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Source: C
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8.2 G
lossary of Term

s

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

ABO
RIG

IN
AL PEO

PLE
Traditional ow

ners of the 
land. 

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.

ABO
RIG

IN
AL 

SIG
N

IFIC
AN

C
E

An item
 is of Aboriginal 

heritage significance if it 
dem

onstrates Aboriginal 
history and culture.

AD
APTATIO

N
Defined in the Burra 
C

harter as changing a 
heritage place to facilitate 
com

patible new
 uses. This 

could involve alterations 
and additions to suit 
an existing use or m

eet 
current expectations of 
com

fort and function, or 
the upgrading of a building 
or site to respond to new

 
needs and procedures 
associated w

ith an 
existing function.

AD
APTIVE REU

SE
Projects that give new

 
life to a heritage place 
through sym

pathetic 
alterations and additions 
that enable the site to 
accom

m
odate com

patible 
new

 uses and functions, 
w

hile m
aintaining the 

heritage significance, and 
com

m
unicating this to a 

new
 generation of users.

AESTH
ETH

IC
 

SIG
N

IFIC
AN

C
E

An item
 having this value 

is significant because it 
dem

onstrates aesthetic 
characteristics and/or a 
high degree of creative or 
technical achievem

ent.

AH
C

Australian H
eritage 

C
ouncil.

AH
IM

S
Aboriginal H

eritage 
Inform

ation M
anagem

ent 
System

.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

AM
EN

ITY
Q

ualities of usefulness, 
com

fort and pleasure in 
item

s and areas of the 
environm

ent. H
eritage 

argum
ents are often used 

incorrectly to defend item
s 

or areas w
hen am

enity 
considerations are m

ore 
relevant and appropriate.

ARC
H

AEO
LO

G
IC

AL 
ASSESSM

EN
T

A study undertaken 
to establish the 
archaeological significance 
(research potential) of 
a particular site and to 
propose appropriate 
m

anagem
ent actions.

ARC
H

AEO
LO

G
IC

AL 
SIG

N
IFIC

AN
C

E	
A category of significance 
referring to scientific value 
or ‘research potential’ 
that is, the ability to yield 
inform

ation through 
investigation.

ARC
H

AEO
LO

G
IC

AL 
SITES

Places that contain 
evidence of past 
hum

an activity. Below
-

ground archaeological 
sites include building 
foundations, occupation 
deposits, features and 
artefacts. Above-ground 
archaeological sites 
include buildings, w

orks, 
industrial structures and 
relics that are intact or 
ruined.

ARC
H

AEO
LO

G
Y

The study of m
aterial 

evidence to discover 
hum

an past.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

ARTEFAC
TS

O
bjects produced 

by hum
an activity. In 

historical archaeology the 
term

 usually refers to sm
all 

objects contained w
ithin 

occupation deposits.

The term
 m

ay encom
pass 

food or plant rem
ains 

(for exam
ple, pollen) and 

ecological features.

ASSO
C

IATIO
N

S
The special connections 
that exist betw

een people 
and a place.

AU
STRALIA IC

O
M

O
S

The national com
m

ittee of 
the International C

ouncil 
on M

onum
ents and Sites.

AU
STRALIAN

 
H

ERITAG
E C

O
U

N
C

IL 
(AH

C
)

An independent statutory 
authority w

hich is 
responsible to the 
C

om
m

onw
ealth M

inister 
for the Environm

ent and 
H

eritage.

It adm
inisters the 

Environm
ental Protection 

and Biodiversity 
C

onservation Act, and 
m

aintains the N
ational 

H
eritage List, the 

C
om

m
onw

ealth H
eritage 

List, and the Register of 
the N

ational Estate.

AU
TH

EN
TIC

ITY
The degree to w

hich a 
place or item

 retains the 
integrity of its significant 
attributes. Authenticity 
m

ay relate to fabric but 
can also relate to less 
tangible attributes such 
as presentation, use, 
association or m

eaning.

BU
RRA C

H
ARTER 

(AN
D

 ITS 
G

U
ID

ELIN
ES)

C
harter adopted by 

Australia IC
O

M
O

S w
hich 

establishes the nationally 
accepted principles for the 
conservation of places of 
cultural significance.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

C
H

ARAC
TER

The com
bination of the 

particular attributes, 
characteristics, and 
qualities of a place.

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
The w

ord com
m

unity 
is used in its com

m
on 

m
eaning, ie a body 

of people living in the 
sam

e locality; a body of 
people having the sam

e 
religion, profession, etc 
in com

m
on; organised 

political m
unicipal or 

social body.

