proponents of late 
night trading premises. 

Once these factors are taken into consideration, late night trading hours may be permitted in 
appropriate circumstances, particularly in areas within the City that already exhibit a vibrant night-
time character, as opposed to parts of the City that are predominantly residential in character 
where amenity impacts can be the greatest and most difficult to manage. 

(1) Appropriate trading hours for late night trading premises will be determined by taking into 
account a number of issues, where relevant, which include, but are not limited to: 

(1) the location and context of the premises, including proximity to residential and other 
sensitive land uses and other late night trading premises 

(2) the specific nature of the premises, its activities, the proposed patron capacity and the 
proposed hours of operation 

(3) the likely impact on the amenity of surrounding sensitive land uses, including noise, and 
the ability to manage the impacts 

(4) the provision of indoor performance, creative or cultural use and how this increases the 
diversity of late night activities in the area 

(5) the provision of indoor space for performance, creative or cultural uses in a licensed 
premises, including the nature of the space available for the use, programming and 
entertainment being provided 

(6) the contribution that late night trading proposals make to street activation and vibrancy 
of an area at night. 

(7) the likely impacts arising from the closing times and patron dispersal of the proposed 
and existing late night uses, including consideration of unlicensed late night trading in 
an area, such as shops, businesses and food and drink premises 

(8) the existing hours of operation of surrounding business uses, including licensed 
premises and unlicensed premises such as shops and food and drink premises; 

(9) the size and patron capacity of the premises; 

(10) the impact of the premises on the mix, diversity and possible concentration of late 
night uses in the locality; 

(11) the likely operation of the proposal during day time hours, including the potential for 
street front activation. 

(12) submission of a plan of management that demonstrates a strong commitment to 
good management of the business, particularly in relation to managing potential impacts 
on adjoining and surrounding land uses and premises, as well as the public domain; 

(13) the diversity of retail and business services within an area and the impact of a late 
night trading proposal on this diversity; 

(14) measures to be used for ensuring adequate safety, security and crime prevention 
both on the site of the premises and in the public domain immediately adjacent to, and 
generally surrounding, the premises; and 

(15) submission of a record of complaints kept by the venue.  

(16) the accessibility and frequency of public transport during late night trading hours. 

3.15.4 Trading hours and trial periods 
These provisions identify base and extended trading hours within the three late night trading areas 
and for premises located outside of these areas. 

49



Draft Sydney DCP 2012 – King Street Special Entertainment Precinct 

In Special Entertainment Precincts as identified the Sydney LEP 2012 and SEPP Precincts – 
Eastern Harbour City 2021, the DCP operates alongside the precinct management plan to guide 
late‑night trading. Trading hours in the precinct management plan override hours in the 
development consent. 

Base hours are approved on a permanent basis. Approvals for extended hours late night trading 
premises will be limited in time to enable Council to assess the ongoing management performance 
of a premise and its impacts on neighbourhood amenity. These trial periods allow Council the 
flexibility to review the conditions on development consents and respond to such things as 
changes in the late night character of a neighbourhood and changes in management. 

(1) Base and extended hours that apply to particular late night trading areas are identified in 
Table 3.8 Late night trading hours. 

  Category A  Category B  Category C 

  Indoor Outdoor Indoor Outdoor Indoor 

Late Night 
Management 
Area 

Base 6am to 
midnight 

9am to 
10pm 

6am to 2am 7am to 
10pm 

24 hours 

 Extended 24 hours 9am to 1am 24 hours 7am to 1am 24 hours 

City Living 
Area 

Base 7am to 
11pm 

9am to 
10pm 

7am to 1am 7am to 
10pm 

24 hours 

 Extended 7am to 5am 9am to 
midnight 

7am 6am to 
5am 

7am to 
midnight 

24 hours 

Local Centre 
Area 

Base 9am 7am to 
10pm 

9am to 
10pm 

7am to 
11pm 

7am to 
10pm 

7am to 2am 

 Extended 9am 7am to 
midnight 

9am to 
10pm 

7am 6am to 
midnight* 

7am to 
10pm 

7am 6am to 
2am 

King Street  
north 

Base  6am to 
midnight 

9am to 
10pm 

6am to 2am 7am to 
10pm 

6am to 2am 

Extended 6am to 3am 9am to 
midnight 

6am to 3am* 7am to 
midnight 

24 hours 

King Street 
south 

Base  6am to 
midnight 

9am to 
10pm 

6am to 2am 7am to 
10pm 

6am to 2am 

Extended 6am to 2am 9am to 
midnight 

6am to 2am 7am to 
midnight 

24 hours 

All other 
areas 

Base 10am to 
10pm 

10am to 
8pm 

7am to 
10pm 

7am to 8pm 7am to 
midnight 

 Extended 10am to 
midnight 

10am to 
10pm 

7am 6am to 
midnight 

7am to 
10pm 

7am 6am to 
midnight 

* Refer to (2) below 

(2) Notwithstanding Table 3.7, proposals for extended indoor hours of Category B premises in 
Local Centre Areas up to 2am may be approved but only if Council is satisfied that entry 
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and egress of all patrons will be onto a main street, or side street if it is located on the 
corner of a main street, and not via any rear access onto a laneway which abuts residential 
properties, or into a rear laneway which provides access into a predominantly residential 
area. 

