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Section X

CENTRAL STATION SQUARE
Sydney’s Welcome Mat

Completing the City’s vision for three squares connected by a revitalised George Street, Central Square will become one of the most significant public 
spaces in the city. Cleared of its clutter and heavy traffic, it offers a rare opportunity to create a welcoming inland threshold to the city centre, comprising an 
interconnected network of new urban squares and gardens.  These also provide a focus and heart for an intensified Central Station, infused with the vitality 
of nearby Chinatown, the emerging innovation and technology district, adjacent creative industries and education campuses. This renewed public domain 
will have a distinctive identity and robust character - drawing on the rich heritage architecture juxtaposed with landscape and topography. Significant 
interventions are required. These include changing the traffic patterns, intensifying the uses, and bringing a new sense of a liveliness through the night time 
economy and engaging activities.

Currently, pedestrians are largely relegated to underground connections. The built form is fragmented, the identity is diffused, the landscape is weak, the 
role as gateway is uncelebrated and the space lacks grandeur. Yet there are some fine buildings, it is a key site in the city and it already has significant scale as 
public space.

While needing to support safe and effective movement of people, this unified collection of experiences will provide important public amenity and activities for 
the local population of workers, students and others from the surrounding the city that is cool, green and comfortable that celebrates and builds on its unique 
heritage.

This proposal will connect, unite and extend existing parks and public spaces that currently surrounding Central station, and amplify the benefits of the 
removal of cars from George Street by extending this to Lee Street, transforming the current intersection into a defined urban room marked by a public art 
intervention terminating the vistas from approaching streets.  

Overarching design concepts include: uniting the whole precinct with a generous tree canopy and introducing a parkland quality; strengthening the 
connecting between its diverse spaces; reinforcing two characters – verdant/informal in the north and urban/structured in the south mitigating the dominance 
of vehicles by transforming and celebrating the main intersection, seamlessly connecting the lower and upper levels through a gently terraced landscape; and, 
respecting and protecting the presence of the historic clock tower.

Main Square: In regaining the vitality of this locality pedestrians will be returned to surface connecting directly with proposed station concourse, clearing the 
ground plane to accommodation the intensive commuter crowds and establish a grand urban scale space. An intensive tree canopy station defines the edges of 
this space, providing respite from the summer sun and a filigree canopy in winter. New activity will animate the edge of the space - open air vegetable and food 
markets, café and bar kiosks, and ephemeral performance structures and installations to animate this new square. 

Terraced landscape: A grand stepped ramp and stairway linking the square with the Central Station building will draw this memorable icon and its clock tower 
into the square. This is a place for casual gathering and also provides seating for engaging with performances within the main square. 
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1. ENVELOPING TREE CANOPY PROVIDES GREEN IDENTITY 2. CONNECTED NETWORK OF SPACE ENVELOPS STATION 3. TWO CHARACTERS REINFORCED: VERDANT AND URBAN 4. MAIN SPACES INTEGRATED BY RAMPED TRANSITION 5. INTERSECTION DEFINED AND CELEBRATED BY MARKER 6. PRIMACY OF HERITAGE FABRIC RESPECTED AND AMPLIFIED
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Central Square design direction (Hassell Studio)

1. Enveloping tree canopy provides green identity 2. Connected network of spaces envelops station 3. Two characters reinforced: 
verdant and urban

4. Main spaces integrated by ramped transition 5. Intersection defined and celebrated by marker 6. Primacy of heritage fabric respected 
and amplified
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Upper Square
Existing condition

Potential - mid term

Section of the upper square and Pitt Street (Spackman Mossop Michaels)
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Potential - long term

Central Station Square Public Realm 65 Hassell ©2021

Section X

A green ‘upper square’ (Hassell Studio)

Section of the upper square and Pitt Street (Spackman Mossop Michaels)
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Central Square: Sydney’s arrival square 
is at the epicentre of an expanded Central 
Sydney in 2050. It is the southern end of 
the George Street spine and just west 
of a renewed Central station. This active 
and public transport nexus connects the 
innovation, technology and education 
precincts in the city’s south.

Greater use of public and active transport 
means we can free up road space for 
other uses explored by different concepts. 
Central Square together with public domain 
upgrades to Belmore Park, Railway Square 
and the surrounding street network, could 
create up to 92,000m2 of new public space 
and add over three hundred trees to the 
area. 

With the scale of development planned at 
the southern end of the city, we need more 
public space for people to relax and gather 
and more trees for shade. This will help our 
city remain liveable and resilient.