The com
m

unity includes 
(but is not lim

ited to) 
residents, w

orkers, tenants 
and visitors.

C
O

M
PATIBLE U

SE
A use w

hich respects the 
cultural significance of a 
place. Such a use involves 
no, or m

inim
al, im

pact on 
cultural significance.

C
O

N
JEC

TU
RAL 

REC
O

N
STRU

C
TIO

N
Alteration of a heritage 
item

 to sim
ulate a possible 

earlier state, w
hich is not 

based on docum
entary 

or physical evidence. 
This treatm

ent is outside 
the scope of the Burra 
C

harter’s conservation 
principles and is not 
appropriate conservation 
practice.

C
O

N
TEXT

The physical, social, 
cultural, econom

ic, 
environm

ental, and 
geographic circum

stances 
that form

 the setting for 
a place or building. This 
includes view

s to and from
 

the site.

C
O

N
TRIBU

TO
RY 

ITEM
A building or other feature 
– such as a tree, garden, 
fence, kerbing, etc. that 
contributes to the overall 
heritage significance of 
a heritage conservation 
area.

N
ote: Refer also to 1.3 M

ethodology and Term
inology

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

C
O

N
SEN

T 
AU

TH
O

RITY
U

nder the Environm
ental 

Planning and Assessm
ent 

Act 1979, the local 
council, public authority 
(w

hich includes the 
Secretary of the 
Departm

ent of Planning) or 
M

inister w
ith the function 

to approve or refuse a 
developm

ent application. 
The M

inister m
ay delegate 

this function.

C
O

N
SERVATIO

N
All the processes of 
looking after a place so 
as to retain its cultural 
significance.

C
O

N
SERVATIO

N
 

M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T PLAN

A docum
ent explaining 

the significance of a 
heritage item

, including 
a heritage conservation 
area, and proposing 
policies to retain that 
significance. A C

M
P can 

include guidelines for 
additional developm

ent or 
m

aintenance of the place.

C
O

N
SERVATIO

N
 

M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

STRATEG
Y (C

M
S)

A C
onservation 

M
anagem

ent Strategy 
(C

M
S) is a practical 

tool for the continued 
m

aintenance of a place of 
heritage significance. The 
m

ain objective of a C
M

S 
is to equip the ow

ner w
ith 

the inform
ation that w

ill 
assist in the conservation 
of the place. Typically a 
C

M
S is less detailed than 

a C
M

P.

C
O

N
SERVATIO

N
 

PO
LIC

Y
A proposal to conserve a 
heritage item

 arising out 
of the opportunities and 
constraints presented by 
the statem

ent of heritage 
significance and other 
considerations.
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TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

C
O

N
TAC

T SITES
Sites w

hich are associated 
w

ith the interaction 
betw

een Aboriginal and 
N

on-Aboriginal people.

C
O

N
TEM

PO
RARY 

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY 
ESTEEM

The valuing of a heritage 
item

 by a recognised local, 
regional or state-w

ide 
com

m
unity because it 

form
s a strong part of their 

cultural identity.

C
RITERIA

See heritage assessm
ent 

criteria.

C
U

LTU
RAL 

LAN
D

SC
APE

Those areas of the 
landscape w

hich have 
been significantly m

odified 
by hum

an activity.

C
U

LTU
RAL 

SIG
N

IFIC
AN

C
E

A term
 frequently used to 

encom
pass all aspects of 

significance, particularly 
in guidelines docum

ents 
such as the Burra C

harter. 
Also, one of the categories 
of significance listed in the 
H

eritage Act, 1977. See 
also heritage significance.

C
U

RTILAG
E

The area of land 
surrounding an item

 
or area of heritage 
significance that is 
essential for retaining 
and interpreting its 
heritage significance. 
Land title boundaries and 
heritage curtilages do not 
necessarily coincide.

D
C

P
Developm

ent C
ontrol Plan.

D
EM

O
LITIO

N
The dam

aging, defacing, 
destroying or dism

antling 
of a heritage item

 or a 
com

ponent of a heritage 
conservation area, in 
w

hole or in part.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

D
ESIG

N
 

EXC
ELLEN

C
E

A com
petitive design 

process used in N
SW

 
and brought into effect 
by statutory planning 
regulations such as local 
environm

ental plans. It is 
also used as an um

brella 
term

 in planning legislation 
to describe good design 
that is sym

pathetic to its 
context.

D
EVELO

PM
EN

T 
APPLIC

ATIO
N

 (D
A)

An application under the 
Environm

ental Planning 
and Assessm

ent Act 1979 
for consent or perm

ission 
to carry out developm

ent.