(3) Notwithstanding Table 3.7, proposals for extended indoor hours of Category B premises in 
King Street north up to 24 hours may be approved but only if Council is satisfied that entry 
and egress of all patrons will be onto a main street, or side street if it is located on the 
corner of a main street, and not via any rear access onto a laneway which abuts residential 
properties, or a rear laneway which provides access into a predominantly residential area. 

Note: Relevant main streets are identified in blue on the late night trading areas map. 

(4) Any hours that are beyond base hours will be subject to a trial period. 

(5) Premises seeking extended trading hours may be permitted up to three additional operating 
hours per on the first trial period, and each subsequent trial period, if a previous trial period 
is considered by the Council to have been satisfactory. The total extended hours must not 
exceed the maximum number identified in Table 3.7, unless the premises is eligible for an 
additional one trial hour under sections 3.15.4 (16) and (17). 

(6) Trial periods may be permitted up to the following durations: 

a. First trial – 2 years; 

b. Second and subsequent trials – 5 years. 

(7) Extended trading hours beyond base hours may be permitted at the initial application stage, 
but only where the Council has determined that the premises have been or will be well 
managed, including compliance with an approved Plan of Management 

(8) At the completion of a trial period a new application must be lodged to either renew existing 
trial hours or to seek an extension of trading hours. 

(9) Once the full range of extended trading hours is reached an application must be lodged 
every 5 years to renew trading hours. 

(10) Applications for a renewal or extension of trial trading hours should be lodged 30 days 
prior to the expiry period and applicants will be allowed a period of ‘grace’ from the 
termination of the trial period until the new application has been determined. During this 
period, the premises may continue to trade during existing approved trial hours. 

(11) If an application is not lodged 30 days prior to the expiry of the trial period, then 
approved trading hours will revert to base trading hours. 

(12) A renewal or extension of trading hours that are subject to a trial period may only be 
permitted if Council is satisfied that a late night trading premises has demonstrated good 
management performance and compliance with a plan of management, following the 
completion of a satisfactory trial period. 

(13) When Council is assessing trial period applications, it will consider whether a venue has 
demonstrated good management performance, based on matters including but not limited 
to: 

a. Whether the trial period hours have been utilised; 

b. the nature and extent of any substantiated non-compliances with development 
consent or liquor license conditions, particularly those relating to public safety and 
impacts on amenity; 

c. responses to substantiated complaints , including complaints recorded on the 
venues complaints register; 

d. Compliance with the approved Plan of Management for the venue; 
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e. consideration of complaints to Council and the State licensing authority under the 
Liquor Act 2007; 

f. an assessment of inspections by Council Officers during trial periods; and 

g. consideration of any submission made by Police. 

(14) If the Council determines that a trial period has been unsatisfactory then trading hours 
will revert to the base late night trading hours or whatever hours have been approved as 
the maximum trading hours prior to the commencement of this DCP. Council will consult 
with an applicant prior to making such a determination. 

(15) Council may permit trading hours that exceed extended hours for ‘all other areas’ if it 
has considered matters in 3.15.3 and provided that: 

a. The premises is not located in a R1, R2 (residential) or MU1 (mixed use) zone; and 

b. The premises is located within 800 metres walking distance of the public entrance to 
railway station or ferry wharf with operating and available services, or 400 metres to 
the public entrance to a light rail station or platform, or a bus stop with operating and 
available services. 

(16) Council will consider proposals for stand-alone gyms in Local Centres to exceed the 
trading hours in Table 3.8 if: 

a. the gym is not located in a building with residential accommodation; 

b. the tenancy within which the gym will be located has no common wall to residential 
accommodation; 

c. Council is satisfied that entry and egress of all patrons will be onto a main street and 
not onto a laneway which abuts residential properties, or into a predominantly 
residential area; 

d. no outdoor operation of the gym is proposed; 

e. a Plan of Management is approved which addresses noise impacts described in 
Schedule 3, 3.2(d). 

Additional hour for dedicated performance venues  
Performance venue – additional hour on extended hours  
 

(17) Venues which are a Category B dedicated performance venue (identified in the 
Definitions at Category B (vii)) and located within a late night trading area, may be 
permitted one additional indoor hour at closing time on a trial period basis in accordance 
with 3.15.4 (9). 

