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Department of Climate Change, Energy,  
the Environment and Water 

 

HMS ID: 6681 
Your ref: CNR-70425 - A-85413 - D/2024/471 

Ms Kerryanne Lewis 
City of Sydney Council 
GPO BOX 1591 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
By email: klewis@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 

Dear Ms Lewis 

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF NSW – REFUSAL TO GRANT TERMS OF 
APPROVAL 

Integrated Development Application 

Address: 97 Elizabeth Bay Road, ELIZABETH BAY NSW  2011 

SHR item: Tresco, grounds and trees, SHR no. 00780 

Proposal: Construction of two new dwellings, car parking, landscaping and subdivision 

IDA application no: HMS ID 6681, received 3 July 2024 

At its meeting on 3 December 2024 the Heritage Council Approvals Committee resolved that, in 
accordance with section 4.47 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, it will not 
grant approval of the above-described integrated development application, for the following 
reasons: 

1) Tresco, grounds and trees is a place of State heritage significance that is protected on the 
State Heritage Register for its historic, aesthetic, associative and rarity values. The 
proposed construction of two new dwellings, car parking, and subdivision will have a 
detrimental impact on its historic, aesthetic and rarity values. 

2) The proposal exceeds the tolerance for change of a relatively intact designed mid-19th 
century garden that, along with the house and waterfront structures, makes an ‘important 
contribution to the character of the area’.  
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3) The form and associated extensive excavation works would cause adverse and permanent 
impacts on the significant garden setting, layout and character and the rock cliff face, 
which would compromise the rare historical setting of Tresco, grounds and trees. 

4) In addition, the proposal would cause significant impacts on the structural and visual 
integrity of the natural rock and cliff face. 

5) While partially concealed, the new houses will be visually intrusive from the Harbour, the 
main house and its garden setting. 

6) It is not possible to mitigate or minimise these impacts through conditions of approval. 

7) The application will result in a permanent detrimental impact to the overall significance of 
the SHR item. 

Right of appeal 
If you are dissatisfied with this determination, section 70A of the Act gives you the right of appeal to 
the Land and Environment Court. 

If you have any questions about this correspondence, please Tempe Beaven, Practice Lead at 
Heritage NSW on (02) 9873 8500 or heritagemailbox@environment.nsw.gov.au 

Yours sincerely 

Rochelle Johnston 

Rochelle Johnston 
Senior Manager, Heritage Referrals 
Heritage NSW 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
 
10 December 2024 
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