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Notices of Motion

Removing Barriers to Enable More Electric Vehicles in the City of Sydney

By Councillor Miller

It is resolved that:

(A) Council note:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(Vi)

transport is Australia's third largest source of greenhouse gas emissions,
accounting for 17 per cent of total emissions, with the highest rate of growth;

cars are a major source of greenhouse gas pollution in Australian cities and are
responsible for roughly half of Australia's total transport emissions;

as a leading global city on climate change, some of the key outcomes of the City
of Sydney's Environmental Strategy and Action Plan 2016-201 are to:

(@) develop policies that promote the uptake of electric vehicles in the City;
(b) improve air quality across the local government area; and

(c) create demand for renewable energy and new technology through the
procurement and support for vehicles that do not burn fossil fuels;

already, the City of Sydney has embraced electric vehicles, with 19 Nissan Leaf
vehicles in its fleet, as well as 40 hybrid cars and 70 hybrid trucks. By using
electric and hybrid trucks and vehicles, the City reduced its fleet emissions by 26
per cent between 2010 and 2014. Earlier this year, the City also trialled its first
electric garbage truck, with the hope that soon its garbage truck fleet can also be
emissions free;

Transport for NSW has recently announced the State Government's intention to
transition its entire 8,000 bus fleet to a zero emissions electric fleet;

the City of Sydney is currently investigating planning changes to breathe new life
into Oxford Street and secure the area's cultural and creative future. The NSW
Government's electric bus fleet, with its reduced air and noise pollution, would
greatly contribute to the area's revitalisation making it a more desirable location
to visit;

electric vehicles are already gaining popularity as a mainstream mode of
transport and are projected to account for 55 per cent of all new car sales by
2040, however almost two thirds of motorists point to charging infrastructure as
the single greatest barrier to electric vehicle adoption;
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(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

investigate ways in which the City can overcome the barrier of accessibility to
electric vehicle charging infrastructure and enable a more rapid transition to
electric vehicles through:

(@) the identification of opportunities that integrate electric vehicle charging
infrastructure within the City's existing infrastructure e.g. council depots
and public car parks;

(b) changes to planning controls that incentivise and enable electric vehicle
charging infrastructure within all new developments; and

(c) identify and streamline planning approval processes to enable electric
vehicle charging infrastructure to be retrofitted into existing buildings;

work with car share companies and other major fleet owners to investigate ways
in which to transition large scale vehicle fleets to electric vehicles as well as
identify incentives for city businesses and residents to forgo car ownership in
favour of electric vehicle usage; and

identify what NSW Government opportunities are available to local councils to
support electric vehicle public charging infrastructure; and

(C) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the NSW Minister for Transport and Roads,
Andrew Constance:

(i)

(ii)

S129262

asking him to prioritise initial deployment of their electric bus fleet to high density
areas within the City of Sydney, where their advantages (a reduction in noise
and air pollution) would benefit the greatest numbers of people; and

highlighting the following high-density areas as priority for electric bus roll out;

(@) Oxford Street - including Routes 333 (Sydney's busiest bus route), 305,
308, 309, X09, 310, X10, 311, 324, 325, 333, X40, 338, 339, X39, 343,
372, 373, 374, X74, 376, 377, 380, 389, 391, 392, X92, 393, 394, L94,
X94, 395, 396, X96, 397, X97, 399, X99 and 440; and

(b) Green Square - Routes 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 307, 308, 309, 309X, 310,
310X, 343, 355, 370, X93.
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