Attachment B

Inspection Report
539-541 Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills
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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report
Clause 17(2) of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
1979 (the Act)

File: 2021/140388 Officer: T. Wickerson Date: 30 March 2021

Premises: 539-541 Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills

Executive Summary:

Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in
relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety.

The premises comprising of a nine (9) storey masonry building, constructed around 1970. The
building is owned by the Government of the People's Republic of China. This building is located
along Elizabeth Street, Belvoir Street and Little Buckingham Street in Surry Hills.

The City is obligated by the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Regulations to
report fire safety matters to the next possible meeting of Council when notified by Fire and Rescue
NSW under Section 9.32 of the Act.

Consequently, in this instance it will be recommended that the FRNSW report be tabled only and
that Council be provided with an update by way of CEO Update when further information is available.

Chronology:
Date Event
09/2/2021 FRNSW correspondence dated 9 February 2021 received, which raised fire hydrant
systems issues, pertaining to maintenance, design, obstruction, lack of signage
10/2/2021 A review of City records was undertaken by a Council officer revealed:

¢ building constructed in 1970s for a hotel use

e subsequent Consular building use for office/accommodation use noted

e development consent in 2009 was issued for refurbishment of the building

e no current development applications, compliance action or essential service files.
Subsequently City staff have been in correspondence with the representatives of the
building’s owner and relevant government departments.




References: [BFS20/4097, D21/8376]

Issues

FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT:

The report from FRNSW included advice that at the time of inspection, the;

1. Automatic Fire sprinkler and Fire hydrant sprinkler systems — Two booster assemblies
installed behind fence, may impact connecting to said systems. Signage not as per most
recent building code and relevant Australian standard(s) and Feed hydrant did not contain

the preferred Storz couplings.

Rear Booster - assembly area not adequately supported, return & isolation valve

installation/maintenance issues;

Forward Booster — sprinkler valve, feed hydrant, inlet connection installation issues,
pressure gauges maintenance defects and signage not as per most recent building code
and relevant Australian standard(s).

FRNSW Recommendations

FRNSW recommend the City inspect and address any other deficiencies identified on ‘the
premises’ and require items identified be addressed appropriately.

COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:

{ssue {ssue {ssuea Cited Centinue-to Continue-with Council investigation
Order(NOH | emergency compliance Matters undertake compliance-actions | Officer inspect the
Order letter-of rectified compliance under-the-current building and prepare
instruction action-in c i Ord a further report for
respense-to the next meeting of
issued-Ceuneil Council
correspondence

It is recommended that the FRNSW report be tabled with a recommendation stood

provided to Council by way of CEO update.

over to be

It is recommended that Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order under Schedule 5
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 at this time.

That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’'s ongoing actions and outcomes.

Referenced documents:
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Fire and Rescue NSW report
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Unclassified

GOVERNMENT

File Ref. No: BFS20/4097 (14095)
TRIM Ref. No: D21/8376
Contact:

9 February 2021
General Manager
City of Sydney

GPO Box 1591
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Email: council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Attention: Manager Compliance/Fire Safety
Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: INSPECTION REPORT
5639 ELIZABETH STREET SURRY HILLS (“the premises™)

Fire & Rescue NSW (FRNSW) received correspondence in relation to the adequacy of the
provision for fire safety in connection with ‘the premises’.

The correspondence stated that:

o A fence has been erected in front of the hydrant system on the street frontage, with
no clear way to access hydrants.

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 9.32 (1) of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act), an inspection of ‘the premises’ on 1 February 2021 was
conducted by Authorised Fire Officers from the Fire Safety Compliance Unit of FRNSW.

The inspection was limited to the following:

¢ Avisual inspection of the essential Fire Safety Measures as identified in this report
only.

o A conceptual overview of the building, where an inspection had been conducted
without copies of the development consent or copies of the approved floor plans.

On behalf of the Commissioner of FRNSW, the following comments are provided for your
information in accordance with Section 9.32 (4) and Schedule 5, Part 8, Section 17(1) of
the EP&A Act. Please be advised that Schedule 5, Part 8, Section 17(2) requires any
report or recommendation from the Commissioner of FRNSW to be tabled at a Council
meeting.

COMMENTS

Fire and Rescue NSW ABN 12 593 473 110 www.fire.nsw.gov.au
Community Safety Directorate 1 Amarina Ave T (02) 9742 7434
Fire Safety Compliance Unit Greenacre NSW 2190 F (02) 9742 7483
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FRNSW were advised by an unidentified representative, that the building was part of the
Chinese Consulate. FRNSW were unable to determine the validity of the occupancy and
were not provided access to the premises.

The following items were identified from the Elizabeth Street boundary as concerns:

1. Essential Firer Safety Measures

1A.  Automatic Fire Sprinkler and Fire Hydrant Systems.

A

Two fire brigade booster assemblies are installed behind a fixed fence
at the boundary of the premises, preventing the fire brigade from
connecting firefighting hose.

Signage is not installed on either booster assemblies, identifying their
function contrary to the requirements of Clause 4.14.1 (a) of Australian
Standard (AS) 2118.1- 2017 and Clause 7.10.2 of AS 2419.1-2005.

The following non-compliances were evident on the booster
assemblies,

i Storz couplings are not installed on the feed hydrants of both
booster assemblies.

Rear Booster

ii.  The non-return valve is installed up-side-down, which may
prevent the swing check valve from closing when a higher
pressure is applied downstream of the non-return valve.

ii. The upper isolation valve on the double check valve is turned to
the closed position preventing water supply to the booster
assembly. In addition, the lower isolation valve is partially
closed as the double check valve is installed too close to the
surface below restricting full rotation of the valve to the open
position.

iv. ~FRNSW is of the opinion that the booster assembly is not
adequately supported to prevent movement under fire
conditions.

V. FRNSW is of the opinion that firefighting hose may be damaged
when connected to the booster assembly because of the
proximity of the pipework and valves of the forward booster
assembly.

Forward Booster
vi. The boost inlet connections of the booster assembly face the

opposite direction to the feed hydrant and do not face the
roadway.

www.fire.nsw.gov.au
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vii. The pressure gauge on the booster assembly is broken and is
without a body to protect the face from weather and the pointer
from damage.

viii. The pressure gauge is directed away from the firefighter
required to read the gauge during firefighting operations.
FRNSW were unable to determine if a face and needle are
present on the gauge.

D. The sprinkler alarm valve is not installed in an enclosure contrary to
the requirements of Specification E1.5 - 6 of the National Construction
Code 2019 Volume One, Building Code of Australia (NCC).

E. FRNSW s of the opinion that the fire brigade booster assemblies are
not being maintained in accordance with Clause 182 of the EP&A Reg.

FRNSW is therefore of the opinion that there are inadequate provisions for fire safety within
the building.

RECOMMENDATIONS
FRNSW recommends that Council:

a. Inspect and address any other deficiencies identified on ‘the premises’ and require
item no. 1 of this report be addressed appropriately.

This matter is referred to Council as the appropriate regulatory authority. FRNSW

therefore awaits Council’s advice regarding its determination in accordance with Schedule
5, Part 8, Section 17 (4) of the EP&A Act.

Should you have any enquiries regarding any of the above matters, please do not hesitate
to contact# of FRNSW's Fire Safety Compliance Unit on*
- Please ensure that you refer to file reference BFS20/4097 (14095) for any future

correspondence in relation to this matter.
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