Additional operating hours for venues including performance, creative or cultural uses  
Performance, creative or culture use – additional hour on extended hours 

(18) Category A and B premises, excluding dedicated performance venues, karaoke venues, 
or adult entertainment venues, which are located within a late night trading area and 
provide indoor space with the capacity for performance, creative and cultural uses may be 
permitted an additional indoor operating hour at closing time on the night the premises 
provides performance on a trial period basis in accordance with section 3.15.4 (9). 

This hour may be in addition to any other extended hours approved as part of a trial period 
application. To be eligible, venues must demonstrate the capacity to provide performance. 

NOTE: Venues seeking to demonstrate their capacity to provide performance as required 
by section 3.15.4 (17) may support their application by submitting information including the 
following: 
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• A description of the type of music, visual or performance art or other cultural events 
that may be staged at the premises 

• Submission of details of the space to be used and permanent or semi-permanent 
structure(s) and equipment to present live performance and creative and cultural 
uses. This may include any stage and audience standing or seating area and 

• Arrangements for booking and promoting performance, creative and cultural uses. 

(19) The performance, creative and cultural use must occur for a minimum of 45 minutes 
after 6pm. 

(20) Venues seeking to apply for an additional operating hour for providing a performance, 
creative or cultural use are required to update their Plans of Management to reflect the 
operation of the performance, creative and cultural use and management of the additional 
hour of trade. 

(21) Venues seeking to extend trial periods for an additional hour are to demonstrate that 
they have provided performance in accordance with the requirements of 3.15.4(16) and 
(17). 

Category C premises 
(22) Category C premises may be approved for trading hours up to the maximum described 

in Table 3.8 subject to an assessment of the relevant matters in 3.15.3. Trial periods may 
be imposed for premises that propose trading hours after midnight, are in sensitive 
locations or include uses that may be considered by the Council to be higher risk. 

3.15.5 Plans of management requirements 
Where the Council is of the opinion that proposals for late night premises have the potential to 
impact adversely on amenity and neighbourhood safety, applicants are required to prepare and 
submit with their application Plans of Management that include verifiable data and actions. 

3.15.5.1 Preparation 
Plans of Management are to include information about the operational and contextual aspects of a 
premises, for example locality description, security numbers, noise emission and trading hours, as 
well as details about what actions will be taken to ensure that premises will be responsibly 
managed, for example, crowd control procedures, noise minimisation and waste management. 

This will ensure that proponents of late night trading premises have considered and addressed any 
potential impacts that may arise from their operation during late night hours, as well enabling the 
Council to effectively assess any impacts of a proposal. It is the responsibility of the licensee to 
facilitate a well managed premises and display sensitivity about the impact of the premises on the 
liveability of neighbourhoods. 

(1) A Plan of Management, prepared in accordance with the guidelines in Schedule 3 Late 
night trading, is required to accompany an application for the following late night trading: 

a. Category A premises applications involving base or extended hours. 

b. Category B premises applications involving extended hours. 

c. Applications for outdoor dining, where requested 

 

d. new Category A Premises; 

e. existing Category A Premises that seek a renewal or extension of existing approved 
trading hours; 

f. new Category B premises; 

g. existing Category B premises that seek a renewal or extension of existing approved 
trading hours; 
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h. existing Category A Premises that seek extensions, additions or refurbishment 
which will lead to an intensification of that use; 

i. existing Category B Premises that seek extensions, additions or refurbishment 
which will result in the premises becoming a Category A premises; 

j. applications for outdoor trading on the same lot as a Category A or Category B 
Premises; 

k. Category A or B premises that seek an additional operating hour for the provision of 
performance, creative or cultural uses; and 

l. Category B dedicated performance venues that seek an additional operating hour at 
closing. 

(2) Plans of Management must be assessed and approved concurrently with the application for 
an extension of trading hours. 

(3) The operators of late night trading premises are required to review their Plan of 
Management following every trial period and make revisions necessary to maintain a level 
of amenity and safety in the vicinity of the premises which is at an acceptable community 
standard. 

(4) Council may request that an applicant amend their Plan of Management to provide further 
information in addition to the minimum requirements listed in Schedule 3 Late Night Trading 
in their Plan of Management where it is considered necessary. 

3.15.5.2 Monitoring and Review 
The Council will undertake its own review of the level of compliance with the Plan of Management 
and whether the current operation has been successful on any application to extend a trial period 
or on any review. The matters considered by Council will include, but not be limited to: 

(1) Plans of management should be updated when being lodged with trial period renewals, and will 
be assessed with reference to external information, including but not limited to:  

(i) consideration of complaints to Council and the State licensing authority under the 
Liquor Act 2007; 

(ii) consideration of complaints to the premises; 

(iii) an assessment of inspections by Council Officers during trial periods; and 

(iv) consideration of any submission made by Police. 
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