2

Three Linked Squares
Central Square: Sydney’s arrival square

Central Square: Sydney’s arrival square. View from Central Walk.
Concept by City of Sydney and Spackman Mossop Michaels

Central Square and station public realm
Concept by HASSELL

Central Square and its city centre context 
Concept by HASSELL

Unite the precinct with continuous tree 
canopies to create a green identity and  
improve amenity.

Strengthen connections between 
urban spaces, streets and Belmore 
Park.

Reinforce the precinct’s dual  
character: verdant and urban.

Define and celebrate the 
intersection with a marker.

Respect and amplify the 
heritage fabric.

Legend
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Central Square concept (Hassell Studio)
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Future vision for Broadway

Broadway as a Green Avenue envisages 
transforming our city’s western gateway into a 
revitalised green link with more space for people, 
walking and cycling and supports the area’s 
evolution into Sydney’s  innovation and education 
precinct.

Road space could be reduced to two lanes in 
each direction, allowing extra space for trees and 
people. It also provides more space for efficient 
and reliable public transport, linking activities on 
Broadway and Parramatta Road.

Trees, plants and grasses help mitigate urban 
heat island effects and create a green link 
between Victoria Park and Belmore Park. Water 
sensitive urban design, water harvesting and 
water recycling infrastructure help mitigate 
flood impacts during wet periods and provide a 
sustainable water source during dry periods.

 
 

Sustainable Sydney 2050 Project Ideas / 48

Introduction
In response to the needs for more space and places 
for people, the City of Sydney is reconsidering the 
allocation of street space. The completion of major 
transport infrastructure projects, and associated 
planning for changes to bus and arterial traffic routes, 
opens up opportunities to reduce traffic load on some 
streets.

Broadway is one of the “gateways” to the City Centre 
that presents the potential to play a dual role of 
enacting the City’s transport framework and delivering 
exceptional‘ place outcomes’. This project explores the 
public domain opportunities of Broadway in the context 
of 2050 and aims to set Broadway as an exemplar of 
City’s Livable Green Network.

A shared Broadway in 2050
Broadway is the Gateway to Sydney from the South. 
In this 2050 vision private car usage has declined to 
such extent that two lanes can be removed and given 
back to the citizens. A combined e-transport and 
bikeway corridor is created to reflect growing transport 
alternatives.

The essence of this new Broadway public realm is a 

Consultant: 
Spackman Mossop & Michaels

Project Idea: 
Green Avenues

The Broadway 
Gateway 

2.2

Figure X: Broadway in context

BROADWAY

Green avenues, the laneway commons and expanding 
Sydney’s lungs: Sydney’s second common (Moore Park)

Figure: City of Sydney

Bourke Street
Photo: Simon Wood / City of Sydney

Park of a seven-kilometre route between 
Mascot and Sydney Harbour, the 3.2 kilometre 
Bourke Street upgrade by the City of Sydney  
included upgraded footpaths and services, 
added new street lighting, street furniture, 
raingardens and more trees. 
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“ Whether it is for managing 
heat or mental health issues, 
happiness, physical activity 
or reduced incidences of 
disease and illness, an 
increase in our canopy  
cover, green space ad  
nature provides multiple 
benefits to the community.” 
 
City of Sydney’s Greening Strategy (2021)

The Green City is a set of initiatives to 
continue to make our city more resilient in 
the face of the global climate emergency 
and future liveability challenges.

Sydney is changing. With an estimated 
115,000 more residents, 56,000 new 
dwellings and 200,000 more jobs by 
2036, existing open space and transport 
connections will be put under considerable 
stress if we don’t upgrade and add to 
those existing assets. The effects of  
climate change will also strain existing 
urban infrastructure and impact the 
health of our communities. 

Three ideas for continuing to make Sydney 
greener are: green avenues, the laneway 
commons and expanding Sydney’s lungs 
at Moore Park. They illustrate what our city 
streets and open spaces could look like in 
the future, given the NSW Government’s 
significant investment and plans for new 
public transport. A future that provides 
more open space for people, more space 
for walking and riding, and more space for 
greening. This will ensure the health and 
wellbeing of our communities.

The Green City
The initiatives

3

Sustainable Sydney 2050 Vision 237236

Broadway as a green avenue
(Spackman Mossop Michaels)

Broadway - Green Avenue
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Prince Alfred Park interface
The renewal of Central Station presents an 
opportunity to provide potential new connections 
between Regent Street and Prince Alfred Park 
via the over station development as identified in 
Prince Alfred Park’s Concept Masterplan.  The 
interface between the Park and Central Station 
Renewal will need to include considerations to the 
Park’s amenity and values as set out in the Park’s 
Plan of Management and Masterplan.