D
EVELO

PM
EN

T 
APPRO

VAL
Approval by the consent 
authority to carry out 
w

ork on an item
 or place, 

usually subject to certain 
conditions, w

hich m
ay 

include the need for a 
C

onstruction C
ertificate to 

be obtained.

D
EVELO

PM
EN

T 
C

O
N

TRO
L PLAN

 
(D

C
P)

A plan prepared by a local 
council to provide m

ore 
detailed developm

ent 
controls and guidelines 
to accom

pany a local 
environm

ental plan. 
O

ften used for heritage 
conservation areas.

EN
VIRO

N
M

EN
TAL 

PLAN
N

IN
G

 AN
D

 
ASSESSM

EN
T AC

T 
1979 (EP&A AC

T)

The statutory fram
ew

ork 
w

ithin w
hich State 

G
overnm

ent and local 
governm

ent guide and 
control land use and 
developm

ent.

EN
VIRO

N
M

EN
TAL 

PLAN
N

IN
G

 
IN

STRU
M

EN
T

M
ade under the EP&A 

Act, it refers to a State 
environm

ental planning 
policy, a regional 
environm

ental plan, 
a local environm

ental 
plan or ‘deem

ed’ (EPI) 
environm

ental planning 
instrum

ent (w
hich 

generally com
prise land 

use plans that w
ere m

ade 
prior to the current Act).

EVALU
ATIO

N
 

C
RITERIA

See heritage assessm
ent 

criteria.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

EXC
AVATIO

N
 PERM

IT
A perm

it issued by the 
H

eritage C
ouncil of N

SW
 

under Section 60 or 
Section140 of the H

eritage 
Act, 1977 to disturb or 
excavate a relic.

FABRIC
All the physical m

aterial 
of the place including 
com

ponents, fixtures, 
contents and objects. See 
also heritage fabric.

FAC
AD

E			


	
The elevation of a building 
facing the street. In 
the past the practice 
of retaining only the 
facade of buildings w

as 
regarded as a gesture in 
recognition of its heritage 
value. This practice is no 
longer considered to be 
appropriate conservation.

FO
RM

The overall shape 
and volum

e and the 
arrangem

ent of the parts 
of a building.

G
RAIN

The urban pattern resulting 
from

 the arrangem
ent 

and size of the buildings 
on their lots and the 
subdivision pattern. Fine 
grain is the fine texture 
resulting from

 sm
all and 

frequent subdivisions.

H
ERITAG

E AC
T 1977 

(N
SW

)
The statutory fram

ew
ork 

for identifying, protecting, 
and m

anaging heritage 
item

s in N
SW

.

H
ERITAG

E 
ASSESSM

EN
T 

C
RITERIA

C
riteria under w

hich 
values for heritage 
significance are described 
and tested.

H
ERITAG

E 
C

O
N

SERVATIO
N

 
AREA

An area w
hich has heritage 

significance (usually 
based on historic and 
aesthetic values) w

hich it 
is desirable to conserve. A 
heritage conservation area 
is m

ore than a collection 
of individual heritage item

s 
– it is an area in w

hich 
historical origins and 
relationships betw

een the 
various elem

ents create 
a sense of place that is 
w

orth keeping. 

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

H
ERITAG

E C
O

U
N

C
IL

The N
ew

 South W
ales 

G
overnm

ent’s heritage 
advisory body established 
under the H

eritage Act. 
It provides advice to the 
M

inister for Planning and 
others on heritage issues.

H
ERITAG

E FABRIC
		

	
All the physical m

aterial 
of an item

, including 
surroundings and contents 
w

hich contribute to its 
heritage significance

IC
O

M
O

S			


	
International C

ouncil on 
M

onum
ents and Sites. An 

international organisation 
linked to U

N
ESC

O
 that 

brings together people 
concerned w

ith the 
conservation and study 
of places of cultural 
significance.

IN
TEG

RITY
A heritage item

 is 
said to have integrity 
if its assessm

ent and 
statem

ent of significance 
is supported by sound 
research and analysis, and 
its fabric and curtilage are 
still largely intact.

H
ERITAG

E ITEM
A landscape, place, 
building, structure, relic 
or other w

ork of heritage 
significance.

H
ERITAG

E 
IN

VEN
TO

RY
A list of heritage item

s, 
usually in a local 
environm

ental plan or 
regional environm

ental 
plan.

H
ERITAG

E N
SW

 
(H

ERITAG
E O

FFIC
E)

		


	

The State G
overnm

ent 
agency responsible for 
providing policy advice to 
the M

inister, adm
inistrative 

services to the H
eritage 

C
ouncil and specialist 

advice to the com
m

unity 
on heritage m

atters. Also 
know

n as H
eritage N

SW
, 

Departm
ent of Prem

ier 
and C

abinet.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

H
ERITAG

E 
SIG

N
IFIC

AN
C

E
O

f historic, scientific, 
cultural, social, 
archaeological, 
architectural, natural 
or aesthetic value for 
past, present or future 
generations.

