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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 

Clause 17(2) of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act) 

 

File:      CSM 2341609                        Officer: Hieu Van Luu       Date: 10 July 2020 
 
Premises:  591 George Street, Sydney 

 

 
Executive Summary 
 
Council received correspondence dated 6 July 2020 from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue 
NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The site is irregular in shape.  It has primary street frontage to George Street and secondary 
frontage to Eager Lane and Eager Street at the rear.  A 28 storey commercial office and residential 
building is contained within the site. 
 
An inspection of the subject premises undertaken by a Council officer in the presence of the  
Building Manager revealed that the isolation issues associated with the Fire Indicator Panel 
identified by FRNSW had been rectified.  
 
The building has a current Fire Safety Order on the premises issued by the City, requiring several 
minor fire safety upgrades to the building along with some maintenance issues. The owners have 
been working toward achieving compliance with the requirements of the order, and all works are 
due 3 December 2020. 
 
The City’s cladding compliance team has commenced a cladding investigation and have issued a 
fire safety notice (requiring a cladding audit) for this building. Preliminary results have established 
that the cladding appears to be a combustible (limited) material which has been the subject of an 
assessment by an independent industry expert who has concluded, among other things, that the 
cladding can remain. City officers are continuing with the investigation and are requiring more 
substantive evidence prior to making a determination as to whether the cladding can remain 
(conditionally or otherwise) or to remove and replace with a similar looking material. 

 

Chronology: 
 

Date Event 

6/07/2020 FRNSW correspondence received regarding premises 591 George Street, Sydney 
 

9/07/2020 An inspection of the subject premises was undertaken by a Council officer in the presence 
of the Building Manager of the building revealed that the isolation issues associated with the 
Fire Indicator Panel identified by FRNSW had been rectified.  
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FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 
 
References: [BFS20/1508 (11543), D20/51286; 2020/302439] 
 
Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises in response to receipt of 
correspondence on 16 May 2020, in relation to the adequacy of the provision for fire safety.  
 
 
Issues  
 
The report from FRNSW detailed the maintenance issues associated with the Fire Indicator Panel, 
particularly the Flow Switch isolation on level 6. 

 
 
FRNSW Recommendations  

 
FRNSW have made no direct recommendation within their report other than legislative notification 
and advised that it would be at Council’s discretion as the appropriate regulatory authority, to 
determine whether further investigation is required.  
 
 

 

COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Issue 
Order(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance letter 
of instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to undertake 
compliance action in 
response to issued 
Council correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance actions 

under the current 

Council Order 

 

Other  (to 
specify) 

 
Inspections undertaken by a Council investigation officer in the presence of the Building Manager 
of the building revealed that the fire safety issues identified by FRNSW had been rectified.  
 
Council investigation officer is to follow up for compliance with the requirements of the current Fire 

Safety Order. 

That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 

Referenced documents: 

No# Document type Trim reference 

A1. Council Officer Report  2020/302439 

 
Trim Reference: 2020/302439  CSM reference No#: 2341609 
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