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Trees

The park is notable for what the City’s Register of 
Significant Trees (2013) describes as ‘one of the 
City’s most spectacular single row plantations of 
London Planes’. These trees are located along 
the park’s western avenue, the primary path 
through the park and one of the key pedestrian 
routes from Central Station to Chinatown.

The park’s four large Moreton Bay Fig trees 
are believed to be survivors from the earlier 
nineteenth century park (Register of Significant 
Trees, 2013).  In summer, the mature tree 
canopies provide shade and a cool respite from 
the surrounding urban areas.  In winter, the dense 
evergreen mature trees can make parts of the 
park appear dark and limit usability. 

Park elements and finishes

Park elements and finishes are of varying 
condition. There are two different types of light 
poles providing reasonable facial recognition. In 
some areas, the asphalt paths need repair and 
the stone edges to the paths are broken and 
crumbling. The park’s main architectural feature, 
the bandstand, is inaccessible to the public. 
The Men’s Toilets, located against the bridge 
abutment wall, is also closed to the public.  The 
fence on the western side cuts off the Pitt Street 
ramp (and connection to Central) from the Park.

Belmore Park upgrade (cont’)

70
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56 City South Public Domain Plan

Belmore Park upgrade (cont’)

Design Principles

1.	 Retain and enhance the existing park 
character.

2.	 Respect and reveal the parks heritage.
3.	 Improve access and permeability.
4.	 Activate the open space and increase 

recreation opportunities.
5.	 Improve sight lines and passive surveillance.
6.	 Use simple, robust, and high-quality 

materials.
7.	 Facilitate event uses and meet resident, 

worker, and visitor needs; and
8.	 Improve the parks environmental performance 

and sustainability.
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1.	 Removal of the western boundary fence, 
understorey and improve interface with the 
Park creating a new urban landscape park 
condition

2.	 Improve the north western Hay Street 
entrance and street frontage (including 
removal of the flag poles).

3.	 Extend Park edge to the north along Hay 
Street and improve pedestrian connection 
and amenity.

4.	 Improve the south-western Eddy Avenue entry 
explore opportunities to create a link to the Pitt 
Street ramp from Eddy Avenue.

5.	 Rationalise the bus shelters and improve the 
Eddy Avenue footpath.

6.	 Improve Belmore Park’s connection with 
Central Station across Eddy Avenue.

Extend park edges

14

Central Station Square Public Realm 21 Hassell ©2021

Section X

CENTRAL STATION SQUARE
Sydney’s Welcome Mat

Completing the City’s vision for three squares connected by a revitalised George Street, Central Square will become one of the most significant public 
spaces in the city. Cleared of its clutter and heavy traffic, it offers a rare opportunity to create a welcoming inland threshold to the city centre, comprising an 
interconnected network of new urban squares and gardens.  These also provide a focus and heart for an intensified Central Station, infused with the vitality 
of nearby Chinatown, the emerging innovation and technology district, adjacent creative industries and education campuses. This renewed public domain 
will have a distinctive identity and robust character - drawing on the rich heritage architecture juxtaposed with landscape and topography. Significant 
interventions are required. These include changing the traffic patterns, intensifying the uses, and bringing a new sense of a liveliness through the night time 
economy and engaging activities.

Currently, pedestrians are largely relegated to underground connections. The built form is fragmented, the identity is diffused, the landscape is weak, the 
role as gateway is uncelebrated and the space lacks grandeur. Yet there are some fine buildings, it is a key site in the city and it already has significant scale as 
public space.

While needing to support safe and effective movement of people, this unified collection of experiences will provide important public amenity and activities for 
the local population of workers, students and others from the surrounding the city that is cool, green and comfortable that celebrates and builds on its unique 
heritage.

This proposal will connect, unite and extend existing parks and public spaces that currently surrounding Central station, and amplify the benefits of the 
removal of cars from George Street by extending this to Lee Street, transforming the current intersection into a defined urban room marked by a public art 
intervention terminating the vistas from approaching streets.  

Overarching design concepts include: uniting the whole precinct with a generous tree canopy and introducing a parkland quality; strengthening the 
connecting between its diverse spaces; reinforcing two characters – verdant/informal in the north and urban/structured in the south mitigating the dominance 
of vehicles by transforming and celebrating the main intersection, seamlessly connecting the lower and upper levels through a gently terraced landscape; and, 
respecting and protecting the presence of the historic clock tower.

Main Square: In regaining the vitality of this locality pedestrians will be returned to surface connecting directly with proposed station concourse, clearing the 
ground plane to accommodation the intensive commuter crowds and establish a grand urban scale space. An intensive tree canopy station defines the edges of 
this space, providing respite from the summer sun and a filigree canopy in winter. New activity will animate the edge of the space - open air vegetable and food 
markets, café and bar kiosks, and ephemeral performance structures and installations to animate this new square. 

Terraced landscape: A grand stepped ramp and stairway linking the square with the Central Station building will draw this memorable icon and its clock tower 
into the square. This is a place for casual gathering and also provides seating for engaging with performances within the main square. 

Central Station Square

CHARACTER
Rich character of buildings to Pitt and George Street
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12

CHARACTER
Visual connection between elevated station concourse and landscape
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1. ENVELOPING TREE CANOPY PROVIDES GREEN IDENTITY 2. CONNECTED NETWORK OF SPACE ENVELOPS STATION 3. TWO CHARACTERS REINFORCED: VERDANT AND URBAN 4. MAIN SPACES INTEGRATED BY RAMPED TRANSITION 5. INTERSECTION DEFINED AND CELEBRATED BY MARKER 6. PRIMACY OF HERITAGE FABRIC RESPECTED AND AMPLIFIED

Belmore Park linked to a green Central Square  (Hassell Studio)
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