H
ERITAG

E VALU
E

O
ften used 

interchangeably w
ith 

the term
 ‘heritage 

significance’.

H
ISTO

RIC
AL 

ARC
H

AEO
LO

G
Y

The study of the 
hum

an past using both 
m

aterial evidence and 
docum

entary sources. 
In Australia, historical 
archaeology excludes 
Aboriginal archaeology 
prior to non-indigenous 
occupation, but m

ay 
include contact sites.

H
ISTO

RIC
AL 

SIG
N

IFIC
AN

C
E

An item
 having this value 

is significant because 
of the im

portance of its 
relationship to the evolving 
pattern of our cultural 
history.

IN
FILL 

D
EVELO

PM
EN

T
A new

 building in an 
established heritage 
context. It m

ay be 
adjacent to a heritage 
building, w

ithin a 
conservation area, or 
in a heritage site or 
precinct. G

ood infill 
projects are sym

pathetic 
to the surrounding 
features, attributes, 
and historic context, 
in term

s of their scale, 
form

, siting, character, 
m

aterials, and details. 
They should enhance and 
com

plem
ent the existing 

urban, suburban, or rural 
character.
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References

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

IN
TERPRETATIO

N
Interpretation for historic 
places is the art of 
explaining the significance 
of the place to the 
people w

ho visit, w
ith the 

objectives of prom
oting 

an understanding of its 
values and an appreciation 
of the need to conserve it. 
Interpretation also involves 
conveying m

essages, 
including presentation 
of particular points of 
view

 about places and 
history. The process is 
com

m
only facilitated by 

guides, displays, on-site 
signage, brochures and 
electronic m

edia. The 
physical treatm

ent of 
fabric and other aspects 
of presentation of heritage 
item

s them
selves can 

contribute to this process.

M
AIN

TEN
AN

C
E		


	

The continuous protective 
care of the fabric and 
setting of a place, and 
is to be distinguished 
from

 repair. Repair 
involves restoration or 
reconstruction.

M
ASSIN

G
The size and volum

e of a 
building or structure.

M
EAN

IN
G

S		


	
W

hat a place signifies, 
indicates, evokes or 
expresses.

M
O

VABLE H
ERITAG

E
H

eritage item
s not 

fixed to a site or place 
(for exam

ple, furniture, 
locom

otive and archives).

N
ATIO

N
AL PARKS 

AN
D

 W
ILD

LIFE AC
T 

1974 (N
PW

 AC
T)

Statutory fram
ew

ork for 
the care, control and 
m

anagem
ent of natural 

areas and Aboriginal relics 
in N

ew
 South W

ales.

N
ATIO

N
AL PARKS 

AN
D

 W
ILD

LIFE 
SERVIC

E (N
PW

S)

N
SW

 State G
overnm

ent 
agency w

hich adm
inisters 

the N
PW

 Act. It acquires 
and m

anages national 
parks in N

ew
 South W

ales. 

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

N
ATIO

N
AL TRU

ST O
F 

AU
STRALIA (N

SW
)

A com
m

unity organisation 
w

hich m
aintains a 

register of heritage item
s 

and provides advice on 
heritage issues.

N
SW

 H
ERITAG

E 
M

AN
U

AL
C

om
prises a series of 

publications explaining the 
three steps of the N

SW
 

H
eritage M

anagem
ent 

System
 and how

 they can 
be applied.

O
C

C
U

PATIO
N

 
D

EPO
SITS

Accum
ulations of cultural 

m
aterial that result from

 
hum

an activity. They 
are usually associated 
w

ith dom
estic sites, for 

exam
ple, under-floor or 

yard deposits.

PLAC
E			




	
Site, area, land, 
landscape, building 
or other w

ork, group 
of buildings or other 
w

orks, and m
ay include 

com
ponents, contents, 

spaces and view
s.

PRESERVATIO
N

M
aintaining the fabric 

of a place in its existing 
state and retarding 
deterioration.

REC
O

N
STRU

C
TIO

N
Returning a place to 
a know

n earlier state 
and is distinguished 
from

 restoration by the 
introduction of new

 
m

aterial into the fabric.

REG
ISTER O

F TH
E 

N
ATIO

N
AL ESTATE

The register kept by 
the Australian H

eritage 
C

om
m

ission listing 
those places of natural, 
Aboriginal or historical 
significance w

hich are part 
of Australia’s heritage.