Prince Alfred Park is to be conserved and 
improved as a unique and significant place within 
the public domain providing structured and 
unstructured recreation opportunities to a variety of 
users. 

Summary of Plan of Management and Masterplan  
objectives:

•	 Natural Environment - Protection and 
enhancement of the park’s natural character 
and heritage with improved soil conditions and 
ground surface stability where possible

•	 Heritage - Identification, interpretation and 
protection of Aboriginal and European cultural 
heritage values.

•	 Visual- Views to and from the park conserved 
and enhanced in conjunction with improved 
visibility and sight lines through the park.

•	 Social / Cultural - The park’s role as a 
setting for local and metropolitan visitor 
use is conserved and enhanced along with 
reactivation of the Coronation Centre for public 
use.

•	 Recreation / park use- Both passive and active 
recreation roles of the park are conserved and 
enhanced with adequate facilities to meet user 
needs, compatible with other park values and 
objectives.

•	 Education - Visitor awareness of the site’s 
cultural significance is improved.

•	 Intrinsic Conservation of the park for the use 
and enjoyment of future generations along 
with improved quality, amenity, and safety of 
access through the park.

•	 Management and maintenance - A 
sustainable, clean, and well kept park 
with appropriate leasing of Crown land for 
community use.    

Source: Prince Alfred Park Plan of Management & 
Masterplan 2005
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Renewal opportunities

Legend

Central Precinct SSP site boundary

X Public transport network

Key heritage items on site

Surrounding local heritage items

Western Gateway

Highest density and building height

Entrances into Central Station

Key connections through the precinct

Third Square

Key adajcent public open space

Medium to high density built form

Low scale built form

Adjacent renewal areas and precincts

Potential new open space

Planned Central Walk

•  Build on Central Station’s civic and 
transport role as the principal transport 
interchange in Sydney.

•  Improve access and circulation through 
Central Station, as well as provide 
pedestrian and bicycle cross connections 
through the precinct.

•  Improve the northern front door to Central 
Station, better integrating heritage, park 
and connections.

•  Capitalise on the change in levels to create 
a multi-layered experience to the public 
domain and different vantage points of the 
surrounding city.

•  Enable the creation of a new public space 
for Sydney, the ‘Third Square’, situated at 
the entrance to the new Central Walk and 
at the heart of southern Central Sydney.

•  Provide a network of new and enhanced 
open spaces linked by green connections.

•  Establish a context-responsive design 
approach that achieves a balanced 
distribution of height, density and scale. 
Ensure that future built form sensitively 
interfaces with key heritage items.

•  Create a focal point for the precinct located 
around the Western Gateway and northern 
portion of the railyards to generate enough 
critical mass with the right amount of 
workers and visitors combined with a mix 
of uses to create a vibrant precinct.

•  Retain amenity to surrounding parks, 
particularly Prince Alfred Park. Sun Access 
Planes (SAPs) will reduce overshadowing to 
open space at key times of the day and year.

•  Reveal and celebrate the unique 
architectural and cultural heritage of 
Central Precinct through adaptive reuse 
and interpretation, including the Sydney 
Terminal building, Mortuary Station, former 
Parcels Post Office Building and Inwards 
Parcels Shed.
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Central Station 
renewal opportunities
(Central Precinct Strategic 
Framework, TfNSW)
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•  Build on Central Station’s civic and 
transport role as the principal transport 
interchange in Sydney.

•  Improve access and circulation through 
Central Station, as well as provide 
pedestrian and bicycle cross connections 
through the precinct.

•  Improve the northern front door to Central 
Station, better integrating heritage, park 
and connections.

•  Capitalise on the change in levels to create 
a multi-layered experience to the public 
domain and different vantage points of the 
surrounding city.

•  Enable the creation of a new public space 
for Sydney, the ‘Third Square’, situated at 
the entrance to the new Central Walk and 
at the heart of southern Central Sydney.

•  Provide a network of new and enhanced 
open spaces linked by green connections.

•  Establish a context-responsive design 
approach that achieves a balanced 
distribution of height, density and scale. 
Ensure that future built form sensitively 
interfaces with key heritage items.

•  Create a focal point for the precinct located 
around the Western Gateway and northern 
portion of the railyards to generate enough 
critical mass with the right amount of 
workers and visitors combined with a mix 
of uses to create a vibrant precinct.

