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Overview 
Project Background 

 
Location of road 

 

As part of the development of the Alexandria Canal Depot, a new private road was built. Naming 
this road is important for wayfinding and access for emergency vehicles. 

Wiriyagan is a word from the Sydney Aboriginal language. The word is pronounced wirr-ie-yay-
gan. It describes a low-growing fruit-bearing tree, either a prostrate banksia or a melaleuca. 

The use of Aboriginal language, and the choice of a resilient local endemic plant species, shows 
respect to the men and women, including Aboriginal staff, who work at Alexandria Canal Depot. 
These City of Sydney employees are directly involved in looking after Sydney’s trees, parks and 
wetlands. 

This proposal recognises local Aboriginal cultural heritage through naming and related interpretive 
signs. 

Council resolved at its meeting on 17 March 2025 to seek community feedback on the proposed 
name. This is the first step in officially naming the road. 

Community engagement was conducted from 14 July to the 11 August.  
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Purpose of engagement 
To notify the community of the proposal to name this road Wiriyagan Place and to gather feedback 
to determine community sentiment towards this proposal through multiple channels: online, onsite 
notices and physical letters. 

Engagement findings summary 
Overall sentiment 
A large majority of overall respondents, 86%, supported the proposed name. 
 
This included a submission from the strata organisation that manages the road (bcs strata) noting 
that the name was approved at their annual general meeting. 

Outcomes of engagement 
We received a total of 7 submissions during the consultation. 
The Sydney Your Say page was visited 121 times during the public exhibition period.  

 

 

Demographic Data 
Demographic data was captured from 3 of the consultation respondents. 
 
Age  
1 respondent was in the age range of 18 to 34, 1 was between the ages 45 and 54 and 1 was in 
the 55 to 65 age range. 
 
Gender 
2 woman and 1 man participated in the consultation.  
 
Relationship to the area 
All 3 of these respondents work in the area. 1 also lives and owns property in the area.  
 
 

Quantity Description of activity 

7 Total submissions received 

3 Survey submissions  

4 Written submissions received via emailed  

121  Sydney Your Say webpage visits 

37 Document downloads 
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Key findings 
Overall sentiment 
A strong majority of people supported the proposed name. 

Overall, 6 submissions (86%) supported the proposed name and 1 submission (14%) did not 

support it. 

 

 

 
Local stakeholders 
The road we are proposing to name provides access to the City of Sydney Alexandra canal depot 
and depots operated by Woollahra Council and Waverley Council. Both Woollahra and Waverley 
councils were informed about the consultation and both responded, raising no objections to the 
proposed name.  

The road is classed as a private road and is managed by the strata group bcs strata. This naming 
proposal was approved at their AGM held on 25 August, 2025.  

Yes
86%

No
14%

Do you support the proposed name Wiriyagan Place?
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Why people support or did not support the proposed name 
 

People were given the option to comment on why they supported or did not support the proposed 
name. Submissions often mentioned more than one reason.  

 

The most common reasons given in support of the proposed name were: 
• Support Indigenous recognition (2 comments) 
• Beautiful / cool name (2 comments) 
• Support naming street with Indigenous language and local tree species (1 comment) 

 

The reason given in opposition to the name was: 
• Objection to ‘virtue signalling’ and names should reflect the wishes of local residents (1 

comment) 
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Appendices 
Appendix A: Communications overview 
 

The following is a snapshot of outcomes of communications activities undertaken to 
support the consultation. Activities reached a range of audience segments via City of 
Sydney channels. 
  

Activity                Outcome 

Sydney Your Say webpage • The Sydney your say web page 
provided details of the street 
location, background for the 
origins of the name and a guide 
to pronunciation. A link to an 
online survey provided people 
with the opportunity to give their 
feedback. The page received 121 
views during the consultation 
period.   

City of Sydney letter  • Delivered to 58 local residents 
and businesses on 14 July. (75-
meter radius from the road)   

On-street signage • On-street signage was erected in 
1 location at the entrance to the 
street. 

Digital signage at Alexandra Depot • A slide advertising the 
consultation was displayed on the 
digital screens at the Alexandra 
Canal Depot throughout the 
consultation period. 

Sydney Your Say e-news • Consultation was included in the 
Sydney Your Say e-newsletter on 
15 July sent to 5003 subscribers 
and on 5 August sent to 4981 
subscribers. 

Cos News story • The proposed naming of 
Wiriyagan Place was featured in 
City of Sydney News article ‘New 
Aboriginal names for city spots’, 
29 July, 2025. 
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Appendix B: Communications activities 
 

Sydney Your Say web page: 
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Web page continued: 
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Sydney Your Say E-newsletter 
The naming proposal was featured in the Sydney Your Say e-newsletter in July and August 2025 
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On-site signage was displayed at the entrance to the road 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

 
 
Digital screens at the Alexandra Canal Depot featured a slide publicising the consultation to 
staff throughout the consultation period.  
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Consultation Letter 
A letter from the Executive Director, Strategic Development and Engagement was delivered to 58 
local residents and businesses on 14 July. 
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City of Sydney News Story, 29 July 
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