RELATED
 O

BJEC
T

An object that contributes 
to the cultural significance 
of a place but is not at the 
place.

RELATED
 PLAC

E
A place that contributes to 
the cultural significance of 
another place.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

RELIC
		


	

The H
eritage Act, 1977 

defines relic as:

... any deposit, object or 
m

aterial evidence relating to 
non -Aboriginal settlem

ent 
w

hich is m
ore than fifty 

years old.

The National Parks and 
W

ildlife Act 1974 defines a 
relic as:

...any deposit, object or 
m

aterial evidence (not being 
a handicraft m

ade for sale) 
relating to indigenous and 
non-European habitation 
of the area that com

prises 
New

 South W
ales, being 

habitation both prior to 
and concurrent w

ith the 
occupation of that area 
by persons of European 
extraction, and includes 
Aboriginal rem

ains.

RESTO
RATIO

N
Returning the existing 
fabric of a place to a 
know

n earlier state by 
rem

oving accretions or 
by reassem

bling existing 
com

ponents w
ithout 

the introduction of new
 

m
aterial.

REVERSIBILITY
The ability of an 
adaptation to be rem

oved 
in the future w

ithout 
dam

age to heritage 
significance and, in 
particular, w

ithout dam
age 

to significant fabric.

SC
ALE

The size of a building 
and its elem

ents and 
its relationship w

ith the 
surrounding buildings or 
landscape.

SEC
TIO

N
 170 

REG
ISTER

The H
eritage Act requires 

each N
ew

 South W
ales 

governm
ent agency to 

prepare and m
aintain a 

register of heritage item
s 

in their ow
nership or under 

their control.

SEPP
State Environm

ental 
Planning Policy.

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

SETBAC
K

The horizontal distance 
from

 a building to a 
prescribed boundary 
(such as a site boundary) 
or other relevant m

arker 
(such as the alignm

ent of 
houses in a street).

SETTIN
G

The area around a place, 
w

hich m
ay include a 

w
ide visual catchm

ent 
or backdrop, w

hich 
influences the w

ay in 
w

hich it is view
ed or 

perceived.

STATE H
ERITAG

E 
REG

ISTER (SH
R)

The State H
eritage 

Register (SH
R) is a list 

of places and objects 
of particular im

portance 
to the people of N

SW
. 

The SH
R is adm

inistered 
by H

eritage N
SW

, 
Departm

ent of Prem
ier 

and C
abinet.

STATE 
EN

VIRO
N

M
EN

TAL 
PLAN

N
IN

G
 PO

LIC
Y 

(SEPP)

A statutory docum
ent that 

addresses m
atters of State 

significance, or w
hich 

deals w
ith issues w

here 
the state-w

ide application 
of policy is necessary.

SEPPs are prepared 
by the Secretary of the 
Departm

ent of Planning 
and are m

ade by the 
M

inister for Planning, 
usually follow

ing 
consultation w

ith 
local governm

ent, the 
com

m
unity and public 

authorities.

STATEM
EN

T O
F 

H
ERITAG

E IM
PAC

T
Analyses the im

pact of 
proposed w

orks on the 
significance of a heritage 
item

. It norm
ally form

s 
part of a Statem

ent of 
Environm

ental Effects 
accom

panying a 
developm

ent application 
(also know

n as H
eritage 

Im
pact Statem

ent or 
SO

H
I).

TERM
D

EFIN
ITIO

N

STATEM
EN

T 
O

F H
ERITAG

E 
SIG

N
IFIC

AN
C

E

A statem
ent, usually 

in prose form
, w

hich 
sum

m
arises w

hy a 
heritage item

 or area is of 
im

portance to present and 
future generations.

STATU
TO

RY
Those m

atters w
hich 

occur as a result of an Act 
of Parliam

ent (for exam
ple, 

statutory instrum
ents such 

as environm
ental planning 

instrum
ents) and thus 

have legal force.

STU
D

Y AREA
The area defined in Figure 
3.

U
N

IVERSAL D
ESIG

N
Design w

here all users 
are acknow

ledged and 
designed for.

This includes ensuring 
that places accom

m
odate 

cultural difference and 
social sensitivities, along 
w

ith physical disability. 
It is not lim

ited to the 
physical space of the 
heritage place, and 
extends to include access 
to w

ebsites and online 
tools. For exam

ple, it 
could include audio cues 
for those w

ith a vision 
disability, and audio loops 
for those w

ho are hard of 
hearing.

U
SE

The functions of a place, 
as w

ell as the activities 
and practices that m

ay 
occur at the place.
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