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Executive Summary
Council received correspondence dated 8 April 2021 from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue
NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety.
The site is an irregular shaped allotment, located on the north eastern corner of Pitt Street and
Liverpool Street. It has rear access to Dungate Lane. A 20-storey commercial building is contained
within the site, with ground floor retail and offices above.
FRNSW raised issues relating to the buildings existing fire hydrant system, which was originally
installed to meet the applicable standard at the time of installation. FRNSW have advised that they
no longer use portable relay pumps for internal booster relay connections for the hydrant system.
The subject buildings fire hydrant system currently relies upon the use of portable relay pumps.
An inspection of the premises undertaken by a Council investigation officer in the presence of the
building manager revealed that while there were no significant fire safety issues occurring within
the building, the buildings fire hydrant system relies on the use of portable relay booster pumps by
FRNSW. FRNSW have advised that the use of portable relay booster pumps no longer suit the
operational needs of FRNSW.
Therefore, the premises are deficient in fire safety and egress provisions when considering the
comments provided from FRNSW, that the fire hydrant system is inadequate as it relies on the use
of portable relay booster pumps.
Accordingly, Council investigations have revealed that the premises are deficient in the provisions
for fire safety and that an Order 2, under Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act, 1979 is required to be issued so as to ensure and promote adequate facilities for
fire safety/fire safety awareness.
Observation of the external features of the building identified potential combustible composite
cladding on the awning of the building. The City’s cladding compliance team has been advised to
investigate and will establish the risk of fire spread via the facade of the building and identify and
deal with any external hazardous materials.
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An inspection of the subject premises was undertaken by a Council officer in the presence
of the Building Manager of the building revealed the fire hydrant relies on the use of portable
relay booster pumps contrary to FRNSW correspondence.

FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT:
References: [BFS21/509(14591), D21/24063; 2021/173300]
Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 8 March 2021 in
response to receipt of correspondence in relation to the adequacy of the provision for fire safety.
Issues
The report details the issue of Fire Hydrant Installation in that previous adopted Australian
Standards for fire hydrants permitted the use of an internal booster connection for portable relay
pumps to provide pressurised water for firefighting operations. FRNSW advise that the use of
portable relay pumps no longer suit the operational needs of FRNSW;
FRNSW Recommendations
FRNSW have made a number of recommendations within their report. In general, FRNSW have
requested that Council:
1. Inspect the subject premises, address any other deficiencies identifies on the premises and
take action to have the fire safety issues identified by FRNSW appropriately addressed;
2. Upgrade the fire hydrant system to operate without the need for a portable relay pump to
meet the requirements of the current AS2419.1;
3. Advise them in writing of its determination in relation to this matter in accordance with the
provisions of clause 17(4) of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act 1979.
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As a result of council’s site inspection it is recommended that Council exercise its powers to give a
notice of intention (NOI) for an Order 2, under Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act, 1979 to address the fire safety deficiencies identified by FRNSW and
Council’s building officer.
The issue of a fire safety order will ensure that suitable fire safety systems are in position
throughout the building to provide improved and adequate provisions for fire safety
That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and outcomes.
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