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Figure 1: 57 Cowper Wharf Roadway, Woolloomooloo 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 57 Cowper Wharf Roadway, Woolloomooloo  
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Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Tereza Zeljkovic 

Date:  28 August 2025 

Premises: 57 Cowper Wharf Roadway, Woolloomooloo 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 30 July 2025 
with respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a five storey building used for residential and ground level 
commercial.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 15 August 2025, accompanied by store manager. 
This inspection identified fire safety provisions requiring maintenance, which can be 
addressed under the City's instruction. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

6 August 2025 FRNSW correspondence received 

15 August 2025 The City inspected the premises 

20 August 2025 A City corrective action letter was issued, addressing issues raised by 
FRNSW, regarding exit doors, emergency lighting, exit sign, hose reel 
and handrail compliance. All works to be completed by the 30 
October 2025. 

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 3 June 
2025. 
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Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Essential Fire Safety Measures  

 Access and Egress 

1. Carpark - southern egress doors 
contained tulip handles, contrary to Clause 
D3D26 of the National Construction Code 
(NCC) 2022   

A corrective action letter was 
issued, requiring lever handles be 
installed. 

An inspection will be undertaken to 
confirm compliance. 

2. Stair handrails were measured 810mm, 
contrary to Clause D3D22 of NCC 2022  

A corrective action letter was issued 
seeking compliant handrail heights 
(minimum of 865mm high).   

An inspection will be undertaken to 
confirm compliance. 

3. Operation of exit door lock between 
residential foyer contrary to Clause 
D3.D22 of the NCC  

A corrective action letter was issued, 
to remove exit door locks to required 
exits. 

An inspection will be undertaken to 
confirm compliance. 

 Services and Equipment 

4. Emergency lighting- Insufficient numbers 
contrary to Clause E4D2 of the NCC  

A corrective action letter was 
issued, and a fire safety practitioner 
has been engaged to inspect 
deficient areas. 

5. Exit sign- car park exit sign missing 
pictural element  

A corrective action letter was 
issued, and a fire safety practitioner 
has been engaged alter the exit 
sign. 

6. Hose reel – The reel nozzle detached from 
its hose guide and interlock device.  

A corrective action letter was 
issued, and a fire safety practitioner 
to conduct maintenance to the hose 
reel. 
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6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report.. 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer it is 
recommended Council continue with its current compliance action, which will address 
the issues identified by the City and FRNSW. 

8. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer it is 
recommended Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order at this time. 

9. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 
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