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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 

Clause 17(2) of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act) 

 

File: 2021/140388              Officer: T. Wickerson       Date: 30 March 2021 
 
Premises: 539-541 Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills 

 

Executive Summary:  
 
Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in 
relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The premises comprising of a nine (9) storey masonry building, constructed around 1970. The 
building is owned by the Government of the People's Republic of China. This building is located 
along Elizabeth Street, Belvoir Street and Little Buckingham Street in Surry Hills. 

 
The City is obligated by the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Regulations to 
report fire safety matters to the next possible meeting of Council when notified by Fire and Rescue 
NSW under Section 9.32 of the Act. 
 
Consequently, in this instance it will be recommended that the FRNSW report be tabled only and 
that Council be provided with an update by way of CEO Update when further information is available. 
 

 

Chronology: 

Date Event 

09/2/2021 FRNSW correspondence dated 9 February 2021 received, which raised fire hydrant 
systems issues, pertaining to maintenance, design, obstruction, lack of signage 

10/2/2021 A review of City records was undertaken by a Council officer revealed:  

 building constructed in 1970s for a hotel use  

 subsequent Consular building use for office/accommodation use noted 

 development consent in 2009 was issued for refurbishment of the building  

 no current development applications, compliance action or essential service files. 
Subsequently City staff have been in correspondence with the representatives of the 
building’s owner and relevant government departments. 

 
  



 

FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 
 
References: [BFS20/4097, D21/8376] 
 
Issues  
 
The report from FRNSW included advice that at the time of inspection, the; 
 

1. Automatic Fire sprinkler and Fire hydrant sprinkler systems – Two booster assemblies 
installed behind fence, may impact connecting to said systems. Signage not as per most 
recent building code and relevant Australian standard(s) and Feed hydrant did not contain 
the preferred Storz couplings.  

2. Rear Booster - assembly area not adequately supported, return & isolation valve 
installation/maintenance issues; 

3. Forward Booster – sprinkler valve, feed hydrant, inlet connection installation issues, 
pressure gauges maintenance defects and signage not as per most recent building code 
and relevant Australian standard(s). 
 

FRNSW Recommendations  
 

FRNSW recommend the City inspect and address any other deficiencies identified on ‘the 
premises’ and require items identified be addressed appropriately.  
 

  
COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:  

Issue 
Order(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance 
letter of 
instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to 
undertake 
compliance 
action in 
response to 
issued Council 
correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance actions 

under the current 

Council Order 

 

Council investigation 
officer inspect the 
building and prepare 
a further report for 
the next meeting of 
Council 

 
It is recommended that the FRNSW report be tabled with a recommendation stood over to be 
provided to Council by way of CEO update.  
 
It is recommended that Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order under Schedule 5 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 at this time. 
 
That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s ongoing actions and outcomes. 
 
Referenced documents: 

No# Document type Trim reference 

A1. Fire and Rescue NSW report 2021/140399-01 

 
Trim Reference: 2021/140388     CSM reference No#: 2478230 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