•  Retain amenity to surrounding parks, 
particularly Prince Alfred Park. Sun Access 
Planes (SAPs) will reduce overshadowing to 
open space at key times of the day and year.

•  Reveal and celebrate the unique 
architectural and cultural heritage of 
Central Precinct through adaptive reuse 
and interpretation, including the Sydney 
Terminal building, Mortuary Station, former 
Parcels Post Office Building and Inwards 
Parcels Shed.
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City Centre palette 
extension
1   Castlereagh Street
2   Elizabeth Street
3   Goulburn Street
4   Regent Street
5   Chalmers Street
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Castlereagh Street
Existing condition

The existing condition of Castlereagh Street south 
of Liverpool Street does not match the City’s 
Street Code Palette.  The footpaths are mostly 
asphalt, the street lights are galvanised steel 
poles and the street furniture pre-dates the City’s 
street furniture suite.  The separated cycleway is 
a well used critical north south link which currently 
connects to and runs through Belmore Park.

Whilst there is a need to upgrade the finishes to 
match the City’s Palette for the city centre, there 
are currently limited opportunities for activation 
at the ground floor.  Unlike the ‘fine grain’ active 
ground floor uses of retail and cafe / restaurants 
on Pitt Street, much of the ground building 
frontages on Castlereagh are large blank walls to 
commercial lobbies with limited openings.          

Opportunities

•	 Upgrade finishes of footpath, street furniture 
and lighting to reflect the City’s Street Code 
palette for the City Centre.

•	 Explore opportunities for additional street 
planting  

•	 As redevelopment occurs on individual sites, 
advocate and promote active uses at the 
ground floor to contribute to the life on the 
street.

•	 Lighting of heritage sandstone viaduct

Issues / Constraints

•	 Majority of the ground floor uses are not 
active. (Some buildings occupying whole 
blocks)  There are limited opportunities for 
activation on the western side of the street.   

•	 Limited / no opportunities for activation on the 
eastern side of the street with blocks like the 
Downing Centre and Goulburn Street Car Park 
having large blank walls facing the street.

•	 Following extensive investigations to 
improve the public domain around Goulburn 
Street car park, including investigations 
into the installation of green walls, modest 
improvements were made in 2015.  Additional 
footpath widening is possible on this block 
but there is little activation / benefit for 
pedestrians.      

top
Castlereagh Street 

Goulburn Street car park and 
sandstone viaduct

facing page
Castlereagh Street cycleway 

Between Liverpool Street and 
Goulburn Street
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Existing condition

Elizabeth Street is has a wide carriage way and 
currently serves as major arterial route and key 
bus corridor.  It supports frequent public transport 
access in a north and south direction along the 
eastern side of the city centre.  Elizabeth Street 
provides access for general traffic to a number of 
east-west streets and has driveway access for a 
number of car parks.

There are limited opportunities for street activation 
north of Foveaux Street with large blocks of blank 
walls that take up entire blocks (280 Elizabeth 
Street, Centennial Plaza, Goulburn Street Car 
park and Downing Centre, Vibe Hotel) The public 
domain is currently of disparate quality and finish 
south of Campbell Street.  The sandstone viaduct 
on the western footpath is a unique feature of the 
street but provides no activation.

Opportunities

•	 Elizabeth Street a primary pedestrian walking 
route in the City’s Liveable Green Network.  
There are large sections of the street with 
consistent tree canopies.

•	 There are currently no driveways between 
Liverpool Street and Foveaux Street so 
pedestrians are able to walk uninterrupted 
within the blocks. 

•	 Further opportunities for tree planting could 

be explored if footpaths can be widened in 
the future along the eastern side of the street.

•	 Explore opportunities to rationalise and 
improve the intersections between Eddy 
Avenue, Elizabeth, Chalmers and Foveaux 
Street.

•	 Elizabeth Street The City’s Cycle Strategy and 
Action plan has a long term plan to install a 
separated cycleway on the western side of 
Elizabeth Street between Eddy Avenue and 
Campbell Street.  When this is achieved, it 
can replace the cycle route through Belmore 
Park.

•	 Upgrade finishes of footpath, street furniture 
and lighting to reflect the City’s Street Code 
palette for the City Centre.

•	 Lighting of heritage sandstone viaduct

Issues / constraints 

•	 High levels of vehicular traffic 

•	 Main bus route with high frequency

•	 Narrow footpaths and awnings limit current 
opportunities for new street trees

•	 Limited opportunities for street activation 
north of Foveaux Street

•	 Any changes to geometry of the street / 
installation of cycleway will need consultation 
and approval from TfNSW
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